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Crossrail 2: A New Railway For Chelsea?
TERENCE BENDIXSON
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Proposed benefits from TfL of the Regional option (Crossrail 2, in dark red),  
representing a reduction in travel distance in crowded trains:

Crossrail 2, a new underground linking 
Wimbledon to Hackney, and with a station 
in the King’s Road, is out for consultation. 
It is backed by Mayor Boris Johnson and 
London First, the business group that 
campaigned successfully for Crossrail 1.
 
Go to ‘Crossrail 2 Consultation’ to 
comment. The deadline is August 
2nd http://www.tfl.gov.uk/corporate/
projectsandschemes/27405.aspx. On 
Monday 30th September at 6.15, the 
Society will be holding a debate on the 
new line at Chelsea Old Town Hall.
 
The underground part of this mainline-
sized railway would run from Wimbledon 
to Hackney beyond which there are 

versions with or without suburban 
connections to places like Epsom and 
Cheshunt.
 
For Chelsea residents the ‘regional option’ 
with a connection at Tottenham Hale 
for Stansted Airport (which might just 
become London’s main airport hub) looks 
preferable. Both versions would go to 
Victoria Station and to Euston, the latter 
being terminal of the proposed high-
speed line (HS2) to Birmingham and, later, 
the North. 
 
All three political parties are committed 
to HS2, but with both the House of 
Commons Public Accounts Committee 
and economists such as Professor David 

Newbery at Cambridge calling it a ‘vanity’ 
project, HS2 is looking less solid than it 
was. If it is scrapped the case for Crossrail 2 
would be weakened.

As Crossrail 2 raises huge issues for 
Chelsea, the Society will shortly publish a 
newsletter devoted entirely to it. This will 
deal, in particular, with the implications 
of a station in the vicinity of Dovehouse 
Green in the King’s Road.
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Borough’s Proposed 
New Policy
Meanwhile, the Council has prepared their 
new policy for the Local Plan, which would 
provide pubs with greater protection from 
the pressures to turn them into houses 
or flats. Unfortunately it is not possible 
to single out pubs for protection, as 
under the existing planning laws pubs 
can change to restaurants and cafes, 
professional and financial services and 
to shops without the need for planning 
consent. The new policy, therefore, seeks 
to resist any of these uses changing into 
housing, as given the chance, everything 
in this Borough would be washed away 
by housing.

The Council faced objections from London 
Fire Brigade, Barclays Bank, RAB Pension 
Trust (owner of The Phene), the Wellcome 
Trust, the British Beer and Pub Association 
and, to our great disappointment, the 
Cadogan Estate. The Examination in Public, 
where the new policy is tested, was held 
on 1 May.  The Society’s role was not only 
to support the Council, but to counter the 
cases put by the objectors. Fortunately 
none of them had a good case. 

We were, however, sad to find ourselves on 
the opposite side to the Cadogan Estate, 
who have to date shown a long-term, well-
balanced approach to the development of 
their estate, in which pubs are clearly part 
of the mix that makes Chelsea an attractive 
place to live and work. The evidence 
for this is in their refurbishment of The 
Surprise in Christchurch Street. We are now 
waiting for the Inspector’s report, which 
should be available by July, and, if we have 
been successful, the policy will be adopted 
by September. 

Councillor Nicholas Paget-Brown

Councillor Sir Merrick Cockell

All Change At The Top
MICHAEL BACH

After 13 years as Leader of the Council, 
Sir Merrick Cockell announced that he 
was standing down on 16 April, followed 
shortly after by the announcement that 
the Council’s Chief Executive, Derek Myers, 
would leave at the end of the year. 

Sir Merrick’s announcement has enabled a 
smooth succession with the new Leader, 
the former Deputy Leader, Councillor 
Nicholas-Paget Brown being elected on 
6 May, followed by an announcement of 
the new Cabinet on 13 May, and formal 
confirmation at the Council’s Annual 
Meeting on 22 May.

Sir Merrick has retired as Leader of 
the Council, but will remain as a ward 
councillor for Stanley ward. He was 
Chairman of London Councils from 2006 
to 2010 and has been Leader of the Local 
Government Association since 2011, a 
post he will retain for a further year. He 
was knighted for his services to local 
government in 2010.

His main achievements include new 
schools, including the Chelsea Academy, 
Holland Park School and the proposed 
new academy school in North Kensington. 
He also takes the credit for the total 
makeover of Exhibition Road and the 
recent Tri-borough initiative – on which 
the jury is still out. His most recent success 
has been his campaign to get the Borough 
exempted from the Government’s 
proposal to allow all offices to turn into 
housing without planning consent – 
which was announced on 9 May: see 
report inside. 

The Suprise

The Phene

Chelsea 3, Developers 0
The front page of the last issue looked like 
a football score:  Chelsea 1: Developers 0. 
But it was only the half-time score. Today 
we have a score that Chelsea FC would 
die for!

Following the success with the Cross 
Keys announced in September, this was 
followed by the Queen’s Head on 13 
December and, finally, following a six-
day public inquiry which ended on 5 
November, The Phene on 16 January. A 
comprehensive set of victories for the 
Council, the Chelsea community and 
the Society. 

