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The Annual General
Meeting

of the
Chelsea Society
was held at the
Hall of Remembrance,
Flood Street, Chelsea, SW3
on
Wednesday, 27th. November 1991

The Lord Gibson, M.A., Hon.D.Litt., President of the Socicty, took
the Chair at 6.30 pm.

The President opened the Mceting by expressing his pleasurc at sceing
such a large turnout of members present, and said how much the Society
appreciated the presence of the Deputy Mayor, Councillor Desmond
Harney, O.B.E. He also extended a special welcome to the Saciety’s other
guests, Councillor Mrs. Iain Hanham, Leader of the Council, and Mr.
M. J. French, Dircetor of Planning Services.

The Minutes of the Annual General Mceting held on 29th. November
1990 were approved and signed.

Two nominations had been received for the vacancy on the Council,
the Hon. Christopher Guest and Mr. Neil Hughes-Onslow, a ballot was
held in which most votes were cast in favour of Christopher Guest and
he was therefore duly clected to the Council,

The President then asked the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. lan Frazer, to present
the Accounts for 1990, and, on his proposal these were unanimously
adopted,

The President thanked the Hon. Treasurer for all the hard work he had
undertaken on behalf of the Society during the year which was warmly
endorsed by all present.

The Chairman’s Report was given by Mr. David Le Lay.
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Lord Gibson then invited questions from the floor, whereupon Mr.
Charles Everitt requested the Council’s view on Sunday trading in Chelsea.
From his personal experence, traffic in the King’s Road/Sydney Street
area on Sundays was almost the same as on weekdays. Replying, the
Chairman said that the Council of the Society had discussed this maiter
during the course of the year and had concluded that they were in favour
of the law in respect of Sunday trading being vigorously enforced. A letter
had been written to the Leader of the Borough Council expressing this
view and a reply received to the cffect that the Council would continue
with its present policy of only prosccuting when complaints were received,
until such time as the Government resolved the problems surrounding the
present law.

Mrs. Hilary Krall asked about controls over the public utilities and the
street furniture which they seemed to erect without any consent. The
Chairman said that there was some local authority control but in order
to exercise it, the authority had 1o act quickly; this was not satisfactory
and was a matter which was included for in Mr. Dudley Fishburn's
Parliamentary bill.

Lord Meston drew attention to the poor facilities for pedestrians at
both ends of QOakley Street; this was cspecially critical at the southern
end where families had to cross Cheyne Walk in order to get on to Albert
Bridge. The Chairman agreed and said that the need for a better crossing
ncar Albert Bridge was referred to in the Society’s Riverside Report.

Mr. Arthur Grimwade and Mr. Russell Burlingham complained about
the recently-erected bicycle racks outside Chelsea Old Town Hall. How-
ever, Dr. Yolande Crowe was in favour of the racks as it was important
to be able to tic up cycles.

Miss Gemma Piquercz asked whether Flood Street might not be a
one-way street; to which the Chairman said he was totally opposed, as it
would encourage traffic to travel at faster speeds, whereas the Society
was in favour of traffic calming.

The Hon. Christopher Guest asked what the Society’s views were on
‘Red Routes’; the Chairman said that the full implications had not yet
been assessed but that whilst the Society was in favour of the strict enforce-
ment of parking restrictions, it was totally opposed to the removal of any
residents’ parking bays.

The Vice-Chairman, on behalf of the whole Society, congratulated the
Chairman on his Report; which Lord Gibson said he wished to endorse
most heartily.

The Deputy Mayor then wished the Chelsea Socicty a Prosperous New
Year.

The numbers present were in the region of 130. The Meeting ended at
7.45 pm. when members and guests adjourncd for wine and conversation.
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Chairman’s Report
The President

For the past three ycars the Society has been fortunate in having such
a distinguished President in Lord Gibson. We are delighted that he has
agreed to serve a further three-year term. 1, in particular, have greatly
benefited from Lord Gibson's careful puidance and wise counsel which
he has given generously whenever it has been sought,

The Council

Thomas Faire resigned earlier this year for the reason that he had moved
away. We thank him for his services to the Council. It was this resignation
which caused a vacancy to occur for which we received two nominations
thus nccessitating an election.

It is some years since an election was held and I sec this as a sign of a
healthy and vigorous Society. I trust that it will not deter people from
putting themselves forward for membership of the Council, on the contrary,
1 hope that it will encourage more people to do so, so that clections will
become customary rather that a rarity. I certainly hope that this year’s
disappointed candidate will stand again next year when, because of the
rules of our Constitution, there will be several vacancies.

Membership

The current membership of the Society is 1,078, an incrcase of 86 over
the past year. We have thercfore now reached the target of 1,000 members
which we set ourselves four years ago; during which the approximate
average annual increase has been in the order of 10%.

It is vital however that we continuc to make efforts to incrcase our
membership still further, to 2,000 and beyond. The wider our membership
the more we can claim to speak for Chelsca. To this end, we have recently
re-printed our “Join Now” leaflet which is available in various public
places. We also took a tent at the Chelsea Arts Club Centenary Charity
Cricket Match held on Sunday 4th. August in Burton's Court; this helped
to promote the work of the Socicty as well as support a splendid Cheisea
event.

Annual Report

The 1990 Report of the Society was, as usual, an expert publication
reflecting not only the work of the Society over the year but also containing
items of interest to members. A special feature of the 1990 Report werc
reminiscences of life in Chelsea during the Second World War as a mark
of the 50th. anniversary of the London blitz. We warmly thank the Hon.
Editor, Tom Pocock for all his work.
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Memorial for Dovehouse Green

The Society is progressing with its idea of erecting a stone plaque at
Dovehouse Green, on the gable wall of the old Registry Office, in memory
of the 457 civilians killed in Chelsea by enemy action in 1939-45. We are
grateful for the help we are receiving from the Borough for this and we
are planning that the plaque will be unveiled in the early summer next year.

Activities
a. Winter lectures

Our twelfth season of winter lectures had as their theme a celebration
of urban living.

On 5th. February, Ian Grant, a practicing architect with specialist know-
ledge of Victorian buildings, gave us a talk on the late Victorian domestic
architecture of East Chelsea. Cadogan Square, Tite Street and Chelsea
Embankment contain some of the best examples of this style of architec-
ture, sometimes known as Pont Street Dutch, to be found anywhere.

On 7th. March, Clare Ford-Wille lectured on Walter Greaves, probably
Chelsea’s most famous local artist, who so loved Chelsea that throughout
his life he continuously drew and painted, in meticulous detail, the streets
of Old Chelsea and the riverside.

On 9th. April, the series concluded with a fascinating look at the essential
qualities of townscape, with examples from all over Europe, in a talk
entitled *“Man Made the Town" given by Michael Middleton, a former
director of the Civic Trust.

As usual, these lectures were held in the lecture room of the Chelsea
Physic Garden. They were fully subscribed and in fact members who
turned up without tickets could not be accommodated.

b. Summer Meeting

One of Chelsea’s most famous institutions, the Chelsea Arts Club, has
celebrated its centenary this year. The Chelsea Society was uniquely
privileged in being allowed to hold its Summer Meeting in the Club’s
delightful garden on the evening of Thursday 25th. July. 150 members
enjoyed a truly splendid buffet, prepared by the Club’s chef, which was
served in a candlelit marquee. Our special guests were the Deputy Mayor,
Councillor Desmond Harney, O.B.E. and the Chairman of the Chelsea
Arts Club, Mr. Hugh Gilbert.

The Hon. Secrctary was overwhelmed with applications for tickets for
this event, and as numbers were necessarily limited, it was with much
regret that about 100 members had their applications returncd.

c. Chelsea Residents’ Associations Meeting

This annual meeting was held on Tuesday 23rd. April. As usual, two
representatives from each of Chelsea’s Residents’ Associations were
invited to put questions to Professor Sir Anthony Coates, Chairman of
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the Planning and Conscrvation Commitice and his Executive Director,
Miss Mary Dent. It was onc of the last public meetings which Sir Anthony
attended as Chairman of this Committee and therefore provided an ideal
opportunity for the Socicty to express its gratitude to him for having been
such a sympathetic and effective Chairman. We remembered especially
the way in which he championed the interests of residents and the skill
with which he managed, in the Borough’s official response to the Western
Environmental Improvement Route, to unite all of the potentially conflicting
vicws in Chelsca.

The Street Scene

Earlicr this year the Royal Borough adopted a “Design Guide” for all
aspects of the street scene, which principally means the materials and
design of pavements and street furniture. It was extremely gratifying to
us that this Guide was largely based upon representations made by the
Chelsea Socicty and also the Kensington Society. In particular, the need
for uniform and simple design of street paving was acknowledged and the
implementation of this new policy for all re-paving works is already helping
to reduce some of the visual chaos of our pavements in Chelsea. It is also
relevant that financial savings are being effected as a result of the adoption
of a “universal” paving design throughout the Borough.

We naturally hope that the Street Scene Design Guide will be reviewed
from time to time and improvements, minor modifications and additions
made to it, after due consultation with at least the Kensington and Chelsea
Socictics. Two matters which are still of concern to us arc the standards
of workmanship employed in re-laying pavements and the design of street
furniture, particularly lamp posts, litter bins and pedestrian barriers.

We were delighted that Dudley Fishburn, Mcember of Parliament for
Kensington, attempled to introduce a Private Member’s Bill in Parliament
making it compulsory for all local authoritics to adopt Design Guides of
the type which we now have in this Borough. We hope Mr. Fishburn will
continue to press for his Bill.

Survey of Historic Street Furniture

The Socicety decided carlier this year to produce a survey report of
historic strect furniture which still exists in Chelsca. Each member was
allocated a part of Chelsea to survey and was required to record the
location and a description of all old bollards, letter boxes and telephone
boxes. The purpose of the survey is to record all such items so as to ensure
that the Borough is awarc of their exisience and that they are properly
maintained. In some instances we will be asking that items arce Listed as
being of special architectural and historic interest.

Lamp posts werc not included in our survey as a previous Chelsea
Borough Engincer was especially efficient in removing all of the old lamp
posts [rom our strects. More recently, the removal of the once familiar
red telephone boxes was almost as efficient, as only threc now remain in
Chelsea, We are, however, relatively rich in old bollards and letter boxes
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and also old street nameplates; it is essential that these are not lost through
cither neglect or ignorance.

Our report, which will be completed carly in the new year, will, we
trust, be a uscful document to the Borough and to anyone who has an
interest in this small but important part of our heritage.

Report on the Chelsea Riverside

‘The Society has for some time been concerned at the neglect of one of
Chelsea’s main attractions — its riverside. We therefore decided to prepare
a special report on this subject which has just been completed. We are
particularly indebted to Nigel Stenhouse, a member of the Council, who
has meticulously researched all aspects of our current concerns and has
done the lion's share in preducing what has turned out to be a major picce
of work by the Society.

Our two principal concerns are as follows;—

a. The damaging effect on the Chelsea Riverside of recent and planned
developments on the Battersea bank, particularty between Albert and
Battersea Bridges. These major developments have much more impact
on Chelsea than on Batlersea; yet the liaison between our Borough
and Wandsworth Borough Council is of a formal routine nature at
planning case-officer level only. In the absence of any strategic planning
authority for London it is expected that Boroughs will consult with
each other in respect of both policy and individual developments near
to mutual boundaries. Riparian boundaries present special problems;
where it is the character of onc of London’s principal assets — the
River Thames — which is often at stake.

Amongst our recommendations is a proposal that a joint committec
comprising Councitlors, Senior Planning Officers and representatives
of amenity sacietics, of both the Royal Borough and Wandsworth
Borough Council, should be set up to advise cach Borough on all
matters aflecting both the Chelsea and the Battersea riversides. There
is wide support for this proposal and we hope that it will be acted
upon as a matter of urgency.

b. Our other concern lies wholly within our own Borough boundary; it
is the necglect of the cmbankment arca itsclf, notably, the restoration
of the lighting, to which I drew attention at this time last year, The
embankment wall is a Listed structure which makes this official neglect
even morc deplorable. A visit to the Victoria Embankment in
Westminster is instructive in illustrating how the Chelsca Embankment
could look. One finds there that the granite wall has been cleaned,
all of the globe lanterns are in good working order, there is festoon
lighting between the lanterns and plenty of traditionally designed
bench scats.

Last evening, [ was privileged lo be invited with other guests to
join the Mayor of the Royal Borough, on bouard a boat, from which
she switched-on the lighting to Albert Bridge, to mark the completion
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of a major refurbishment of the Bridge. This shows that the Borough
does consider the Chelsea Riverside to be an asset not just for Chelsca
but for all of London. We hope that we shall soon see a reversal of
the neglect of recent years and that the Borough will make the restora-
tion of Chelsea Embankment an urgent priority.