The Council’s case was presented by 
Sarah Jones and Jonathan Wade, and, for 
The Phene, they were represented by a 
barrister, Josef Cannon. In each case the 
local communities played a major, often 
inspiring role, although for The Phene 
there was a split between long-term locals 
and the relatively newly-arrived who 
wanted rid of the pub. The Society played 
a co-ordinating role, securing “third-
party” status for the coalition of residents, 
local associations and the Society. We 
are also grateful to Dale Ingram from the 
Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA). 

These three results have served to relieve 
some of the pressure on Chelsea’s pubs 
and have bought some time for the 
Council’s evolving policy to mature. The 
Government’s National Planning Policy 
Guidance - now a year old – also supports 
the protection of pubs as places where the 
local community can meet.    

Finally, good news came on 1 April – not a 
joke – Robert Bourne has sold the Phene 
to the Capital Pub Company for £4m. The 
Cross Keys was offered on a closed bid 
basis recently, but is still on the market at 
£4.25 million. 

Saving Our PubsCouncil News

New Leader
Nick Paget-Brown emerged as leader after 
a three-way contest between Councillors 
Feilding-Mellen, Moylan and Paget-
Brown, in which he got the most votes 
on the first round, but was confirmed 
as Leader after the withdrawal of one of 
the candidates. The new Leader has also 
named his Cabinet, which is dominated 
by Chelsea councillors – six out of ten 
including the Leader, compared with four 
under Merrick Cockell. Chelsea with 36% 
of the Conservative councillors has 60% 
of the Cabinet places. Chelsea should be 
punching above its weight! 

Update on Pubs
MICHAEL BACH
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In the last issue we highlighted the case 
of Le Colombier (formerly The Princess 
of Wales pub), which illustrated how 
restaurants (and pubs) could be adversely 
affected by reducing their size. Now there 
are proposals that affect two Chelsea pubs.

Henry J Beans, formerly The Six Bells and 
a listed building, is to lose its little-known 
but magnificent first-floor function room. 
The room will become a studio flat; other 
flats will be created on the remaining 
upper floors of the prominent King’s 
Road landmark.
 
Martins Properties, the owners, employed 
the well-known conservation architects, 
Donald Insall and Associates, to examine 
this pioneering neo-Tudor pub, designed 
by George Lay Crickmay in about 1900. 
Historian Mark Girouard calls its style 
‘Mock Antique Tavern’ and notes that such 
old-world establishments, which sported 
little window panes and blackened 

The  Trafalgar

Future of Henry J Beans and The Trafalgar  
MICHAEL BACH

Changing The Local Plan: Consultations  
MICHAEL BACH

beams, began to replace Victorian ‘gin 
palaces’, with their large, acid-etched glass 
windows, at the turn of the 19th century. 
The Six Bells was one of the first.
 
Insall’s meticulous survey coupled 
with ingenious work by architect Paul 

Davis (the firm responsible for Duke of 
York Square) results in a scheme which 
preserves all important parts of Crickmay’s 
building, expands the ground floor 
restaurant and bar, creates liveable flats 
upstairs and helps to finance the repair of a 
seriously dilapidated building.
 
However, the loss of the function room is 
more than sad. This full-width, first-floor 
space, with its twin facing fireplaces, 
largely original decorative details and bow 
windows is as historically important as 
the street facade. It is the finest upstairs 
reception room in any pub in Chelsea and 
the oriel windows, as impressive on the 
inside as on the out, are derived from ones 
in a Norman Shaw building in Ipswich. 
The room’s conversion into a studio flat, 
though it preserves the architecture, is a 
serious loss to the community.

The second case, The Trafalgar, is part of 
a larger redevelopment proposal for 220-
222 King’s Road by the Cadogan Estate. 
The proposals, as in the pre-application 
consultation, would involve moving the 
Trafalgar – a pub that caters for the King’s 
Road visitor trade – round the corner into 
Chelsea Manor Street and suggesting it 
become a “neighbourhood” pub.

Henry J Beans

In addition to the proposed changes to 
the Local Plan to give greater protection 
to pubs (see left), the Council is proposing 
changes to other parts of the Plan that are 
not working well, especially their policies 
on basements and on the type of housing 
the Borough needs.

Basements
The Society has been pressing for a much 
tighter policy for basements. The Council 
was taken by surprise by the degree of 
interest shown in the subject by both 
residents and developers and contractors 
when they held a workshop with over 
50 people that they had to have further 
workshops. This was then followed by a 
working group that discussed in detail the 
emerging new policy. 

The new policy is going to be much 
tighter than the current policy in that 
it is proposed to limit basements one 
basement level only under the house and 
no more than 50% of the total garden 
area, except for listed buildings where no 
basement will be allowed under the house 
or the garden.  The Society, however, is 
pushing for no basements under gardens. 

The main concern that has driven the 
changes is the length of time and the 
magnitude of the nuisance caused by 
the scale of excavation and building 
work, which for larger basements may 
mean two or three years of suffering and 
inconvenience for neighbours. Reducing 
the scale of basements will help reduce 
the nuisance. Protecting listed building 
and trees and the ability of gardens 

to absorb rainwater runoff have also 
contributed to reducing the scale of 
basement that will be acceptable.

The next steps are approval of the new 
draft policy by the full Council on 26 June, 
a 6-week consultation, before going to the 
Planning Inspectorate and the Examination 
in Public of the policy. The Society will 
continue to press for a tighter policy.   