Conservation Areas

a. Our request that the former Gunter Estate in West Chelsca be desig-
nated a conservation arca was turned down by the Borough which was
disappointing as we considered that such a designation would have helped
to reverse the spiral of decay and blight which this part of Chelsea suffers
as a result of the Earls Court One-Way Traffic System.

b. We made represcatations in respect of a recent proposal 10 extend
the Chelsea Park/Carlyle Conscrvation Area. After much discussion as
to where the new boundarics should be established in which some of our
proposals were accepted whilst others were rejected, the prinf:ipal outcome
was that Chelsea Square and Dovehousc Street are now within the Conser-
vation Areca. This fact recognizes the contribution made by good quality
traditionally-styled houses of the 1930s, "40s and '50s to the environment
of Chelsea.

A disturbing aspect of the reasoning put forward by the Borough’s
planning officers was the implication that domestic buildings were more
appropriate for inclusion in a Conservation Arca than were ms}ntutmnal
buildings. The concept of Conservation Arcas is onc that is entirely con-
cerned with the appearance of an arca and not with the ownership or usc
of any of its individual buildings.

Planning Briefs

a. Over the past few years we have made repeated requests that a Plan-
ning Brief be prepared by the Borough in respect of the proposed Phase
2 of the Royal Brompton's new hospital in Sydney Street. 1 am glad to
be able to report that such a Brief was prepared during the course of the
last year and that we were able to agree with its contents. It has now been
adopted by the Borough. We were also glad to learn that the Hospital
has appointed diffcrent architects to design Phase 2 from those who
designed Phase 1. The new firm have a good reputation for sensitive design
and we are therefore hopeful that this, together with the existence of an
agreed Planning Brief, will result in imaginative and sensitive proposals
for this important site in the heart of Chelsea.

b. We have also made several requests that a Planning Bricf be prepared
for the proposed development of the former College of St. Mark and St.
John. This should have been done, almost automatically, when the site
was designated a Conservation Area in July 1989. The failure to do so
has been especially unhelpful to its owners and it has made our task in
assessing the various proposals more difficult.
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Obviously, with decisions on the current planning applications still
pending, now is not the time to prepare such a Brief, but in the cvent of
these applications being refused permission, it has been agreed by the
Borough that a Brief will then be prepared in order to help its case at
any subsequent appeal.

Use Classes Order

This somewhat technical piece of planning legislation has an enormous
impact upon the quality of life in Chelsea. Put simply, it classifies buildings
according to their use, but the critical factor is that no planning permission
is required to change a building from one use to another use which, under
the Order, is in the same Use Class.

In the mid-Eightics, the Government reduced the number of classes of
building uses with the aim of cutting out what they saw as unnecessary
burcaucracy and as a stimulus to business activity and cnterprise. Our
Borough and all of its amenity socictics warned that this would have grave
consequences for central London but our warnings were not heeded and
the 1988 Use Classes Order became law,

When we learned that the Minister for Planning had commissioned a
report from a firm of private consultants as to the way in which this Order
was working, we made representations Lo him and also sought a mecting
so that we could put our views to him direct. This request was granted
and on 13th. May, 1, together with another representative of the Socicty,
the Chairman of the Borough’s Planning and Conservation Committee,
the Executive Director of Planning and Conservation and the M.P.’s for
both Kensington and Chelsea met with the Minister.

We drew his atlention to two particular matters. Firstly, we argued that
public houses should be in a separate Use Class so that planning permission
would be required, for example, to chunge a public house into a restaurant.
This we felt was particularly urgent in view of the Government’s recent
directive that the big brewers must divest themselves of many thousands
of public houscs which would incvitably lead to attempts for many of them
to be put to more profitable uses. Secondly, we urged that planning per-
mission should be required to change the use of a hostel into a hotel.

The Minister listencd to our views very sympathetically but when his
staternent was issued it was to the effect that he had decided not to make
any amendments to the current situation, It was disappointing that he
made this decision without inviting any public consultation on the contents
of the consultant’s report. We were however pleased 1o note that in his
statement he made particular reference to the views which we had expressed
to him, but because these were difficulties that were being experienced
in a small part of the country only, he did not consider that they warranted
a change in the law.

Unitary Development Plan

We are participating fully in the consultation pracess related to this
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Plan which will eventually replace the Borough's District Plan as its principal
planning policy document. The Borough will be producing a final version
in 1992 which will then be open to objection; after which there will be a
Public Inquiry.

We are especially grateful to Michael Bach for his help in this work.

Local Planning Inquiries

1 consider that an important priority for the Chelsca Socicty is that it
must endeavour to appear at planning appeals which take the form of a
Local Public Inquiry. Success or failure at planning appeals is now of
crucial importance and the views of an amenity socicty such as ours \ynll
invariably have a different emphasis to those put forward by planning
officcrs. This will often substantially cnhance a case to the cxtent that it
can influence the eventual outcome.

We need one or two people to undertake this work which though il is
both time consuming and does require special skills, can also be enjoyable
and extremely rewarding. The Council of the Society is currently giving
urgent consideration to this matter,

Planning Applications

Under the expert chairmanship of our Planning Sccretary, Andrew
Hamilton, the Planning Sub-Committec of the Society looks at all planning
applications for development in Chelsea. During the past year they have
made written representations in respect of no fewer than 110 applications
but it is disappointing that of the applications which have been determined,
only 56% accorded with the views of the Society.

The Sub-Committee comprises a total of seven members of our Council
and they discuss cach application as a committee so that the views which
they cxpress on behalf of the Socicty represent, as far us is possible, a
consensus view and not a personal opinion.

I should like this ycar to make particular mention of only two applica-
tions, both of which are in respect of large, important and historic sites
where the main issues relate to Listed buildings and extensive mature
landscaped gardens. These are as follows:—

a. The former Chelsea Rectory, 56 Old Church Street, SW3.

After many years of controversy the future of this site has finally
been scaled in the granting of planning permission for substantial exten-
sions and alterations to the existing building. The Socicty is saddened
by the encroachment upon this significant open space but it would
appear that the permission granted on appeal some years ago was still
technically valid. The quality of the design of new buildings and of
landscape proposals for which permission was recently given is of a
much higher order and far superior to that granted on appeal.
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Former College of St. Mark & St. John, 552 King's Road, SWI0.

This is by far the most important application to have been submitted
over the past year. Itis a seven-acre site with several Listed buildings
including Stanley House built in the 1680°s and a garden of some
three acres to which there is public access. At the end of last year,
King's College, which is part of London University, submitted two
alternative applications for massive re-development proposals of this
site. In May, the Borough indicated to the University that its prefer-
ence was for the proposal known as Scheme B as it involved the least
amount of development. Last month, the planning officer’s reports
in respect of these applications were issued. The scheme involving
morc development, Scheme A, was, not surprisingly, recommendcd
for refusal. We were however most surprised that Scheme B was
recommended for approval, as the proposals are in several important
respects completely contrary to the Borough's approved District Plan.

The future of this site has greatly preoccupicd this Socicty for many
years and our views have remained essentially un-changed and are
well known., We would ideally wish to see it remain in its present use
which is educational. Although the University have not actually tricd
to dispose of the site to an alternative educational user, it does scem
very unlikely that such a user, from either the private or public sector,
could be found. It is therefore unrealistic to refuse to contemplate a
change of usc. In these circumstances, we are not opposed to residen-
tial development on the site nor to the demolition of the ugly modern
buildings which currently exist.

Qur principal objections to London University's proposals are:—

i. They involve a substantial cncroachment into the open space which
has public access. This will significantly detract from the fecling of
openness currently enjoyed.,

ii. The proposed conversion of Stanley House, with all its historic
associations, into office accommodation will rob Chelsea forever
of a building that is ideally suited for a community usc,

jiii. The amount of office accommaodation proposcd and the density of
the residential accommodation arc excessive.

We carnestly hope that, unless a substantial cliort is made by the
University to meet these objections, the Borough’s Councillors will set
aside the recommendation of their Officers, reluse permission, and
immediately prepare a Planning Brief for the site.

We also consider the Borough should require that the proposals allow
for the possible construction of & new station in the North-West part
of this site where the West London Railway crosses over the possible
Chelsea-Hackney Underground line. There is virtualty universal support
for such a station (which would serve all of West Chelsea) and this site
represents the only possible location for it.

An aspect of this planning application which is a particular disappoint-
ment to the Chelsea Society is that in 1979 we, together with the
Borough, fought tremendously hard on behalf of the University in order
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to enable them to acquire this site, against commercial opposition, for
a sum well below its market valuc. In recognition of that effort, the
then Principal of Chelsca College, David Ingram, promised that they
would never forget the help and support they had received from the local
community. Yet, only 12 short years later, the University's only concern
would appear to be of trying to obtain the highest price for the site.

We are, of course, aware that the University requires this money in
order to develop their existing sites in_the Strand and on the South
Bank; but equally, the price they manage to achieve is dependent upon
the planning permission they can obtain and onc of the criteria in con-
sidering the merits of an application for a site of this size and importance
is the degrec to which the local community will benefit from the devclop-
ment. The Chelsea Socicty believes that in this case, above all others,
both we and the Borough can ask the University to reflect on its promises
of the past and 1o respond to the needs and aspirations of the local

communily.

Farewell

Al the end of this year, the Vicar of Chelsea Old Church retires. It is
in no small measurce due to the inspiration and zeal of Prebendary Leighton
Thomson that the Old Church has been brought back to its former glory
out of the pile of rubble to which it was reduced 50 ycars ago. We wish
him a happy retirement and hope that the very close links he has always
had with the Chelsea Society will continue.

Congratulations

it is casy for a Society such as ours to appear to be always critical and
negative; in an attempt to redress this false impression I should like to
mention some of the good things that have happened to the physical
appearance of Chelsca over the past year.

The completion of the restoration and cleaning of our parish church of
St. Luke in Sydney Street is a triumph and we congratulate the Rector
and his congregation in having the vision to have embarked on such a
massive job and to have brought it to a successful conclusion.

Chelsea's churches are important landmarks in our urban environment
and it is thercfore very heartening to see that St. Andrew's, Park Walk,
St. Mary's, Cadogan Street, the Chelsea Methodist Church and the west
front of Christ Church and of the Holy Redeemer Church have also all
been cleaned in recent months.,

Although it was the standards of design of the paving and pedestrian
barriers on the south side of Sloane Square which partly prompted the
Saciety to call for the Street Scene Design Guide, the Society does approve
of the improvements to the central area of Sloanc Square itself. The
guality of both paving and street furniture are exemplary and we consider
the simple design of the Square and its unique character have been substan-
tially enhanced. We congratulate the Borough.
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The Chelsea Residents’
Associations meet again

The third meeting of Chelsea residents’ associations under the auspices
of the Chelsea Socicty was held at the Hall of Remembrance in Flood
Street on 3rd. April, 1991. Two representatives of cach association, ward
councillors and of the Chelsea Police were present. On the platform were
Councillor Professor Sir Anthony Coates, Chairman of Planning and Con-
servation for the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, Miss Mary
Dent, Director of Planning and Conservalion, and Mr. David Le Lay,
Chairman of the Chelsea Society.

The Cheyne Walk Trust enquired about the Council’s proposals for
traffic-relief as it affected the riverside and whether this would be a “mini-
WEIR"? When would it be activated?

Sir Anthony replied that the Government had rejected plans for WEIR,
which would basically have been a motorway, but that the Council had
commissioned a study for the relief of traffic in the Earls Court Road. It
had to be secn whether any element of WEIR might be kept but it would
have to be a limited scheme because of the cost, which at the last estimate
would have been in the region of £160,000,000.

There had been two basic proposals. One was environmental improve-
ments within the one-way system; the other, a new road for heavy vehicles
with direct access to the Earls Court Exhibition Centre. But there was
unlikely to be any construction within two 1o threc years.

Askefl by Mr. Ian Frazer, the Treasurer of the Chelsea Saciety, what
the environmental improvements would be, Sir Anthony mentioned the
realignment of pavements and the planting of trees, to which Miss Dent
added tralfic constraint to produce a smoother flow,

Strcssing_the Council's former hopes for a larger-scale scheme, Sir
Anthony said, “We are left, in effect, with almost nothing. We are trying
to make the best of a bad job.”

The St. Leonard's Terrace Association pointed out that the humps in
their road had been “amazingly effective” in slowing traffic and might be
applicable elsewhere. Sir Anthony replied that this was being considered
but that, unless carefully positioned, the humps could result in the diversion
of traffic into neighbouring streects.

Asked about the restraining of heavy lorries in Chelsea, Miss Dent said
that the M25 had reduced the number of heavy vehicles in London.