Housing Needs
The Housing section of the Local Plan is 
also being revised. 

See article below: 
“Enough is enough:  
Calling time on super prime” 

Saving Our Pubs Local Plan

Housing

Enough is enough!  
Calling time on the super prime?   
MICHAEL BACH

We saw this coming!
The Society has been highlighting the 
development of these super-luxury flats for 
the last ten years or more. 

However, when the Council designed its 
planning policy for the mix of housing, 
which was adopted in 2010, it decided 
to encourage housing for “families” by 
advocating that 80% of the market 
housing be large units – defined as 3, 4 
or more bedrooms. We can now see that 
this was a mistake, because, rather than 
produce housing for families to be able 

to break this record. The reason for these 
prices was not just the location and super-
luxury finishes, but their sheer size. The 
Manresa Road development produced 
just 16 flats, ranging between 600sqm 
(6,500sqft) and 1,000sqm (10,750sqft each).  
 The latest price for an 850sqm flat in this 
scheme is £40m.

A further selling point for these flats was 
the high security, so you can go away for 
as long as you like - many of these massive 
flats were not for living in for more than 
a few weeks a year – what is now called 
“buy-to-leave” investments.

If you were paying more than £15m for a 
home, you might expect a grand country 
house set in rolling acres. But in the most 
exclusive parts of London, paying £15m or 
more for a single apartment is no longer 
considered outlandish.

A flat at 21 Manresa Road, a renovated 
19th century building in Chelsea, went on 
the market a year ago and fetched £27m, 
making it the most expensive apartment in 
the world.”   FT 25.2.2006

This 2006 article was a trailer for the One 
Hyde Park development which went on 
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Planning

Government  
Planning Changes   
MICHAEL BACH

to stay in the Borough, it played directly 
into overseas investment super-luxury 
market  – now known as “super-prime”. 
The Council’s policy has unwittingly made 
the Borough the place for the world’s 
super-rich to buy a “trophy home” – merely 
another investment for the collection. As 
a result very few of the flats have been 
primary residences for Londoners. 

The outcome has been more extreme 
than anyone could have imagined. The 
former Jamahiriya School in Glebe Place is 
a prime example. After expanding the very 
large former school building it was to be 
divided into just six flats, each over 600sqm 
(6,500sqft) – each one a mansion by any 
other name!

Time for a change in policy
The Council is currently revising this policy 
in the Local Plan, because it now realises 
that it has failed to meet the needs of 

Borough residents for housing and for 
creating and retaining mixed and balanced 
communities. Instead it has produced 
large “super-prime” flats designed to meet 
the demand from the world’s super rich 
for investment properties used only very 
occasionally. This has been a waste of the 
few opportunities to produce housing to 
meet the needs of full-time residents – 
even foreign residents – for a home.

So what is now proposed? 
The draft revised policy seeks to limit how 
much of the new housing will be given 
over to “very large” units – those with a 
floorspace of 350sqm (3,760sqft) or more, 
by ensuring that not more than 25% of the 
total floorspace of the scheme be made 
up of these units. But this is still far too 
generous – and gives up too much of our 
new housing to be left empty most of the 
time. It also means that we are not getting 
enough housing units from the few sites 

we have, let alone enough to meet the 
needs of people who are looking for a 
home not an investment.

What we need:
The aim of the Local Plan is to provide 
a range of types housing for people to 
live in the Borough and to create mixed 
and balanced communities. There is no 
provision for second homes let alone 
empty homes. The priority should be 
homes that people live in full time. Why 
are we “reserving” so much for the “super 
prime” market, when we need a mix that 
reflects the needs of those who want to 
live here?

This change in policy is a major test of 
whether the Council understands that 
the Borough should be a place to live in 
rather than having an increasing number 
of empty homes. We must make better use 
of the few sites that we have and produce 
homes for people who want to live and 
work here full time.

Housing

Offices to housing
The Government is determined to 
promote growth and more housing. 
They have proposed to allow offices to 
be converted to flats without needing 
planning permission. This would be 
disastrous for small businesses in Chelsea, 
whilst adding very little to the amount 
of housing. There is already a shortage of 
office space for very small firms employing 
less than 5 people. If these offices were 
sold as housing it would accelerate the 
process of “sanitising” Chelsea – making it 
nothing but housing.  This is exactly the 
same process we are trying to arrest with 
the policy for pubs.

The Council, like other London Boroughs, 
bid to be exempted from this proposal, 
which was driven by the suggestion that 
there is a lot of vacant office space. This 
is not the case in much of Inner London, 
whereas the difference in the value of 
office space compared with housing is 
huge, which means that developers would 
try to use the three-year “window” to 
convert offices that are currently occupied. 
This would be a “one-way trip” resulting 
in the loss of a lot of small firms. It is 
not clear how this would help the local 
economy and would be bad news for our 
town centres.

The good news, already flagged up on 
the front page, is that the Government 
has decided to exempt the Borough from 
these changes. The Planning Department 
should be congratulated for putting up 
such a strong case and Sir Merrick Cockell 
for his lobbying.

Shops to housing
In an unguarded moment speaking to a 
property conference the Planning Minister, 

Nick Boles, revealed that the Government 
proposes to make a change of use from 
shops to housing no longer require 
planning consent. Again it is driven by 
the idea that that there are a lot of vacant 
shops, which is fine if there were, but it is 
totally ridiculous when it will result in all 
our corner shops, small parades and even 
local centres being vulnerable to being 
picked off by developers. In practice, if the 
Government persists with this proposal 
it could mean that not only shops would 
be up for grabs, but other uses that can 
change to shops without consent would 
be vulnerable too – pubs, restaurants, 
cafes, banks, building societies, estate 
agents, solicitors and betting offices. 

Is the Government trying to wipe out 
everything except housing in Chelsea? 
No, but they do not realise that what may 
be useful in Lancashire would be totally 
inappropriate in Chelsea. The sad thing 
is that they cannot trust the Borough to 
make decisions that meet local needs. So 
much for localism!

Tideway Tunnel Inquiry
Five planning inspectors will sit 
in judgement on Thames Water’s 
proposed sewage tunnel when a 
hearing on it begins in September. 
If permission is granted, preparatory 
construction in the Thames opposite 
the Royal Hospital Bull Ring, at 
Cremorne Wharf and elsewhere, 
will start in 2015. The target date for 
completion is 2023. It will be a very 
big dig.

Airports 
Commission
TERENCE BENDIXSON

The Government has set up a commission 
chaired by Sir Howard Davies to prepare two 
reports on the issue of airport capacity in 
the South East, an interim report by the end 
of this year, when he will provide a short-list 
of credible proposals, and a final report in 
summer 2015, after the General Election.

The Commission will propose a sustainable 
and integrated strategy, which considers not 
only how to meet the UK’s aviation capacity 
and connectivity needs, but also looks at the 
broader consequences, such as on the well-
being of local communities, the strength 
of the regional economy or the diversity 
of nearby ecosystems and habitats – and 
identifies measures to avoid, reduce or 
mitigate potential negative consequences 
and maximise the positive effects.

The Society, jointly with the Kensington 
Society, held an event at Kensington Town 
Hall on 20 May at which John Stewart 
of HACAN, a major group committed to 
fighting the expansion of Heathrow, and 
Daniel Moylan, the Mayor of London’s 
advisor on airports, presented the various 
proposals and answered questions from 
the audience. 

For more information go to:  https://www.
gov.uk/government/organisations/
airports-commission

Good News –  
John Sandoe is  
to expand
John Sandoe, the independent 
bookshop in Blacklands Place off the 
King’s Road is expanding by taking 
over the vets next door. Founded in the 
early 1950s by John Sandoe, it has now 
been going for 60 years. John Sandoe 
retired in 1989 and died in 2007.

The expansion into the next door 
shop will expand the shop by a third, 
by enabling them to refurbish the 
upstairs and move their offices to the 
basement.

New Housing in Manresa Road
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PlanningPlanning

Outside the West End and perhaps 
Shepherd’s Bush, Chelsea once had one 
of the largest number of cinemas – the 
Chelsea Classic Cinema, the Gaumont 
(then Odeon and now the Curzon) and 
Essoldo (now Cineworld) in the King’s Road 
and the Forum cinema (now Cineworld) in 
the Fulham Road.

Over the years we have lost the Classic, 
next door to The Pheasantry, (redeveloped 
in 1973 – now Boots), and the other 
cinemas have been successively reduced 
in size as they have been remodelled for a 
new reincarnation. 

There are now proposals to redevelop 
both the Curzon (formerly the Odeon) and 
the Cineworld (formerly the Essoldo) both 
in the King’s Road, replacing the existing 
cinemas with yet smaller cinemas.

Curzon Cinema 
This cinema has been reduced in size, 
from the 2,500-seater Gaumont Palace 

that opened in 1934, to the much reduced 
739-seater Odeon cinema opened in 1973, 
closing in 1981 and reopening in 1983 as 
the 713-seater Chelsea Cinema, which in 
2006 became the Curzon. Now, as part of 
the Cadogan Estate’s redevelopment plans 
for 200-222 King’s Road, the cinema would 
be greatly reduced in size to a 150-seater 
cinema in the basement, with an entrance 

Future Of Our Cinemas   
MICHAEL BACH

Save the  
Curzon Cinema   
TERENCE BENDIXSON

on King’s Road at its junction with Chelsea 
Manor Street. The Society is concerned 
that the new cinema would be a shadow 
of the former cinemas on this site. (see 
Terence Bendixson’s article on right).

Essoldo/Cineworld
Opened as the 964-seater King’s Picture 
Playhouse in 1911, it became the Ritz 
in 1943, the Essoldo in 1949, it was 
modernised in 1968 into a 432-seater and 
became the Classic Curzon Cinema in 
1972, became the King’s Road Theatre in 
1973 as home of “The Rocky Horror Show” 
until 1979, before becoming a 4-screen 
Classic Cinema again in 1980. It changed 
its name several times becoming a UGC 
cinema until 2005, when it became a 
Cineworld cinema.

Last December an application was made 
to demolish the current building and build 
a new Everyman cinema on the site. The 
proposal would have reduced the size 
of the cinema element by nearly 40%. 
The application by Ilona House Securities 
(a property company founded by Paul 
Raymond), was withdrawn on 13 May. 
Watch this space.