_When the poor condition on the lamps on the Embankment was raised,
Sir Anthony replied that the Council would like to sec them restored but,
because of the cost, which would be more than £100,000, this could not
be done immediatcly although a start would be made during the year.
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The Markham Squarc Association asked about the proliferation of
restaurants in the King’s Road, the most controversial being the
McDonald’s “fast-food” restaurant on the corner of Royal Avenuc, Sir
Anthony replicd that some of the recent Government legislation over the
change of usc of retail premiscs had been scriously wrong and that the
Council had taken this up with the Minister concerned, although no action
had as yet been taken.

The Association asked whether it was true that the Council had plans
to open privately-owned open spaces to the public. Sir Anthony assured
them that the statement in a chapter of the draft Urban District Plan,
which had led to these alarming press reports, was no more than an
expression of the Council’s wish that morc use should be made of existing
open space. .

The Paulton's Square Association was worried that private squares might
be bought by individuals or companics and the spacc used for tennis
courts, or car parks. Sir Anthony said that he did not know of any such
application but such changes would be prevented. Miss Dent added that
there had been one application for the use of a garden by a small school.

The Wellington Squarc Association asked if the Council could control
the looks of the King's Road and whether it could all be designated as a
Conservation Arca. Miss Dent replied that many of the commercial
displays were outside the Council’s control although there had been some
suceesses. As Lo the enlarging of the Conservation Areas, il was felt that
some of the buildings in the King’s Road werc not of a quality to warrant
it and, in any casc, if such protection was spread too widely it would be
devalued. Sir Anthony added that the Council might consider a new
planning arca designation below the Conscrvation Area.

The Netherton Grove Association asked about the new St. Stephen’s
Hospital and its size, particularly that of the nurses” home, Sir Anthony
snid that it had been one of the Council’s few victorics on this issue when
its protest against the scale of the Health Authority's plans had been
upheld by the Minister concerned and it had been reduced.

The Dovehouse Strect Association asked about the proposed site for
the Chelsea station on the planned Tube line to Hackney and was it to
be on Dovehouse Green? Miss Dent said that the station might be under-
neath but that access would be across the road, possibly on the corner of
Oakley Street opposite Argyll House. Mr. Le Lay said it was the view of
the Chelsea Society that a new Tube station in West Chelsea to serve St.
Stephen’s Hospital and the Chelsea Football Ground was absolutely
necessary.

After further discussion, the meeting adjourncd for winc as guests of
the Chelsca Socicty.
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Keeping our eyes open
HUGH KRALL assesses

environmental improvements for the
Chelsea Society

In the Town Hall at Kensington we assemble in onc of the little commit-
tee rooms on the first floor. On the way up I pause to scrutinize critically
Basil Spence's entrance hall. It is a trifle gloomy with its red brick walls
and paving in spite of the huge array of incandescent lamps overhead.
And were the poriers in the reception desk quite as glamorous as he would
have imagined?

Photographs of the entries are pinned up round us in various categorics.
Over coffee we study these, cyeing one another covertly, Menghi
Mulchandani, a young woman in a wheel chair, with her pusher, is there
to represent the disabled. Michael Middleton, former Dircctor of the Civic
Trust (who spoke recently to the Chelsea Sociely at one of our lectures)
is my oppositc number for the Kensington Society. Then there is Mary
Dent, head of the Borough's Planning Department, Peter Mishcon, her
nominee, an architect, as well as Denis McCoy, employed by the Borough
to sct up the Awards, and, of course, Councillor Desmond Harney, who
is our Chairman.

After a short pep talk, when we are all adjured to use Christian names,
there is some preliminary discussion about the entries and the categories
they are in. We are unable to agree to climinatc any schemes outright
and so embark on the mini-bus to visit, or at least drive past, all. Menghi
has already visited those that claim to cater for the handicapped and, as
we go round, has many sensible, and not immediately obvious, things 1o
say about them.

The Environmental Award Scheme was the brainchild of David
Campion, an architect member of the Council. The aim was to encourage
the small scale improvements that would not normally be considered for
one of the national awards and to increase our awareness of our surround-
ings. Although the scheme has been going since 1977, it is not regarded
as important as was hoped. No doubt this is partly due to the nature of
development in London. Architects and their clients are not exclusively
local, and an award in one borough will not create great waves throughout
the Metropolis. One result (or perhaps cause) is the low level of entries.
Considering the number of planning applications made {of which the
Chelsea Society's Planning Sub-Committee only sces the more important)
there should be plenty of potential entries. All members of the Chelsca
Society should keep an eye open for possible entrics and persuade the
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owners, or their architects, to enter their schemes, All they have to do
initiaily is fill in a little bluc form from the Information Office at the Old
Town Hall before 31st March. Not only whole new buildings are eligible
— pgouwdl restorations, sensitive extensions, railings — the improvements
to Sloane Square have been suggested as an entry for next year.

Qur mini-bus, cquipped with wheel chair access, sets off in mild weather
and heavy traffic for Chelsea. I sit next to Mary Dent and am amazed by
her detailed knowledge of what is going on, not only in the development
ficld but in roads, Albert Bridge, the railway bridges — even a squabble
between my neighbour and the Chelsca Yacht and Boat Company. We
pass Atlantic Court in the King’s Road (an cntry) but do not stop. We
do however get out and look at 44 Tite Strect, recently repointed and
redecorated, but decide it could have becn better done. Apollo Place, a
hidden corner behind Turmer's House in Cheyne Walk, hitherto sadly
ncplected, is examined in detail but thought to be a little frivolous. Some
houses in First Strect have been entered as a group. Sadly, we think the
detailing weak and inconsistent even though we admire the effort that has
gone into providing new railings, entrance steps and pointing.

There arc no more Chelsca schemes this year, so we set off for, to me,
unknown parts of North Kensington but via the slightly unsatisfactory
redevelopment of 29 The Boltons, where the added floor looks top heavy
despite clever reproduction of period details.

North Kensington provides us with some interesting housing schemes
as well as the St. Charles Sixth Form College (given an award for Access
for the Disabled), a nursing home for the elderly in Ladbroke Road {which
could not be given an Award for Access for the Disabled!), developments
in Lambton Place, an interesting new corner in Portobello Road and many
others in obscure parts of the Borough north of the canal (yes, dear
[ricnds, even there there is life).

En route we pass the Natural History Muscum in Cromwell Road,
cntered for the restoration of Waterhouse'’s multicolourcd tower roof,
beautifully executed but no mare than you could cxpect for a Grade |
Listed Building in the ownership of the Crown. We also pass the V & A,
entered for its cleaning. Here we feel that the cleaning has so much
enhanced the building that we look at it with fresh eyes. The noble senti-
ments embodied in its sculpture! So alien to us now as to be incomprehen-
sible. We give it an award under “General Environmental Improvements™.

The best is to come.

A small housing scheme in North Kensington, skilfully emulating the
adjacent Victorian Church School in style and colouring. These small-scale
Housing Trust schemes are exceedingly difficult to raise above the purely
functionat level. There is so little money that to produce a building of
distinction and stilf provide decent paving and railings is a rare achicvement.
5t. Clement’s Court on the Corner of Stoneleigh Street and Treadgold
Street is one such for the Octavia Hill, Latimer and Rowe Housing Trust
and we felt that they and their architects, the Stillman Eastwick Field
Partnership most certainly deserved an award.
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Nearer home a new pedestrian precinct has been created on the site of
the old Kensington Barracks. Here one may have coffec out of doors in
nicely paved surroundings with a stunning view of Sir George Gilbert
Scott’s spire of St. Mary Abbots rising up behind the Georgian facades
of Kensington Church Street.

Finally, and unanimously accliimed as the best, we saw “Kensington
Cloisters”. This clegant little development can only bc scen from
Kensington Church Walk, or by the footpath from High Street Kensington
past the Old Library. Its official cntrance is through existing buildings in
Kensington Church Street. It faces on to the churchyard of St. Mary
Abbots with its great trees and reflects the ceclesiastical surroundings with
a screen of Gothic arches, behind which lie the new buildings. Not only
is this in itsell an aesthetically pleasing device but the churchyard is
enhanced by the completion of its fourth side in so sympathetic a manner.
This development is for Try Property Ltd. whose architects, Andrews
Downic and Partners, are greatly to be congratulated on achieving a design
and getting it built which docs cverything the Environmental Award
Scheme sets out to encourage. Well worth a visit, though it is sad that
for commercial reasons this has to be for office and not for residential use.

So we return to the Town Hall for {a very late) lunch to discuss and
consolidate our views and disperse much later (and more exhausied) than
any of us expected.

Getting in touch with the Society

Subscriptions

Annual subscriptions fall due on Ist. January, if you have not made
arrangements to pay your subscription by Banker's Order, you should
send your subscription (£5 per person, £7 for marricd coupies) to the
following address: Hon. Treasurer, The Chelsea Society, 6 Edith Terrace,
London SW10 0TQ

It would be of help to the Socicty if as many members as possible were
1o pay their subscription by Direct Debit; including those who currently
pay by Banker’s Order. Forms may be obtained from the Hon. Treasurer
or by using the form in the Society’s “Join Now™ leaflet which is available
from Chelsea Library.

Life members are asked to consider making i donation to the Socicty.

Membership

Any corrections or amendments to members’ names and addresses, or
enquiries regarding joining the Socicty should be addressed to:
Hon. Membership Secretary, The Chelsea Society, 10/92 Elm Park
Gardens, London SW10 9PE

23




Stanley House: can it be
saved for Chelsea?

by David Le Lay

1991 is the tercenicnary of the generally accepted date when Stanlcy
House was built at the western end of the King's Road. However, Chelsca
historians have tended to cast doubt on this date as being too carly; yet,
there is evidence to suggest that the house is actualiy elder than 300 years.

There is a distinct tendency to call all historic buildings in the classical
style either “Queen Afine” or, even more commonly, “Georgian™. This
omits to credit the considerable number of finc buildings, especially
medium to small mansion houses, built during the reigns of Charles I1
and William & Mary, which arc the very cpitome of the English classical
house.

One of the reasons for this anomally is that many of these houses were
subsequently “modernised”. The 18th. century “window replaccment
industry™ in particular was very active and managed to completcly change
the character of many of these buildings which has mislead future historians
as to their real date. A notable Chelsea example is the Royal Hospital
which, although it was built between 1682-92, can casily be mistaken for
a Georgian building by those not knowing it was designed by Sir Christopher
Wren. This is largely on account of its double-hung sash windows which
were inserted by Robert Adam in the 1760°s as a replacement for the
original lcaded-light mullioned and transomed casements.

Similarly, Stanlgy House has deceived many a scholar, including the
author of Volume 1V of The Survey of London, Walter Godfrey, who,
in 1913, wrote “It would seem from the character of the architecture that
the house in its present form was not crected until the reign of George
I and “it is an excellent example of a Georgian house”. Stanley House,
like the Royal Hospital, has Georgian windows but that is all that is
Georgian about it; in all other resepets it is typical of a type of house built
during the reign of Charles 11 (1660-89). The particular type to which
Stanley House belongs is known as a “compact double-pile”.

The characteristics of these houses, of which there are a surprisingly
largc number throughout the country, arc that they have a square or
rectangular plan whose dimensions are usually in multiples of 15 feet
(Stanley House is a 45 foot square). This mathcmatical preoccupation
with geometry is continued throughout the design which was always rigidly
symmetrical, certainly so far as the external clevations were concerned,
with usually a front door to both the entrance and the garden fronts.
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A reconstruction of Stanley House as it might have looked when originafly
built.
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These houses have two principal floors of equal grandeur and importance
(Georgian houses usually have only onc piano nobile) the upper fiocor
being reached by means of a spacious ceremonial staircase. The ground
floor was raised upon a basement, normally containing kitchens and cellars,
and there was an attic floor in the form of a hipped roof with dormer
windows: all four fioors being connected by the “back stairs”. The hipped
roof was surmounted by a leaded flat roof which was usually surrounded
by a balustrade with an octagonal glazed cupola or lantern providing access
and a crowning feature to the whole design. These houses were invariably
built in prominent positions and such roof terraces enabled the owners to
enjoy the view. As the balustrade and cupola were entirely of timber
construction and especially vulnerable to the cffects of the weather, only
a few have survived. Stanley House has all of these characleristics and
where the features no longer exist, there is substantial evidence 10 be
found in the building itsclf that they did once exist.

These houses are often called “Restoration Houses™ for they were built
at a time of prosperity and confidence after the restoration of the monarchy
in 1660. Their architectural inspiration came from designs of the 1630's
by Inigo Joncs. Influencés can also be traced from France where Charles
IT had spent most of his exile and also Holland from where many Huguenot
refugees came to this country at that time,

Chelsea’s principal historian, Thomas Faulkner, tells us in his Chelseq
and its Environs that Stanley House was built in about 1691, it was left
in an unfinished state and unoccupied for several years, The date of 1691
is the year of the death of William Stanley who was the grandson of Sir
Robert Stanley, second son of the sixth Earl of Derby. William Stanley
was the last in that particular line of the Stanley family and as he had no
direct heirs this would explain why the house remained unoccupied after
his death. It was usual for people to build a new house for themsclves
either upon becoming married or inheriting. William Stanley inherited
the family home, then known as “Brickhills”, in 1676 and it is thereforc
most likely that he set about building Stanlcy House in the 1680's but that
its internal fitting out was not completed when he died. This is borne out
by the architectural cvidence; for although the design of the house is
“Restoration”, the internal panclling which survives is early cighteenth
century.

Stanley House vriginally stood within heavily wooded grounds with
tree-lined avenues aligned onto its principal elevations and formal gardens
on the north side of the house. To the south there was a walled forecourt
with a fine pair of gates and gate piers, aligned onto the front door, which
was the main entrance from the King's Road. The stable yard was located
to the west of the housc.

One unanswered question is whether or not the original house had
windows on its east and west elevations. There is no doubt that these
clevations did have at least “blind™ windows; but the building of the
Hamilton Room in the 1820s obliterated the east elevation and only part
of the west elevation is still visible today. This has only one window at
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first floor level and evidence of painted trompe l"oeil windows in the other
“blind" openings (if present plans for the change of use and conversion
of the house are approved, this elevation too will be completely obliter-
ated). Ashdown Housc on the Berkshire/Oxfordshire borders, built in
1663, has a virtually identical plan to Staniey House and it has windows
on all elevations. However, Dr. Alison Maguire who is currently catalogu-
ing the Bodleian Library’s Rawlinson Collection of house plans of the
1680s, belicves one of these plans to be the Stanley House pattern and
that has no windows to the side clevations,

Since Walter Godfrey surveyed the house in 1913, it has undergone
several unfortunate alterations and it is today in a poor state of repair,
The finc panelled rooms on the first floor are neglecicd and unused and
those on the ground floor which are currently let-out for a variety of social
and cducational functions, are decorated and furnished in an unsympathetic
manner. The future of Stanley Fouse is uncertain; the present owners,
London University, want to convert it into commercial offices but their
detailed plans cast doubt as 1o whether this is a suitable use for the building.

The architectural and historic importance of Stanley House is such that
it demands careful repair and scholarly restoration and that the enjoyment
of this particular type of English classical house should be available to
the widest possible public. It would certainly be unfortunate if the public
were denied even the limited opportunity to enjoy this building which has
existed in recent years.
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An achievement: the
restoration of St. Luke’s

by Tom Faire

On October 20th, 1991, our patronal festival, the congregation of St.
Luke's, the principal parish church of Chelsca, gave thanks for the com-
pletion of our great restoration programme, which began with the sale of
the Rectory in Old Church Street in 1983. Over £1,600,000 has been raiscd
to ensure that St. Luke's can continue to serve the local community.

During the first 160 years of its life, the ravages of the clements and
pollution had taken their toll on the soft Bath stonc fabric of this finc
church, This was made warse by a bomb dropped on the site of the old
St. Luke’s School (now St. Luke’s Hall) which severely damaged the cast
end of the church gencrally. Some cssential repairs had been carried out,
notably the cast window was replaced to a design by Hugh Easton in 1958
and the aisic roofl was repaired to check leaks after an appeal to “Save
St. Luke's”. However the money raised by the parish in the "Sixtics and
'Seventies was insufficient to tackle the overall problems of longstanding
decay and deterioration of parts of the structure. After a thorough exami-
nation of the fabric by our architects, Donald Insall and Associates, a
phased programme of restoration was prepared and an appeal was
launched.

Originally, the church was built of solid stock brick (which can best be
scen from the fine, brick vaults and inverted arches in the crypt) with a
stone cladding between two and four inches thick, fixed to the brickwork
by intermittent iron cramps. The greatest part of the restoration work
went into the replacement of stone which had eroded for a variety of
reasons. Water penetrating the cladding had rusted the iron cramps in
places and, because rusted iron expands roughly eight times, this had
forced the stonc apart. (Fortunately when the iron tic bars which
strengthen the tower were cxposed they were found to be in much better
condition than we feared.) However the main cause of the deterioration
was crosion of tracery, mouldings and ashlar by rain, wind, [rost and
pollution, to such an cxtent that much of the detail was completcly lost
and some of the stone was falling away — a particular worry over the
west porch where stone was literally crumbling.

First, the stone was cleaned by gentle abrasive action of damp fine sand
5o that the full problem could be seen by our architects. Then the masonry
was assesscd, stone by stone, carefully cut out if too far gone, replaced
or recarved and pointed to match. Fortunately the criginal quarry at
Doulting which supplied the stonc was still producing, which accounts for
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ncar perfect match of the new to the existing stone. In some places the
stones were so croded that the architect was able to excrcise a little
imagination — the uppermost string course on the north nave wall contains
sculpted heads of the rector and two churchwardens.

While the phases of stonework repair proceeded in an orderly fashion
round the church, contract by contract, there was other work to do inside.
To casure that the life of the church could flourish in its newly repaired
building it needed to be sensitively adapted for its present day usc. First
a ramp for the disabled was built at the west end and glass doors were
installed 1o enable passers-by to enjoy the nave vista when the church was
closed. Then our attention was turned to the beautifully-proportioncd
vestry at the cast end, severely bomb-damaged and painted like a colour
card. The fine panelling was repaired, missing sections were replaced and
the original collapsible changing cubicle for the priest was made to work
again. A new lavatory replaced the one which drained into the gardens
and was connected to the mains, Relieving the vestry of its clutter meant
space had 10 be found elsewhere for choir and clergy robes, so new cup-
boards were built in the north aisle in oak to match the elegant detailing
of the existing joinery. The crypt, which was used as a youth club, was
converied into parish offices for the S1. Luke and Christchurch clerpy
tcam and for the Chelsca Social Council.

Whilst investigating the different options for lighting during the general
rewiring we stumbled across the original mechansim for raising and
lowering the great nave chandeliers, which caused such a furore when the
church was opened. As we discovered, it is impossible to hear what is
happening inside the church when you are above the vault; the operatives
cmployed to lower the lights at the end of the inaugural scrvice lowered
them too soon, terrifying the congregation who belicved that the first
stonc vault since mediaeval times was falling on top of them! Our own
attempts to re-usc the same lifting gear ended in near disaster, when we
borrowed a giant chandelicr from Christopher Wray to give an impression
of the original lighting scheme; with two of us hoisting and several posted
up the tower stairs to relay messages into the nave, we began to winch
the chandelier up into position on the cnd of the great chain. Having
made the chain fast we were about to descend to view the chandelier,
when the original ratchet began to skip and the chandelier to descend out
of control. Faster and faster it unwound, and cventually the chain flew
off the drum aitogether. Fortunately, the end of the chain lodged itself
into a cleft between two rafiers and the chandelier came to an abrupt halt
two fect above the flagstoned floor of the nave!

Apart from the lighting and rewiring, the heating has been overhauled
and clectric heating installed in cvery pew. The most recent phase of
restoration, matking the climax of the work has been the cleaning and
repair of the reredos, including the cleaning and relining of Northeote’s
painting The Entombment and the commissioning of new festive altar palls.

The appeal is officially finished now but there are still important areas
to complete: the bells require work so that they can be enjoyed into the
21st. century and the gardens, railings and gates require care and attention.
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Frqm Dr. Phené to
Mpyr. Heseltine

by Guy Topham

Towards the end of 1991, trees became a focus of attention. Mr. Michacl
Heseltine, the Secretary of Stale for the Environment, ceremoniously
planted a tree in the streets of Chelsea and a new system of volunteer
“tree wardens” was launched by the Council to monitor their condition
in the Royal Borough. This was continuing the work started more than
a century ago by one of the legendary figures of Chelsea’s past: Dr. John
Samuel Phené.

Today he is commemorated by the name of Phené Street and the Phené
Arms pub but the memorial he would surely have chosen are the trees
he planted thereabouts and which now grow in so many London strects.
For it was Dr. Phené who was credited with starting the practice of planting
trees in the pavements of ordinary London strects. Hitherto, they had
grown in parks and avenues such as The Mall but had not given shade
and grecnery 1o the busy streets themsclves.

But, for long after his death in 1912 at the age of 89, hc was primarily
remembered as the eccentric builder of the most extraordinary house in
Chelsca. This was variously known as “Gingerbread Castle™ and the
“haunted house™ and stood at the corner of Qakley Strect and Upper
Cheyne Row until 1923, A tall house, encrusted with statuary, gargoyles,
pillars, pediments, classical pillasters, ogee windows and assorted and
nicknackery, and its large garden, darkened by trees and shrubs, was also
cluttered with statucs. It was never occupicd by its builder, who lived
across the road at 32 Oakley Street.

The house gave rise to the legend that Dr. Phené had built the house
for his bride, who had dicd on the eve of their wedding and that the
house, complete with untouched wedding breakfast, had been locked and
lcft from that day.

In fact, Dr. Phené had not ‘emulated Dickens’s Miss Havisham but had
married and named Margaretta Terrace after his wife. The marriage had
not lasted and she had left him to live in Pans and the house, where they
had never lived, remained empty.

John Phcné inherited some acres of Chelsea to cither side of Oakley
Street, qualified as an architect and indulged his tastes as an antiquary
and traveller. He lectured to learned societies on such diverse subjects as
“The Prchistoric Traditions and Customs in connection with the Sun and
Serpent Worship”, “Some Linguistic Synonyms in the Pre-Roman
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Languages of Britain and Italy” and *Decudrophoria, Rescarches for and
Examination of Still-Existing People, Languages and Customs mentioned
by Herodotus, Stralio, ete., in India, Thrace, Italy and Western Europe.”

He was a striking figure, cven in Chelsca when it was the artists’ quarter
of London, with his white moustache, beard and long hair, tail black hat
and cloak. Proud of his Huguenot ancestry he decided to name his strange
housc in Qukley Street after his ancestral home, the Chateau de Savenay.
He never occupied the house, which was as ornate inside as out, and some
said that he left it incomplete so as to avoid paying rates; after his death
it remained unoccupied until demolished in 1924,

Dr. Phend left his library and papers to Chelsea Polytechnic but all
were burned during the Blitz. Would they have illuminated his curious
character? Perhaps, but it may bc best to leave him as he appears in
tradition: one of the most remarkable of Chelsea’s almost extinct breed
of cccentrics.

(See iflustrations, pages 40-41.}

New at the Library
The annual list of additions to Chelsea Library.

BRITTAIN, VERA Testament of a Peace Lover. Letters
from Vera Brittain. Virago Press,
1988. Lived at 19, Gicbe Place.

DELANEY,I].G.P. Charles Ricketts: a Biography.
Clarendon Press, 199%). Has connec-
tions with The Vale and Beaufort
Street.

DODGSON, ELYSE First Lines: Young Writers at the
Royal Courr. Hodder, 1990. Four
plays first performed at the Royal

Court.
FLEMING, G. H. James Abbon McNeill Whister: a
Life. The Windrush Press, 1991.
WHITELAW, LIS The Life and Rebellious Times of

Cicely Hamilton. Womens Press,
1990. Lived at 44, Glebe Place.

31




Down the garden paths . . .

by Kenwyn Pearson®

In the carly 1990s, we are all too well aware of the effects of tralfic and
the increasing demand on our space. But in Chelsea we are lucky to have
a good proportion of open space and gardens and trees which help to
filter noise and reduce pollution. Also in Chelsea many private properties
have well-established gardens in which the owners take pride. So [ would
like to muse for a while on how Chelsea has evolved horticulturally.

The manor of Chelsea, acquired by King Henry VIIIL in the 15305, had
a great garden, which, as seen on a map by James Humilton of 1664, was
planted with bays, cherries, nut trees, damsons, peaches, 2(H) damask
roscs, whitethorn and privet hedges. It also employed 29 gardeners and
six women weeders. Equal opportunitics did not form part of 16th century
legislation.

The Royal Hospital had not been built, and the King's Road was com-
pleted for Charles H to drive from Whitehall to the Old Fulham Ferry,
mentioned in Domesday Book, cn route for Putney and his palace at
Hampton Court, where the gardens were being restyled in the fashionable
French style. All the land now bounded by Old Church Strect, Beaufort
Strect, the Fulhum Road and the Thames was the great garden of Sir
Thomas More and goes back into history before the Physic Garden came
into existence. More’s garden was visited by Erasmus and Holbein and
had a wide range of shrubs. More grew rosemary in abundance. In the
north-cast corner stood the great elm known as the Queen's Elm, beneath
which Queen Elizabeth I supposedly sheltered from a rainstorm while
walking with Lord Burleigh. By 1625 More's garden had been incorporated
in Chelsca Park and by 1876 it was built over by the Elm Park Estate,

The Chelsea Physic Garden came into being in 1673 with the lcase of
3'%4 acres from Lord Cheyne to form the garden of the Apothecarics. The
famous cedars of Lebanon were planied in about 1683 and the high wall
surrounding it was built to prevent theft of specimens. This wall enabled
an even greater range of plants to be grown and the large stove-greenhouse
was built in the garden in 1681.