Curzon Cinema façade, King’s Road

Cineworld, King’s Road

Advertphones, public service  
or private enterprise?

‘Save the Curzon Cinema’, with its 
600-seater auditorium, is a cry increasingly 
heard in Chelsea. The question to which 
all want to know the answer is: ‘Will the 
Cadogan Estate hear them?’
 
With leases due to fall in soon on 
Habitat, the Curzon and the Trafalgar 
Arms, Cadogan is considering the 
redevelopment of the site while 
retaining the Art Deco facade of the 
old Gaumont cinema. A public relations 
firm called Soundings, employed by 
the estate, has been holding meetings, 
showing architects drawings and doing 
a very professional job of assessing 
public opinion.
 
At present Cadogan’s plans show different 
layouts, some keeping the Trafalgar Arms 
where it is and some tucking it around 
the corner in Chelsea Manor Street, but 
all replace the big cinema with two small 
ones. This is because the existing cinema 
occupies a big volume in a location that 
could be more profitably devoted to flats 
or offices
 
Residents like the big screen for its intrinsic 
spaciousness and because it is a good 
place in which to watch, for instance, 
opera ‘Live from the Met’. They like the 
Curzon too because it does not stink 
of popcorn. The Curzon group likes the 
cinema as it is, makes a profit and is one 
of the country’s very few independent 
operators. It also attracts some audiences 
that are too big to fit into the proposed 
small cinemas.
 
With Soundings telling Cadogan exactly 
how residents feel about the Curzon, it will 
be interesting to see the Estate’s reaction. 
Will this be a case in which consulters 
really take notice of their consultees?

Advertphones
In the last issue we highlighted a deal 
between the world-wide advertisement 
company, JC Decaux and BT Payphones, 
to provide a large advertisement panel 
with a coin-operated payphone on the 
back. The Council was lured into exploring 
this proposal by promises to remove a 
significant number of payphones. 

Once residents groups realised that there 
were proposals for 41 of these across the 
Borough, including six in the King’s Road, 
one in Sloane Square and one outside the 

Chelsea/Westminster Hospital, a campaign 
was begun to get all 41 applications 
rejected. All 41 cases were heard on 4 

December and all 41 cases were refused. 
The Society’s case was helped considerably 
by the fact that the officer who wrote 
the report had failed to notice that 
almost identical proposals for 11 sites in 
2007 had been refused and the appeals 
all dismissed.

The Planning Applications Committee 
decided to reject all 41 cases. JC Decaux 
and BT Payphones have appealled and the 
Society has submitted our case that should 
be heard this summer.
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Planning Issues   
MICHAEL BACH

Chelsea Flower Show: 
Centenary: legitimate at last
You cannot miss Chelsea Flower 
Show and you will not have missed 
that 2013 is their centenary year. 
What you will have missed is that 
at last the Chelsea Flower Show has 
planning permission. Up to now the 
Royal Horticultural Society has had 
no formal planning consent, but as a 
temporary event, lasting less than 30 
days from set up to breakdown, it was 
questioned whether it needed it.

Over the years the Flower Show 
has expanded in the scale and 
ambitiousness of the structures and 
engineering work, to an extent that 
it would trigger the need for some 
controls over the event, construction 
work and traffic. After years of debate, 
the RHS has submitted an application 
for an annual event lasting 42 days 
from the fourth Thursday in April. 
The consent allows the Council to 
specify the conditions the RHS must 
meet, covering duration, noise, traffic, 
protection of trees and restoration of 
the South Grounds. After 100 years, 
the Chelsea Flower Show has at last 
gone legitimate.  
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Exhibitions

Chelsea In The Great War: 
exhibition 2014   
CARRIE STARREN

A New Conservation Area
TERENCE BENDIXSON

Planning

Chelsea’s western extremity is, at long 
last, to be conserved. The Council is 
consulting on turning the Lots Road 
triangle into what will be Chelsea’s last 
conservation area. (The rest of the district 
is already covered.)

Designation will give the Council greater 
powers to control development but, 
before this is a fait accompli, the proposals 
are out for public consultation and will, 
once finalized, have to pass the test of a 
public inspection. If you want to see what 
is proposed go to: 

More Boris Bikes
Boris is pushing his bikes further into 
Chelsea. There have been bike docks by 
Sloane Square station and in Pont Street 
for some time but now a second wave is 
coming that will take the service through 
to Lots Road. The Society has never 
opposed the bikes though we have urged 
changes to some locations.

A proposal for a dock at the zig-zag where 
Park Walk joins King’s Road is different. 
The corner is prominent but also a mess. 

http://www.rbkc.gov.uk/
planningandconservation/
planningpolicy/consultations/
lotsroadconservationarea.aspx

The proposed area is most notable, like 
the dog that failed to bark in the night, 
for what it excludes. The boundary 
is deliberately drawn to exclude the 
Guinness Estate, the new Academy school, 
Cremorne Gardens and all of the south 
side of Lots Road. All the other Thamesside 
conservation areas stretch to the middle of 
the Thames.

(Some time ago the Society proposed it 
as a location for a piece of sculpture.) It 
has been shaped by the traffic engineers, 
according to the rules of their arcane 
science, into weird patterns of paving 
and tarmac.