The arrival of Hans Sloane on the scene in 1684 was to significuntly
change horticulture in Chelsea, particularly in the Physic Garden and in
the pragressive development of the Cadogan Estate and, indeed, the
whole world of horticulture.

*Head gardener 1o the Cadogan Estate.
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The Manor of Chelsea survived in various forms and with additions and
changes until it was sold to Charles Cheyne in 1667, In 1698 it passed to
his son, and he sold the entire cstate and Manor to Sir Hans Sloanc in
1712. This signalled the end of the old Chelsca and the beginning of a
new era, some of which survives to the present day. It was through the
marriage of onc of Sloane’s daughters, Elizabeth, to the second Lord
Cadogan that the Cadogans came into possession of a large part of Chelsea.

Horticulturally the next major period of change came through Henry
Holland, the architect. In the 1770s he was working as an assistant to
“Capability™ Brown, the famous landscaper, and made an approach o
Lord Cadogan with plans for a new development. Holland then leascd
about 100 acres of what was to become Hans Town in the arca we now
know as Sloane Street, Sloane Square, Hans Place, Cadogan Square and
Cadogan Place. In his proposed development he reserved himself 21 acres
on the west side of the land, near what we now know as Pavilion Road,
and here he crected an clegant house and planted gardens. It was sup-
posedly from this design that, in 1787, he built the first Brighton Pavilion
designed as a classical villa.

In the 1770s, market gardens were gaining in importance and Jacques
Poupart developed one on what is now the Chelsca Football Ground at
Stamford Bridge. Then there was the Royal Exotic Nursery near to what
is now South Kensington underground station, which, trading under the
name of Wills and Segar, sold palms, pot plants and floral arringements
to the large houses of London, including Buckingham Palace. Knight and
Perry latler ran the nursery until 1853 when Veitch took it over.

Holland died in 1806 and the Pavilion was sold to a Peter Denys. The
population of Chelsea coatinued to rise as London expanded and took
up more ol the surrounding villages. This development had made Holland
rcalisc the potential of the arca, but it was also this that cventually
destroyed most of the green spaces. About 14 acres of land to the west
of the Pavilion was leased in the mid-19th century as market gardens and
nurserics but the development of Cadogan Square and Lennox Gardens
was soon to change this. The market gardens sold their produce to residents
in Hans Town and pcople who lived ncarer the river in the ever-growing
Cadogan Estate. Slowly the market gardens were pushed out of the arca
and the land was taken over for recreation, or ornamental gardens. These
became the London squares and private gardens we know today.

One of the largest private gardens in Chelsea surviving to this day is
on Sloane Street and known as Cadogan Place Garden. As a private
garden, this was fenced towards the cnd of the 18th, century, when a
London Botanic Garden was formed by a man named Salisbury. This
covered six acres, and included a library, hot house, greenhouse and
conscrvatory. In 1807, the plants were labelled and the {ull details of the
garden were revealed in the August edition of The Gentleman's Magazine
in 1810. Horticultural students attended lectures there and from May to
September concerts were held in the gardens; subscribers to the garden
living within one mile paid 11 guincas per year for membership. In 1991,
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the garden measured 744 acres, cost over £100,000 a year to maintain and
was run by 21 gardencrs. The range of plantings and species has changed
substantially not least becausc of the problems of Dutch Elm disease and
the storm of 1987. But most of the existing framework of the garden, the
lawns, paths and shrubberies has not changed for over 100 years.

Paultons Squarc was built in the 1830s on a market garden and named
after Paultons in Hampshire, the country seat of George Stanley, Sir Hans
Sioane’s son-in-law, and, of course, survives as a garden. Markham Square
which was laid out in 1836 was built on a field, which was part of what
was known as Box Farm. Chelsca Square was renamed in the 1920s, being
previously Trafalgar Square, long before the famous one in Westminster
and has an intercsting square garden. The famous Chelsea Rectory garden,
dating back to 1566, contains mulberrics said to have been planted in the
reign of Queen Elizabeth I; there arc other mulberries in Chelsea planted
during the reign of Charles 1.

Lennox Gardens was built on Prince's Cricket Ground after ils lease
had cxpircd in 1885. QOakley Street and Qakley Gardens have strong
gardening links and Qakley Square, renamed Carlyle Square in 1872 in
honour of Thomas Carlyle, was built on a market garden. In 1851, Dr.
J. S. Phené, who built Carlton Terrace and Phene Street, planted many
of the trees which survive in that area today. Part of the wide boulevard
of Royal Avenue, built to connect the Chelsea Hospital with Kensington
Palace, but never completed beyond the Kings Road, survives today.
Chelsea also has squares, churchyards and gardens maintained by resi-
dents’ associations and individuals for the benefit of the community.

And so to the future. It is most important that the cities of the world
keep and mainiain their open spaces, trees and landscapes and we should
follow the lead of many countrics, particularly on the Continent, and
cncourage patios, pots, containers and window-box gardening. Elm
Discase and the storm of 1987 presented a wonderful challenge to us all
for change and development, The Clean Air Acts have done much to
reduce the effects of pollution, and modern hybridizers, plant breeders
and plant colleciors have vastly increased our awareness of horticulture
and the range of plants avaiiable.

‘We are also fortunate in having an active Chelsea Gardens Guild, which
encourages all gardeners to create an enjoyable environment and practice
good gardening, arranges lectures, demonstrations and discussions on hor-
ticultural subjects. The Guild also arranges tours of nurseries, and gardens
of interest, provides authoritative advice on horticultural matters and
organises competitions. This organisation is a good way of encouraging
our community to brighten and improve the environment. It also reminds
us of our horticultural heritage in Chelsea.

For details of membership of the Chelsea Gardens Guild apply to Mrs.
Pamela Sheridan, 24 Paultons Square, London SW33AP (071-3520158).

(See illustration, page 43)
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An appreciation of the Rev.
Prebendary C. E. Leighton Thomson

He came in 1950 to a church curtained by tarpaulin, still shaking off
the rubble from a dircct hit in 1941, As a tecnager — the term ill fits one
who is invariably well groomed — he had visited the Old Church and
been intrigued by the ornate choir stalls and the dark-stained pews. He
found it quaint but when, after serving a curacy in south London, he spent
three years as a chaplain in Alexandria, he must have thought longingly
of its cool setting. On his return he found in working order only that
corner of the church that had once belonged to Thomas More. Here the
heart of the parish still beat; here Leighton took his first service as vicar
beforc a congregation provided with makeshift pews and hassocks. The
roof had mostly gone, and the strains of the upright piano were carried
away, whenit rained, by the clatter on the reinforced asbestos roof above.

To be aware of those carly days, and to contrast them with the orderly
brightness of the building today, is to get some measure of the extent to
which Leighton, over forty years, has nurtured and cherished his church,
and breathed into it once again the ardent spirit of worship that had been
rudely interrupted. It needed a man, strong, and if need be ruthless,
enough to confront the manifold problems ahead, and the time in which
to tackle them. In Leighton, barely into his thirtics, they chose well;
better, perhaps than they knew.

Whecn, cight years after his appearance, the Otd Church was triumphantly
reconsecrated in the presence of royalty and to the flourish of trumpets,
it had become whole again, but the occasion was not so much an end as
a beginning. There was as yet no vicarage, or church hall, they were still
signing cheques in the mid-'Sixtics to pay for the restoration work, and
some formidable monuments had to be found a new resting place. This
was achicved in the case of the Gervoise Arch and the Stanley Memorial
only after much heart-searching, opposition — though not from the bulk
of the parish — and wearisome negotiation, during which the impatience
of the vicar was contained by his own deep sense of history and its perspec-
tive, and by a succession of churchwardens whom he found providentialty
well-cquipped Lo deal with each new crisis,

A parish magazine stepped gingerly into the second half of the 20th
century, replacing the few columns in the magazine of St. Luke’s to which,
as a chapel of ease, the Old Church had been restricted before the war.
The children’s service was another area where no legacy had been left,
From scratch he has built it up into an occasion the good name of which
has spread well beyond thc narrow confines of the parish. His firm
mellifiuous voice has sailed unscathed through countless half-hours — he
disdains statistics — and through the sneezing and wailing that punctuate
the best of services of that kind. He has used paper work, blackboards,
even a conjuring trick to hold attention without ever losing that delicate
balance between informality and reverence on which success depends.
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Stewardship, removing from the weekly offertories the burden of the
church’s running costs, was a frail child of the *Sixties that works smoothly
now, though never in danger of being over-subscribed. Consultation over
the form and siting of the More statue, about the same time, marked the
starting point of a gradual but steady growth in good relations between
his church and the neighbouring Roman Catholic one, in which both
parties have played their part. [t was no surprise, when, in 1986, his work
was rccognized by his appointment as Prebendary of St. Paul's.

Leighton is not one to get submerged in a sca of domestic activitics and
their problems. His link with the Territorial Army as a long-serving chap-
lain opened one wiidow; others were captaining partics to Egypt, or the
Holy Land, or farther flung holidays with his wife, Prudence, upon whom
he so much relied. In the Masonic order he has reached a position close
to the top. About his sketching there is nothing amateurish. Those who
have cnjoyed his Christmas cards would believe him well qualificd to be
a member of the Chelsea Arts Club, were he not already an honorary life
member by virtue of his office in the church. He first saw his sketches as
marking the steps by which the church was restored and adorned, but
part of the satisfaction he derives from the hobby is the sense of relaxation
it induccs.

How can anyone write of the ways in which a priest gives help to those
in spiritual need? Intimacy in such matiers is a barrier to be crossed only
with delicacy, yet onc cxample may suggest countless others which remain
untold. A bercaved husband sought the formal guidance and comfort of
religion. After a shrewd delay, out of the blue came an invitation to join
Leighton in scrubbing the church floor. Scrubbing a floor is a fine activity;
it induces a feeling of humility, and is not as hard on the back as it sounds.
No great scope for conversation, bul in the peace of a church quite devoid
of gloom, its healing cffect was powerful. A bottle of brandy, Christmas
gift from a parishioner, was broached to cclebrate the completion. An
enduring bond had been formed, not only between man and man, but
between man and church.

Nothing more clearly illustrates the strength of Leighton’s faith than
his ability, within a few days of Prudence’s sudden death, to conduct on
his own her funcral service in a church filled with the sound of strong
voices. It was a shining example of all that he has stood for. In the
unbroken line of incumbents since Reginald de St. Albans in 1291
Leighton’s contribution must surely stand among the most impressive.
His successor will find, as he did, a loyal nucleus ready to welcome. The
problems confronting him will be lcss of bricks and mortar and of the
gathering of loose strands together, for the structure has been rebuilt and
works as smoothly as any parish could hope. But in an age of bed-sits,
property developers and weck-ends away, the “village™ church may well
be facing problems no less formidable than the piles of rubble that grected

his predecessor.
Peter Ryde
{See illustration, page 39)
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Not just a piece of cake. The raising of more than £1,600,000 for the restoration of
St. Luke's Church was celebrated by the baking of a suitably iced cake by Jane
Asher, the actress, who runs a bakery and cake-shop in Chelsea. (See page 28.)

{ Photograph by courtesy of the Daily Telegraph).
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Friends who will be remembered. The Rev. Prebendary
Leighton Thomson, who retires after more than 40 yedrs
as Vicar of Chelsea Old Church, with his wife, Prue,
who died this year. (See pages 35 and 61.)

The summer meeting at the Chelsea Arts Club: top right: the Deputy Mayor, Councillor
Desmaond Harney, listens to David Le Lay, Chairman of the Chelsea Society, address
the meeting; top left: Mrs. Lesley Lewis, Hon. Vice-President of the Society; bottom . a—

left: Hugh Gilbert, Chairman of the Chelsea Arts Club, responds; bottom right: Leo The late Kit Gavford, the “clderly, young-minded naiad of Chelsea Reach”, on
and Philippa Bernard of Chelsea Rare Books with Michael Bryan. board her houseboat moored off Cheyne Walk. (See page 63.)
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The planting of trees in Chelsea streets, pioneered by Dr. John Phené (see opposite
and page 30) in the lasi century was continued by Mr. Michael Heseltine, the Secretary
of State for the Environment, when he planted the first of a renewed avenue in Upper
Cheyne Row beside the site of Dr. Phené’s house (see opposite) 1o launch National
Tree Week. (Photograph by Michuel Sumner Esq.)
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extraordinary house on the corner of Oakley Street and Upper Cheyne Row at the
turn of the century. (Photograph by R. A. Inglis; reproduced by couriesy of Dr.
Patrick Lovett and John Bignell Esq.)
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fic e e e e
Green grows Cadogan Place. Kenwyn Pearson, the head gardener of the Cadogan
Estate, in that Chelsea parden, one of many in his care. He writes about their history
on page 32.