We are therefore urging the Council 
to look at the corner as a place, rather 
than as a road junction, and to redesign 
it accordingly. Only then should it be 
considered for bikes.

2014 marks the centenary of the outbreak 
of the First World War and to mark the 
event the theme of the Society’s biennial 
exhibition will be the Great War. We will 
focus on what life was like in Chelsea 
during the war and the contribution made 
by its residents. It will run for two weeks in 
early June 2014 on or near the King’s Road.

Already some fascinating and not so well 
known facts have come to light. Did you 
know that both the Women’s Police Force 
and the WRNS were founded during the 
War by two indomitable Chelsea ladies, 
Margaret Damer Dawson and Dame 
Katharine Furse?

Eminent members of Chelsea Arts Club, for 
example, John Singer Sargent, Augustus 
John and Sir William Orpen played an 
active part and not only through their war 
paintings which adorn so many gallery 
walls.  Many artists served on the front in 
the Medical Army Corps, others used their 
studios as workshops to make essential 
materials for the war effort. We are 
collaborating with the Chelsea Arts Club to 
recognise the artists’ role.

War fundraising was another vital activity 
and at the Local Studies Library lovely 

posters and programmes have been found 
highlighting the role played by the Chelsea 
Palace and the Royal Court Theatre.

We hope to shed light on how Chelsea 
people lived and in many cases died 
during those terrible four years – the air-
raids, the food shortages, women working 
in Chelsea factories, schooldays and 
much more. 

A photographic survey of the memorials  
in Chelsea is being undertaken and we 
hope to reveal the stories of the people 
named on them. Pictures of the 1919 
Peace Pageant show the extraordinary 
sight of a large tank rumbling down 
Sloane Street!

Can any of our members help with this 
exciting project? We are looking for more 
stories and anecdotes about people’s lives – 
do you have any letters, photographs or family 
histories about people who lived in Chelsea 
during the Great War? Are you interested in 
research and would like to explore archive 
material? If the answer is yes to any of the 
above please contact me either at:  
carrie.starren@chelseasociety.net  
or by mail c/o 36 Walpole Street London 
SW3 4QS.

Sir Denis Mahon 
Bequest
The 2011 Annual Report contained an 
obituary to Sir Denis Mahon, a resident 
of Chelsea for nearly 100 years and art 
collector extraordinaire. 
In February 2013 the Art Fund announced 
the transfer of 57 Italian Baroque paintings 
from his private collection to six museums 
and galleries across the UK. Sir Denis 
left his collection to the Art Fund with 
instructions that the paintings should be 
placed on display in specific locations 
across the country, in perpetuity on 
the condition that they did not charge 
admission or sell the works. Sir Denis saw 
the Art Fund, independent of government 
funding and influence, as the ideal long-
term guardian of his collection and his 
wishes. The Art Fund’s trustees, together 
with trustees of the Sir Denis Mahon 

Charitable Trust, reserve the right to 
withdraw works from museums which 
breach these principles at any point in the 
future.
The works include masterpieces by 
Guercino, Guido Reni, Domenichino, 
Ludovico Carracci, Luca Giordano, Pietro de 
Cortona, Giovanni Antonio Pellegrini and 
Giuseppe Maria Crespi. They have gone 
the National Gallery, the Ashmolean, the 
Scottish National Gallery, the Fitzwilliam 
Museum, the Birmingham Museums and 
Art Gallery and to Temple Newsam House, 
Leeds. 
The Art Fund website has a gallery entitled 
The Sir Denis Mahon Bequest which 
features the 57 art works and is well worth 
a visit.

Peace Pageant, Sloane Street 1919

Poster for recruiting Chelsea residents

Poster for the voluntary LIR based in Chelsea
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Archive Society Events

As winter began to bite, working on 
the Society’s archive in the basement 
of Chelsea Library seemed an attractive 
proposition especially as an able-bodied 
volunteer had come forward to help with 
the heavy lifting and transporting.

Over the years several useful lists of the 
Society’s records and artefacts had been 
compiled and more recently digitised. Now 
work could begin on checking if all the 
items listed were still present and creating 
more detailed records. 

All archives are an eclectic mix of essential 
but frankly rather dull administrative 
paperwork, the interesting and the 
surprising. The Society’s archive is no 
exception. It has taken months to get 
things into a reasonable shape. Most of the 

materials have now been sorted, listed, put 
in wallets and boxed. 

The materials have been organised into 
the following categories and include items 
from the 1920s:

•	 	Council	Administration,	including	the	
work of officers and sub committees

•	 	Publications,	including	Annual	Reports	
from 1927-8 onwards, newsletters, books 
and cards 

•	 	Exhibition	materials	dating	from	
the 1920s – catalogues and files of 
paperwork

•	 	Records	of	events	–	talks,	visits	
and Summer Meetings some with 
photographs

•	 	Books	on	Chelsea,	many	of	which	are	
now out of print

•	 	Ephemera	in	particular	scrapbooks	full	of	
images and cuttings

•	 	Artefacts	and	works	of	art		
Hopefully over the next year more detailed 
lists of our holdings will be circulated.  
Another idea being discussed is lending 
books to members if there is a demand 
and if loans can be made safely and 
effectively.