The Chelsea watch, which hud.Icfr the trail of clues that Simon Bendall followed 1o
trace its mysterious maker (sce page 57).

Ry Lo

oot

A small victary: the inscription "Stanley Terrace. 1840", which had disappeared A puzzle: where is this street, here drawn by Walter Greaves in 18977 All the buildings
from the pediment of the King's Road terrace between Paulions Square and Beaufors it shows have been replaced but the sign “Christchurch Street” is the clue; it is, of
Street, restored after a request from the Chelsea Society. course, what is now Royal Hospital Road and was once Queen's Road. (By couriesy
of Michael Bryan Esq.)
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STOLEN: The bronze bust
of the novelist Henry James,
which was taken from its
plinth on the landing of the
main staircase of Chelsea
Library at the beginning of
the year (above). Sadly there
is no known copy from
which to cast a replacement.

STOLEN: Derwent Wood's
statue “Aralania”, which
was taken by metal thieves
from its plinth in Cheyne
Walk, near Albert Bridge,
where it had stood for more
than half a century (left). A
new statue is being cast from
the original.

Times past 1.

Before the Victorians
by Arthur Grimwade

Readers of the Socicty's Annual Report may recall that I have previously
offered them plimpses of Chelsea seen through the eyes of a Dutchman
in the 17th. and a Swede in the 18th. centuries, both resulting from chance
discoveries of these accounts, previously printed but scarcely known. Since
then, in a similar piece of serendipity, | have uncarthed what must be, 1
fancy, an extremely rare slim, maroon, paper-bound volume of 1901
entitled Random Recollections of Chelsea and the surrounding District as
a Village in the early part of the last century by An Old Inhabitant. The
copy acquired by the London Library in 1946 bears an inscription on the
introduction page “With the author’s compliments, Tho. Ellenor”.

The anonymous introduction to this little book of 83 pages is dated
1901, Highfield Lodge, Wandsworth Common, and is faced by a
reproduced photograph of a bearded man apparently of carlier date than
the introduction which states that the idca of compiling the recollcctions
from a diary “only occurred to me when confined 1o my room to pass
away some of the weary hours”, so we may presume that he was of a ripe
and failing age by then, borne out by the fact that he writes of “A Boy’s
Tramp to Derby Day” in 1837.

Chapter I begins “In my early recollection, Chelsea had many industries
characteristic of the village, which may have entirely passed away. The
only conveyance — a two-horse coach, called the ‘Village Clock’ — used
to run from the Cross Keys in Lawrence Street, twice a day, for one
shilling to Charing Cross, and onc-and-sixpence 1o the City; time from
Chelsea, ten in the morning and two in the afternoon; supposed to do
the journey in an hour — which it never did.” He goes on “the King's
Road was like a country road, with a toll-gate on the north-east side of
Sloane Squarc” and further that “it only took a second place in Chelsea
proper. Paradise Row and Cheyne Walk were considered the busiest and
most thriving parts of the village.”" He recalled “the first policeman coming
on duty. Nearly all the schoolboys, nurse girls and children turned out to
see him. He was a tall ungainly-looking countryman, dressed in a blue
bobiailed coat, white duck trousers, heavy Blucher boots, and a top hat
and white gloves. For several days an admiring crowd followed him a little
way behind like the tail of a comet, but the novelty wore off after a time.”

Turning to the river front he writes “the Swan Brewcery stood at the
bottom of Swan Walk and between that and the Botanical Gardens was
the Skinners' Company’s Dock and barge wharf, where the state barge
was kept. . . The land between the barge house and the brewery was a
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rare place for cels and a favourite place for us boys to lay night lines, as
it was always well ground-baited by the refuse from the brewery. I have
taken twenty-four ecls off twenty-five hooks on a night line.” Stories
follow of riverside characters, including “Jamic Cator had the reputation
of being a remnant of the old press gang — and looked it every bit" and
“Two watermen went regularly up to Thames Street as carriers . . . They
would frequently bring a barrel of herrings or sacks of potatoes and go
round with a bell and announce they would sell in the boat at the drawdock
and in winter would have flaring lights and sell by Dutch auction. In the
summer there was the grass boat, owned by an old man, his wife and
daughter. . . They came twice a weck with bundles of rush grass cut in
the marshes on the river's bank to sell to the local tradesmen to feed their
horses at three-halfpence a bundle. They were a terribly drunken lot; but
the temptation to drink in those days in Chelsca was very much greater
than at present, for, since I can recollect, in that one road not much over
a mile from Battersea Bridge to Ebury Bridge on the canal, there have
been eighteen public houses closed, and only one new license granted.”

The author’s third chapter “Entertainment and Sports” contains a lively
picture of Chelsea Regatta. “A grand day, usually about Whitsuntide,
when towing took place for various prizes, subscribed for by the inhabit-
ants, the publicans being the most active promoters, and the Icading gentry
patrons and liberal subscribers. . . The amount collected at a time would
be as much as fifty or sixty pounds. There was a grand prize, a boat to
cost twenty pounds and various money prizes. The limit of entries was
twelve, to be drawn by lot by Chelsea watermen. . . The race was in two
heats; the course from a point opposile the Yorkshire Grey stairs, round
a boat moored opposite the Adam and Eve, back and round a boat moored
opposite the Brunswick Tea Gardens at Nine Elms and back to the starting
point. The waterside on a regatta day was like a fair as there were two
or threc mountebanks, a circus and dancing booth on various picces of
vacant ground, Performers dressed as clowns played a river tournament,
sitting on beer barrels afloat, tilting at cach other with long poles. Then
there was an old woman drawn in a washing tub by four geese.” And
more to the same cifect.

The next chapter “Chelsca Nolabilities™ contains a pleasant sketch of
the inhabitants of the Rectory in the early eighteen-thirties. “I well
tecollect the Kingsleys coming to Chelsea. T think it was about 1832. The
first time 1 saw Charles and Henry [the authors] they were boys about
twelve and fourteen. I met them in the Rectory garden at the giving of
prizes to the St. Luke's National School boys, when they were regaled
with buns and milk. The rcctor and the boys were great favourites with
the parishioners, as they were courteous and very free with everybody.”

The picture painted of the river front is tantalisingly far removed from
today’s juggernaut route. “The favourite promenade, especially on a
Sunday, was the River Terrace at the back of Chelsea Hospital. It was
thrown to the public and you gained access to it from the gate of the
private gardens opposite King Charles’s statue. It consisted of a gravelled
terrace and a dwarf wall on the river side, with two rows of immense elms
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commencing at the outlet of Ranelagh Ditch to the river, and ending al
the Round House. On the corner stood the College Water Works, with
the old machinery going to decay, that had been used to pump water for
the hospital. This was a grand place and considered extremely fashionable,
where most of the courting and flirting by the young people was carried
on. The Ranelagh Ditch was the boundary of the hospital grounds and
was an open stream aboul nine fect wide. It was open right up to the end
of Eaton Place. It was crossed by two bridges, one called Ranelagh in the
Pimlico Road, the other called Bloody Bridge between Sloane Square
and Westbourne Street.” [The 1836 map of Chelsca shows the bridge to
the east of Sloane Square at about the start of today’s Clivedon Place so
could he have meant the present Bourne Street?]

He goes on “On the banks of this foul and offensive stream there was
no betier than a common sewer. Between the two bridges were crowded
together a lot of old cottages that were periodically at high tide flooded
by the offensive matter. The district was known as Frog’s Island and
suffered terribly in the outbreak of cholera in 1832. . . I think this stream
is now covered over. It had its rise from the overflow in the Serpentine
and crossed under the road at Knightbridge, about where the Albert Gate
now stands.” A footnote signed J. H. Quinn, who presumably acted as
Ellenor's editor, points out quite correctly, “It marks the parish boundary
and is carried across Sloane Square Station in great iron cylinders.”

After this gloomy picture of the eastern edge of “the village” the author’s
reminiscences become more disjointed but interesting vignettes of the life
of the time appear sporadically. “It was a grand sight on the first of May
to sec the four-horse mail coaches pass along Knightsbridge at cight in
the evening. As many as fourtecn would pass all in their new livery of
scarlet coats, trimmed with lace, the guards blowing their horns. [ have
seen them take up passengers at the top of Sloane Strcet, who arrived
there in one of the old hackney coaches, and it appeared quite an under-
taking to get the passengers on board.” He follows later with the lying in
statc of the Duke of Wellington at Chelsea Hospital: “During the ten
days for which the body was on view the crowd was immense and on
about the third day there were two women trampled to death and a great
number injured owing to the number of artillerymen marching up in a
body and trying 1o force their way through the crowd”. He next recalls
that “The Oxford and Cambridge Boat Race was best seen from Cheyne
Walk as the course at that time was from Westminster to Putney and the
racc was considered a dead certainty for whichever boat got through
Battersca Bridge first and had the Middlesex shore.”

Next comes a chapter on public gardens which begins, “The first that
I recollect was the Manor House in the King’s Road between Little’s
Nursery and Shawfield Street where Radnor Street and the Commercial
Tavern now stand.” The 1836 map shows this as exactly opposite to Jubilee
Placc with “Little’s Botanic Nursery” behind a row of houses facing
Markham Street, and, curiously enough, another Maner House very close
in Smith Street, facing St. Leonard’s Terrace, then called Green's Row.
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The author goes on “It was a detached house with carriage drive in front
and grounds reaching to where the bottom of Radnor Street is. . . in
about 1836 it was taken by a man of the name of Smith and turncd into
a tea and recreation garden, a sort of little Vauxhall with coloured lamps,
statuary, shrubbery, winding path and fountain, with music and dancing. . .
It was carried on only for a few years after which the owners built the
Commercial Tavern, with a large room behind, now Radnor Chapel. . .
Radnor Strect was built lcaving the old Manor House standing at the
corner of the King's Road. It was then turned into the Chelsea Literary
and Scicntific Institution and so continued until removed to the Chelsca
Town Hall. It struggled on for a few years and then came to grief.” A
mare lengthy account of Cremorne then follows and a short mention of
the 1851 Crystal Palace Exhibition, but this was no part of Chelsea itself.

We read further of his childhood memories of the passing of the Reform
Bill of 1832. “There was a great illumination, and gangs of men and boys
went about breaking the windows of all the houses that were not lit up.
The itlumination consisted of tallow candles stuck in square lumps of clay
about six in each window. Chelsea has always had a strong radical clement,
for, during the agitation over the Reform Bill, the Unionists had one or
two meeting-houses. In 1848, the time of the Chartists, one of the sections
met on Chelsea Common and marched to the great meeting on Kennington
Common.” The rest of the story is history with the holding up of the
Chartists at Westminster Bridge and the conveying of the petition to the
House in two four-wheeled cabs.

Ellenor's first gmployment was as a “checker” for landing goods in the
London Docks and to get to work there at cight o'clock he walked for
onc and a half hours from Chelsea and back at four for 12s. a week.
Occasionally, when the tide was right, he would “get a ride home by
taking a scull and dropping up with the tide”, pulling an oar in the boat.
Walking was the normal progress for him. *I have often walked from
Chelsea to the Robin Hood at Kingsion Bottom and back after 1 had
done my day's work, to do my courting and sce the young lady, the
daughter of the head gardencr at Park House, who lived at the lodge by
the entrance gates.” But the girl was sent away as companion o an old
lady in Bath and he does not relate whether or notshe became his wile,

We will close these picturesque extracts from a remarkable sketch of a
century and a half ago and finish with the author's last page devoted to
what we may assume to be his own composition.

Dear old Chelsea, the landmarks fast fading away,

Where the warrior, the statesmen, the grave and the gay,

Came to rest and play.

Where fuir maids and grand dames spent their fortune and fame,

Then flirted away, where grand lords and gay courtiers came

For their wooing by the silent highway.

Where men of learning high in the state,

Passed from their hearths to the dungeons and died for their Faith.

Brave to the lait,

Dear old Chelsea will soon be but a page of the past.
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Times past 2.

After the Victorians
by Bertha Bottrill

No. 2 Trafalgar Square was where 1 lived at the age of five, but we did
not overlook Nelson’s Column with which this address might be associaed.
No, we overlooked a pleasant Chelsea garden “for the use of Residents
only” and for which cach house-owner possessed a key. The owner of our
house, Mrs. Dee, lived on the ground floor and the basement, whilst we
had a large Aat on the First Floor and a charming French lady lived above.

The top end of our square merged into Manresa Road, where there
was a timber-merchant’s business and such a lovely smell of new wood.
Up on the right was the Chelsca Polytechnic, which my sister and I attended
for dancing lessons. Very junior pupils met in a small room at the top of
the building, one day behind a curtain we found a model skeleton hanging,
so obviously the room was used for other lessons. As we progressed we
came down 1o a larger hall complete with gallery and finally having reached
the “Special Dancing Class™ we met in the largest Hall, where our teachers
were really the pupils under surveillance, One would sometimes encounter
Fraulein the principal with her pekinese in attendance.

Sadly, Mrs. Dec died and her relatives decided to sell the house so we
moved to Guthrie Street nearby. Herc our Flat overlooked the Convent
garden and we attended the Convent School, where mother and her sisters
had been pupils before us — they had grown up in Arthur Street. One
Saturday morning we watched many acroplancs flying overhead — a
neighbour announced that they were Germans. Whether or not that was
the casc, the 1914 War had begun.

The owner of our house announced that her daughter's husband had
been “called-up™ so daughter was bringing her family to live with her
mother and we must move once again. In those days very few people
owned their house but, if they did, they usually let flats, so we found a
nice one in Redesdale Street, not far from Royal Hospital Road. Despite
the War, our childhood seemed happy enough, we explored the neighbour-
hood with friends, went swimming at the Chelseca Baths, enjoyed picnics
in the summer in Battersea Park and in the winter collected fallen bark
from the trees there which made lovely fires in the open kitchen grate.

Mother was a great believer in “fresh air”, so we were encouraged to
walk everywhere and came to know our Chelsca very well in every
direction. Setting off from home into Flood Street and down to the
Embankment, along Cheync Walk and into the narrow gardens where
Thomas Carlyle's statue surveyed the scene. Grandmother’s cousin Fanny
and her husband owned a small tailoring business in a very old house in
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a row of shops almost hidden behind the gardens. At one time when the
chimney was being swept the sweep lost his broom and his poor lad was
sent up to find it and discovered a tiny room off the chimney -— who
knows just what this was for? Under the large flagstones in the kitchen
was said to be a passage which led to a house owned by Nell Gwynn at
Sands End, beyond the Cremorne Gardens. Grandmother remembered
these gardens as a delightful place to walk in, but all that remained in
our time were the massive gates leading into the brewery. She also said
that great-grandfather dicd from pacumonia caught whilst shooting birds
on Chelsca Marshes.

Mother's friend Miss Watson owned a small restaurant called the Blue
Cockatoo and on a Sunday we sometimes took tea there with her.

Great-grandmother was buried in the graveyard around Chelsea Old
Church, but alas a bomb demolished a great deal of this hallowed spot.
There is a lavely picture by Whistler looking across the river to Chelsea
Old Church — he of course lived by what we called Chelsca Reach, If
visiting friends living in a block of flats in Beaufort Strect, we would call
in at the chapel built we-were told on the site of Sir Thomas More’s house
and in the garden was a mulberry tree said to have been planted in his
time as they live to a preat age.

On a fricnd's birthday, her mother took us to the King's Picture Palace
in the Kings Road and here we enjoyed Dick Turpin’s Ride to York.
Afterwards, and to us most cxcitingly, we visited a fish and chip shop for
a meal — mother did not approve when told about this, but was too polite
to say so.

Past Chelsea Reach, along Cremorne Road brought us to the World’s
End, a preat disappointment this, although I am not sure quite what we
expected. Walking back along the King’s Road, one eventually came to
the top of Oakley Street. Ellen Terry’s house stood on the corner among
other large houses and mother was asked to carctake one for a short
period during the war so we were sleeping there the night the bomb fell
on part of the Chelsea Pensioners’ Home at the far end of Redesdale
Street, many of the houses had windows blown out, but ours was one of
the lucky ones, not one pane cracked. Every Chelsea child knew of the
“haunted house” in Qaklcy Street and hurried past it. The story went that
it was built for a Doctor Phené for his bride, but she jilted him and he
left it just as it was, furnished or not, we ncver knew. (See page 30.)

Through a short turning off Qakley Street brought us to the Church of
the Most Holy Redeemer which we attended. One Sunday evening return-
ing home after the service the maroons sounded and a policeman cycled
by saying “get those children home, mother” — poor mother was literally
running as fast as she could. If a raid began during a service, the congre-
gation descended the stone steps into the crypt, where we felt perfectly
safe,

As befitting its name, the King’s Road was, and [ believe still is, an
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interesting thoroughfare and so varied. In my thougits I am back at
Christmastide and our annual visit to see the pantomime at the Chelsea
Palace. Opposite stood Chelsea Town Hall, where later I enjoyed going
to the Primrose League dances. Nearby was the Margaret Morris School
of Dancing — I dearly longed to learn my dancing there, but it was out
of the question. I believe Isadora Duncan wasa pupil there at one time.

At the corner of Markham Street stood the Markham Cinema where
we cnjoyed sceing Lilian Gish in The White Sister. More friends lived in
Markham Street — father halian, mother English and eight children.
Visiting this family we often walked on to Chelsca Common, which in
our day resembled a small village green with a variety of shops and a pub.
Inte Cadogan Street, we would walk, passing St. Mary's church and finally
reaching Sloanc Square, where mother worked at Lady French’s Work-
room during the war. If weather permitted, we then walked down Lower
Sloane Street and on to the Embankment as being a pleasant way home.
During holidays we had permission to play in the Chelsea College gardens
— pretty grassy hillocks, just right for hide-and-seck. Along this stretch
of the Embankment were very elegant houses around the Swan Walk
arca. 1 met a lady who had grown up in one of these as her father had
becn butler to the family.

Onc came eventually to the Cadogan Pier. [ have never heard mention
of a very exciting event which took place there and which we witnessed.
King George V and Queen Mary came down the river in the royal barge
— a magnificent sight! They landed at the Pier, where a small white
pavilion had been erected for their reception. Later they drove in their
carriage up to the Kings Road and so back to Buckingham Palace. We
had run through the turnings to sce this as well. 1 Think our dear Princess
Mary was with them. [ would be so interested o know why this event
took place.

Familiar ground now, Wellington Square, Chelsea Barracks, Smith
Street, Radnor Street, Flood Street and Manor Street, so many memories
up and down these turnings. Father came home on lcave, took me to buy
some shoes — I never saw him again,

In the winter, on the corner of Manor Strect, stood the Hot Potato
Man — what an appetising smell on a cold day! We were tempted, although
mother did not like us to cat in the street. All the parents had a certain
code of conduct — one ecither did, or did not — despite all this, we were
happy and contented children.

Qur way to school was down Sidney Street, past St. Luke’s Church and
graveyard. Here again, mother insisted if we cut through the graveyard
that we walked quictly ‘out of respect for those lying there’. 1 wonder
what she would have thought 1o sce the gravestones standing around the
walls and the area a childrens’ playground? From Sloane Square to the
World's End, we children knew and loved every inch of our dear Chelsca.
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A rumbustious century for
the Chelsea Arts Club

To mark the centenary of the celebrated
Chelsea institution, TOM CROSS describes
a period beyond the memories of its present

: members.

In August, 1914, the long peace of Evrope eaded and no one in England
could foresee the crippling effect that this would have upon the social
fabric of the nation. In London, the sculptor Derwent Wood, supported
by several leading members formally proposed that a Chelsea Arts Club
Corps be formed and sought the sanction of the War Office for this. He
hoped for at least onc hundred members and was sure that “the Club
would be proud to have made such an effort in the present crisis”. When
Alfred Munnings came to London from Cornwall at the outbreak of war
he found fellow members, who had already joined the Artists’ Rifles,
solemnly drilling with broomsticks in the garden. He went to the nearest
recruiting station in Chelsca but to his surprise he was rejected from the
Ycomanry because of his blind eye and returned to Hampshire to paint
hop-pickers.

The older artists, too old for active service, helped as best they could.
They turned their studios into workshops, or they patrolled the strects as
special constables, prepared to cope with any emergency. The landscape
painter Arthur Black was scnt to France to make hand and foot splints
for the wounded. William Dickson was also too old for the Army, but,
being a good mechanic, he turned his studio in the King's Road into a
workshop and for three years devoted all his time to making fine parts
for the sights of ficld-guns.

In the early days of the war, the Commandant of the 3rd London
General Hospital made an impassioned plea in the bar of the Club for
help with the medical services and, as a consequence, some thirty members
joined the Royal Army Medical Corps. Many of these enlisted in 1914
and stayed, although past military age, until the end of the war. When
Derwent Wood joined the R.A.M.C. in 1915 he was the first sculptor to
be recruited into the Army to practise his art. He helped the wounded
and disfigurcd in the field, by making silver masks to cover facial wounds,
Others drove ambulances or served as stretcher-bearers for the Red Cross
throughout the war in France, Belgium, Italy and the Balkans.

Henry Tonks, then teaching ut the Slade Schoot, combined his medical
expericnce with his artistic skills in an extraordinary way. At the beginning
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of the war, Tonks, then fifty-ninc, served in England as a volunteer hospital
orderly but by January, 1915, he was in France and the following ycar
was made a licutenant in the R.AM.C. He became interested in the
recording of facial surgery cases and began to visit the Cambridge Military
Hospital where Sir Harold Gillies had developed techniques of skin
grafting to repair soldiers' disfigured faces. He worked with Gillics in the
operating theatre recording operations and made a series of remarkable
pastel drawings of scverely wounded soldiers.

In the last year of the war Tonks was appointed a war artist, agreed to
tackle a medical subject and, after much indecision, he left for France in
June, 1918, in the company of John Singer Sargent, to paint a ficld dressing-
station for propaganda purposes, With the war still at its height, he worked
on studies in an advanced dressing-station near to the front line, although
with typical sclf-depreciation he wrote “anybody less suited to be a special
artist probably does not exist”. However, he went on, “1 pride mysell
that it gives a reasonable account of modern war surgery. . . [ used to
make such notes as I could of actual wounded men and I think most of
what I saw is based on actual fact.”

Gaps were appearing in the Club as members were calted into the armed
forces and, of the 319 members, 74 were serving with the Colours by 1916.
They were all made honorary members and their subscription was waived,
their photographs were exhibited in the Club and food parcels were sent
to them at the Front. As far as possible the Club tried to proceed with
its normal affairs but attendance was down and income was reduced.
There was concern that members would not find employment as arlists
and it was agreed to put on a cheap lunch at one shilling instcad of onc
and sixpence. It was also agreed that any artist who was in receipt of help
from the Artists’ Benevolent Fund should be allowed three months credit
for meals but although every cconomy was being made, the Club was
running at a loss. Because of the lack of young men, the red-coated waiters
were replaced by waitresses, the cost of wines and spirits was raised,
cconomy was made in the use of coal and electric light and the Club closed
at 11 p.m,

In 1914, a new Club steward was appointed, a young man called Albert
William Smith, who, for no good reason, was immediately christened
*John the Steward’. He was then about 24 years old, courteous and well-
spoken and had trained as a servant. His young wife Ellen Mayne became
stewardess. *John’ soon became a Club institution. He recalled the casual
atmosphere of the Club on his first days:

“1 arrived this morning, 2nd. April, 1914, at the Club, on Good Friday.
Most of the members were away, being holiday time, so I did not sce
many the first day . . . On Monday most of the members came back and
dinncr scemed a strange affair after private service, 1 thought what a
strange lot of people to be sure. Members ‘lazed” on the table, swore a
bit, and had not brushed their hair, but it is casy to fall into line. [ mean
there was no need to be embarrassed. Mr. Robert Fowler came in on the
Saturday afternoon, and seeing that [ was new, started showing me a few
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card tricks. Mr. George Coats came in aid in his well modulated voice
asked me my name, ctc. At that time he was Chairman of the House
Committee. The Annual Dinner followed on the 27th, a pleasant affair;
English ribs of beef from Smithfield Market at 9d a pound, quite different
from the ‘War meat’. We managed to finish the clearing awayby2a.m.”