Members can help with this project in 
several ways: - by donating books on 
Chelsea for the library, donating Chelsea 
Society or other relevant items or by 
volunteering to help with recording and in 
some cases indexing the records. 

Please contact Carrie Starren either by 
e-mail at: carrie.starren@chelseasociety.
net or by post to Carrie Starren c/o 36 
Walpole Street London SW3 4QS. 

Monday 14 January was a very cold and 
gloomy evening but the Small Hall at 
Chelsea Town Hall was packed to capacity 
to hear Julian Barrow’s talk on Tite Street, 
the street where he has lived and worked 
as a professional painter for 52 years. This 
impressive turnout by members was a 
reflection not just of their interest in Tite 
Street but of the high regard and affection 
with which Julian is held in Chelsea.

Julian’s talk, which was illustrated, included 
many unique and rare images and dealt 
not just with the architectural history of 

the street but also with the many famous 
people, particularly artists, who lived 
there. The talk was liberally peppered 
with personal anecdotes and famous 
quotations, all delivered with Julian’s 
characteristic wit and charm.

He explained how Tite Street was formed 
as part of the construction of Chelsea 
Embankment in the 1870s and building 
plots were sold-off by the Metropolitan 
Board of Works once the Embankment was 

completed. It was named after Sir William 
Tite, one of the directors of the Board. The 
first person to buy a plot was James McNeill 
Whistler who tried to persuade all his friends 
to do likewise so that the street might 
become a sort of artists’ colony, and to a 
large extent he succeeded in this.  Some of 
the artist’s who followed were John Singer 
Sargent, Glyn Philpot, John Collier, and, of 
course, Oscar Wilde. The house built for 
John Collier was later lived in for 100 years 
by the same family – the Hope-Nicholson’s 
– including Felix, well known to older 
members of the Society, who died in 1990.

The history of Whistler’s own house, 
known as the White House, is a fascinating 
one, although Whistler himself only lived 
there for some 9 months, being forced 
to sell it when he became bankrupt after 
the famous libel case with Ruskin. An 
art critic from the Observer newspaper, 
whom Whistler loathed, bought it and 
eventually, though much altered, it was 
scandalously demolished by Colin Tennant, 
later Lord Glenconner in 1965. He replaced 
it with a modernist house that looked 

as if it might have been in a smart Paris 
suburb but, as Julian showed, it had a 
fine interior including coloured glass to 
all the windows and a wonderful central 
spiral staircase. In the 1980s the house was 
completely encased in brickwork  
and artificial stone mouldings as part  
of its complete transformation into a 
‘Georgian’ mansion.

The history of St. Wilfrid’s Care Home is 
equally interesting, being the site of the 
Victoria Hospital for Children, opened in 
1866, and incorporating Gough House, 

a fine early eighteenth century house 
built for the Earl of Carbery. Although a 
much appreciated home for the elderly, 
St Wilfrid’s architectural contribution to  
the street is a more controversial matter.

After several questions from the  
floor the Chairman of the Society,  
Damian Greenish, proposed the  
vote of thanks bringing to a close  
a thoroughly entertaining and  
informative evening.

Chelsea Society Archive
CARRIE STARREN

Talk on Tite Street by Julian Barrow
DAVID LE LAY

Eager audience for Julian Barrow talk
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Society EventsSociety Events

This is the first time The Chelsea 
Society has taken space at the 
long-standing BADA Fine Art and 
Antiques Fair. We were a little 
unsure as to whether we would 
meet current Members and 
encourage new residents to join us.

However, we were very pleased to 
know that we achieved both, in 
equal measure. Our volunteers were 
able to charmingly persuade over 
25 people to join our merry group 
and it seemed we were forever 
saying hello to an old acquaintance 
or two. 

Gillian Craig, who runs the Fair like 
clockwork, praised our efficiency 
and our professional approach to 
presenting our work – and given 
that most of the stands were 
showing off their finest pieces 
to the tune of many thousands 
of pounds we were delighted to 
get our fair share of attention. The 
pretty postcards we sell showing 
Chelsea riverside scenes, courtesy 
of Hugh Krall, seemed even more 
of a bargain at £7.50 per pack of ten 
than they usually do.

We would like to thank the dozens 
of volunteers who brilliantly lent 
a welcome hand once again – 
and would urge other members 
to come forward to help us with 
events and activities – it is a lovely 
way to spend a few hours in great 
company. The BADA fair enabled us 
to publicise the Society’s work and 
was the main occasion for recruiting 
new members.

If you would like to be included 
on our volunteer list please email: 
enquiries@chelseasociety.com 
and Patricia Burr will be in touch in 
due course.

The Company of Watermen and 
Lightermen is not a Livery Company but 
a Guild. It was formed in 1515 to help to 
manage standards for watermen whose 
boats were the primary means of crossing 
and travelling on the river, London’s main 
thoroughfare. No doubt many worked 
well, but they were rough collection of 
men. For example half way across the river 
the passenger might be informed that 
the fare was twice or thrice that originally 
declared. In 1761 the Company introduced 
fines for various offences.

The Company has played a prominent 
part in supporting the large numbers of 
men engaged in river activity from the 
Port of London to places as far upstream 
as Windsor.  The Company has a Master, 
a Clerk (Chief Executive), and Court. 
Since 1555 eight watermen have been 
appointed ‘rulers’ to redress abuses and 
strengthen discipline. Apprentice training 
became significant, and the Doggett’s Coat 
and Badge Race (see Newsletter Number 
36) was specifically held for these young 
men. In the last few years the Company’s 
unique licence badge has been overtaken, 
through edict from Brussels, by a licence 
for any river available to any waterman in 
Europe.

In the sixteenth century about forty 
thousand watermen earned their living 
on the Thames, three thousand of them 
between Westminster and London Bridge. 
Their numbers decreased as horse-drawn 
travel increased on land, and more bridges 
were built over the river. More recently the 
declining fortunes of the London Docks 
had a major impact. However watermen 
still play an important part on the river, and 
apprentices are still being trained.

The Company is titled ‘Watermen and 
Lightermen’ to cover two different 
activities. ‘Lightermen’ were watermen 
taking cargo from ships which were too 
large and heavy to get up to the unloading 
docks - thus lightening them. ‘Watermen’ 

carried passengers, from the humblest to 
the Sovereign. In the early days there were 
disputes between the two branches, but 
in 1700 they joined into one Company. 
Watermen form a very strong fraternal 
community, not actually a ‘closed shop’, but 
many families remaining in the business 
for long periods. 

The first Company Hall in Upper Thames 
Street was destroyed in the Great Fire, 
and rebuilt in 1670 and 1720 before the 
Company moved to 18 St Mary-at-Hill in 
1780. After damage in the Second World 
War it was improved in 1951, 1961 and 
again recently. It has a handsome stone 
front with Ionic rectangular columns, 
and a large tripartite Palladian window. 
We were shown the four main Company 
rooms in the building, full of fascinating 
memorabilia, pictures and furniture. The 
Hall itself has a fine decorated ceiling with 

a splendid chandelier, and a wonderful 
Master’s chair. This, with its stern Master 
on board, must have heightened the 
apprehension felt by young apprentices at 
interview.

In discussion we all agreed that the BBC’s 
failure to take advantage of the Diamond 
Jubilee flotilla on the river was lamentable. 
Watermen were involved with most of 
the boats in the procession, and there 
were wonderful stories to tell but the 
opportunity to recognise the significance 
of the Thames was lost. 
 
Our guide, Carol, was a wonderful fund 
of knowledge and had a delightful 
way of communicating it. A visit to the 
Watermen’s Hall is strongly recommended 
for anyone interested in such matters.  For 
further information see their website at 
www.watermanshall.org

Visit to Watermen’s Hall: 30 November 2012
ARTHUR TAIT  

BADA Fine Art and Antiques Fair
SARAH FARRUGIA

Chelsea Society Stand at BADA Fine Arts and Antiques Fair

Waterman at Dogget’s Coat and Badge 2012

After over 40 years as an officer of the 
Society, Patricia has decided to step 
down from the Society’s Council. 

Over the last 40 years she has been 
the Treasurer (1972-1980), a Council 
member from 1981-1984; then for 27 
years she was the Membership Secretary 
(1985-2012) keeping our membership 
records up to date, the guardian of the 
mailing list and sending out applications. 
She is also one of a very select band of 
life members of the society. 

Patricia also volunteered for countless 
other tasks including staffing desk at 

various activities lectures, events, etc, 
working on exhibitions, selling cards 
at AGMs and proof reading the  
Newsletter. She has been a stalwart 
of the Society.

The role of Membership Secretary 
has changed as the recording 
of membership and payment of 
subscriptions can be combined in our 
new computerised system. What we 
now need is a membership drive to 
increase and renew our membership. 
We will soon be looking for a 
volunteer for the new membership 
development role. 

Patricia Sargent –  
Thank you
MICHAEL BACH
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We want to be able to communicate with you by email. If you have access to email, please send it to:
honsecretary@chelseasociety.org.uk  simply stating ‘this is my address’ and giving your name.

Our website is at:
www.chelseasociety.org.uk
For those of you interested in keeping in touch with Twitter – follow us on  @chelseasociety

This Newsletter was edited by Michael Bach:
michaelbach@madasafish. com

The page layout was composed by Nicko Dalton, nicko@nicko.me, www.nicko.me
The newsletter printing was undertaken by:  The London Printing Company

The views expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and not necessarily those of the Chelsea Society.

Dates for your Diary

3 June  Lecture: 100 Years of the Chelsea Flower 
Show by Brent Elliott,    
6.30pm Chelsea Old Town Hall

25 June  Summer Meeting: 6pm Prince of Wales 
Hall, Royal Hospital

28 June  Visit to Masterpiece London: Champagne 
Reception and Lecture:    
6.30pm. Pavilion, South Grounds, Royal 
Hospital, Chelsea

12 July  Doggett’s Coat and Badge Rowing Race: 
1.15pm at Cadogan Pier,    
Chelsea Embankment  

30 September  Meeting: Crossrail 2: 6.15pm Chelsea Old 
Town Hall

12 October Visit: Whitechapel Bell Foundry

21 October Autumn Lecture

4 November  Meeting of Residents’ Associations: 
6.30pm Old Town Hall

25 November  Meeting: Chelsea Society AGM: 6.30pm 
Old Town Hall

In Touch

Doggett’s Coat and Badge presentation July 2012

The Whitechapel Bell Foundry
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