Together, the steward and stewardess ran the Club; their duties were
comprchensive, overseeing everything from the kitchen and other staff to
the wine cellar and tradesmen. After balls or dinners, they could be on
duty in the bar until 4 a.m. and then be required to prepare 120 breakfasts
before the last guests left. *John® was a keen observer of the members,
He admired their way of life, he enjoyed their successes and commiserated
with their disappointments. He wrote his reminiscences in two journals,
parts of which are quoted here. He described a Club which was boisterous,
outgoing and friendly, yet at a time of war tensions were high, fierce
disagreements could occur and members not infrequently came to blows:

“On Monday night the Club gave a dinner to Bill Baynes, and a riotous
affair it was. Bill drank innumerable pints of beer, and sloe gin. Alter
dinner the company went into the billiard room, where singing and a
general carousel took place. One member happened to say that any person
serving in France must be lousy. Bill Baynes instantly let down his trousers,
pulled up his shirt and said ‘Look at this and sec if [ am lousy.’ Afterwards
they patrolled the billiard room, headed by Bill, singing ‘Ribs of beef and
b----y great lumps of Duff’. This went on until two o'clock and, on the
following day, Bill returned to France. Several members went to Victoria
with him and jumped over the barrier to wish ‘God Speed’ to poor Sergeant
Baynes; and that was the last we saw of him, as he was blown up by a
shell three weeks afterwards.”

Although many of the men were away, the Club was at its liveliest,
there was constant coming and going of members on home leave, or others
calling in between portrait commissions of the military.

Philip Wilson Steer was in the Special Constabulary for a short time,
later he was recruited as a war artist on a scheme that was introduced by
the Government in 1916, He was asked to paint Dover harbour for the
Navy, however he found this disturbing to his comfort. Steer’s require-
ments while painting (as listed by his friend Philip Connard) were: One,
shelter from the wind (his fear of draughts was notorious), Two, proximity
to a lavatory. Three, shade from the sun. Four, protection from children.
Five, a suitable subject. These were not casily satisfied, he found his hotel
accommodation depressing and when he started to paint in watercolour
“some blighter comes up and wants to sce my permit, which is very
upsctting just in the middle of laying on a wash!” To add to his difficultics
he found that “Ships and boats had a habit of moving unexpectedly and
after spending much time and labour in putting one in, onc finds onc has
got it in the wrong place.”

H. M. Bateman, the Punch artist, had made an unsuccessful attempt
to join the Army but after a brief period of training he contracted rheumatic
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fever and was invalided out. During his recovery he was in the 3rd London
General Hospital, Wandsworth, where he found a number of fricnds from
Chelsea. He decorated the recreation room with several cartoons, one of
which was of Sgt. Derwent Wood fixing a splint to a straffed microbe.

William Orpen, Augustus John and John Sargent were the biggest names
among the war artists. Some of the carlicst commissions of the war were
offered by the Canadian Government, as part of a scheme that had been
pursued with cnergy by Lord Beaverbrook, and Orpen was one of the
first major painters to be appointed. During his first months in France he
was remarkably unproductive, objecting to being treated like a child, and
being expected to show his work cach day and to hear it criticised by
Philistine officers in terms which outraged him. He spent much time
quarrclling with the authorities who thought he was “Irish and artistic™.
Orpen was later appointed an official war artist to the British in 1917 and
wiis still in France in 1920.

Augustus John had been saved from the rigours of active service by an
ailment he described as “housemaid’s knee”. He applied for a war artist
appointment in 1917 and the Canadians offered him a major’s commission
with full pay. He came to France in January, 1918, to the arca around
Vimy and cut a dashing figure as the only bearded officer in the Army
except for the King, for whom he was frequently mistaken. John greatly
enjoyed the attention that he was given but was sent home in disgrace for
knocking down a fellow officer.

The most ambitious picture to come from the Western Front, and onc
of the most powerful, was John Sargent’s Gassed. A subject had been
suggested to him by the War Office — the co-operation between American
and British troops — and as an American living in London this appeared
to be appropriate. It was suggested that this should be a “super-picture”
designed, like John’s, to be hung in a Hall of Remembrance, to be 20 ft.
long by 9 ft. high. With a personal letter from Lioyd George, Sargent
received V.I.P. treatment. He arrived in France in July, 1917, and was
given good accommodation with the Guards division on the Somme. He
made many sketches, working under a large white umbrella — later
camouflaged — and was taken on occasional rides in a tank. However he
had great difficulty in finding a subject of sufficient gravity and importance
to fill the large canvas, without it looking, he said “like an illustrated-paper
kind of subject”. Eventually Sargent chose to paint a scenc that he had
witnessed at Le-Bac-du-Sud on the road to Arras, where a lemporary
dressing-station had been set up to relieve the suffering of hundreds of
men who had been temporarily blinded by mustard-gas. When completed,
this haunting painting became one of the most famous of the war pictures.

Into the autumn of 1918 the war dragged on. But at last, in 1918, the
Kaiser abdicated and two days later the German delegation signed the
Armistice. In the Club, the celebrations were fierce and, on Armistice
Day, Alfred Munnings arranged a dinner for which he decorated the
billiard room. This was an uproarious affair with speeches and frequent
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interruptions for his own recitations and songs, his rendering of The Raven
was interrupted by squalling cats on the roof and curses from himself.

Colonel John Cameron presided at the Peace Dinner. As the steward
remembered; “Col. Camecron was very strict; some members were
whispering during a specch and he jumped to his feet and said in broad
Scotch, ‘Will you shut up with your row down the room there!” After
dinner, when the speeches were over about midnight, T saw him with his
arm around a maid and when he saw me he said, "“You know John, you'll
have to get a bit of discipline in this place,™

Tom Cross, himself an artist and a member of the Chelsea Arts Club, is
the author of Artists and Bohemians: 100 Years with the Chelsea Arts
Club (to be published by Quiller Press), from which this is an extract.

A correspondence

A member of the Chelsea Society was dismayed by the recent destruction
of onc of the principal charms of Chelsea. So he wrote o Sir Norman
Foster, the architect, at his new office block, Riverside Three, which he
has designed, built and occupied immediately across the river from Chelsea
Old Church:

I write to ask whether it would be possible for the lights of your office
to be switched off after the staff leaves rather than being left on until about
midnight? Like many Chelsca people, we have always loved the Whistlerian
lights on the river at twilight and the reminders of his “nocturnes” afier
dark. Hitherto, it has always seemed that, whatever was built on the riverside
and whether or ot one approved of i, the lovely, changing light would
always remain. . . .

Now, however, we in Old Chelsea — and particularly in this ancient
street — are faced with a huge rectangle of bright electric light, which
obliterates all Whistlerian subtlety. Obviously light is necessary for the work
of your office staff but it would be a great kindness if it were possible for
you to arrange for the lighis to be turned off when no longer needed so
that the beauty of Chelsea Reach can be restored for some of the evening
and more of the night.

He received this reply from Mr. Graham Phillips of Foster Associates:

We concur with your request since we do, in fact, have standing instruc-
tions to our security staff to switch off all the main lighting once the staff
have left. Unfortunately, staff regularly work wntil midnight and sometimes
right through the night. We will, however, ensure that the security staff are
otherwise following the policy.

The lights continue to blaze.
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The quest for the
Chelsea watchmaker

by Simon Bendall

In the summer of 1991, a friend of mine who deals in clocks and watches,
showed me a watch which he thought might be of interest to me. At first
I was not sure why he thought this since the gold face and mid-nincteenth
century style did not immediately appeal to me, although it was eatlier
than it looked since the gold marks on the case showed that it had been
made in 1834.

The watch was unsigned except for some rather crudely engraved initials
on the back plate, which happened to be the same as mine — S.B. My
friend told me however, that the watch was undoubtedly the work of
James Ferguson Cole. But, on dismantling the watch for cleaning, there
appeared scratched on the back of the diai the inscription, “Samuel Boulter
maker 1844,

The first thing to be done was to check Samuel Boulter’s name in the
Dictionary of Clockmakers where he appeared in the Trade Directory of
1839 as a watch maker resident in Chelsca. This was enough — as a
resident and a keen collector of “Chelsiana”™ [ knew 1 had to acquire the
watch. Rescarch would follow.

At this point it is ncoessary to reiterate that my friend had told me that
the watch was by J. F. Cole although it was signed by Samucl Boulter.
The simple answer to this paradox is that the leading makers did not
themsclves have a factory, as we know it, but they desipned the watches
and then had “outworkers™ who specialised in making the scparatc parts
such as wheels, pinions, barrels and dials and only when the almost com-
plete watch was returned to the “maker™ would he add the escapement
and balance, adjust, sign and sell the watch.,

The research was fascinating but, apart from one moment when inspira-
tion failed, not too difficult. Since 1 knew already that Samuel Boulter
was resident in Chelsea in 1839, 1 checked the address given in the Trade
Directory: 12 Gloster Place, in the census records of 1841. He was still
listed there as a watchmaker. Gloster Place was on the King's Road
opposite Markham Strcet. The 1851 census records showed that he had
moved, with his wife Ann, to 30 Markham Street and the increased infor-
mation in the records by this time indicated that he had been in Marksbury,
Somerset, a village about five miles south-cast of Bath in 1808. Since, in
order to check the census records it is nccessary to know the address of
the person being researched, and not finding Samuel Boulter in Markham
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Strect in the 1861 returns, I decided to check the death certificates of
everyone of his name who had died in London after 1851,

The very first Samucl Boulter, who had subscquently died in London,
had been exactly the same age, being born in 1808 but had been the
Minister of the Catholic Apostolic Church in College Strect (now Elystan
Strect), Chelsea, and had taken a cab on 9th Janvary, 1873, to Fulham
station and been found dead of a heart attack on arrival. Despite the fact
that I could find no records of any subsequent deaths of a Samuel Boulter
in London over the succeeding years, there was no positive proof that the
two Samuel Boulters were the same person.

The Catholic Apostolic Church was founded in 1835 by the followers
of the Rev. Edward Irving who had been a friend of Thomas Carlyle's in
Scotland. He had come to London in 1822 from which time, as the Century
Cyclopedia of Names states, “begin the peculiar mental and religious
abberations which are associated with his career”. The Catholic Apostolic
Church, otherwise known as the Irvingites, was ruled by twelve “apostles™
and among its tencts were the Pentecostal phenomenon of “speaking with
tongues™ and a belicf in an imminent Second Coming.

Since I had been told that the Catholic Apostolic Church still existed
and not finding it in the telephone directory 1 telephoned the Charity
Commissioners since most Churches have charitable status. I was told
that their headquarters was now the church for the University of London,
the Church of Christ the King at the south-west corner of Gordon Square.
Although leased to the Anglicans, it is still owned by the Catholic Apostolic
Church, who occupy adjacent premises. They were able to check their
records, which revealed that the Samuel Boulter, who had died in 1873,
had joined the Catholic Apostolic Church on the 8th. Junc, 1847, when
he had received the luying on of hands from one of the “apostles”. There
was, however, no record of when he had been made a priest, or what his
profession had been.

At this point it occurred to me that Samuel Boulter might have left a
will. It took only a few minutes to check the records in Somerset House.
There was a will and in it Samuel had left his entire estate of £200 to his
wife. The entry for the will described him as of 35 Wellington Square,
late of 2 Hemus Terrace, Chelsea. The second address had been that at
which he lived when he made his will in 1866. Back to the Chelsca Public
Library, I was fortunate to find him living at 35 Wellington Squarc in 1871
and described as an “annuitant”, which was the technical term for a person
of pensionable age in receipt of a pension or annuity. Possibly this was
money he received from the Catholic Apostolic Church. My greatest good
fortunc appeared when I checked the 1861 census for Hemus Terrace.
For a start, I found him resident at No. 2. Since Chelsea was an arca of
great mobility at that time, I felt extremely lucky that Samucl had at this
crucial period spent at least five years at the same address! There was
better to follow: he was described in the ecnsus as “watchmaker now out
of business”. Here at last I could be certain that the watchmaker and the
minister were one and the same person and a resident of Chelsea for
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probably all his working life. In 1861, Samucl Boulter was 53. Was his
cyesight deteriorating, or were there other personal reasons why he was
not working as a watchmaker? Perhaps a combination of circumstances,
including the fact that from this time onwards the old-fashioned British
watch industry was beginning to be hard pressed by the new factory-made
watches of Switzerland.

To turn to the watch. Although Samuel Boulter had indicated that he
had made it, the movement was neither signed, nor numbered, which was
most unusual. In all the addresses that he inhabited in Chelsea, he and
his wife were always lodgers, sometimes sharing houses with up to four
other people. This, taken together with the facts that no other watches
of his are known and the small amount of his estate, indicate that he was
not a watchmaker who cmployed others and then sold signed watches,
but rather a skilled outworker employed by others.

This watch, which can be dated from the hall mark on the case to 1834,
is of extremely fine workmanship. The case itself is by William Rowlands,
who later became Master of the Clockmakers' Company, and has a silver
band around the edge typical of many of the watches of Breguet. The
dial is also high quality work and the watch itself is much thinner than
most English watches of the time. Although the movement is of Continental
appearance, it has a typical English right angle lever cscapement with a
going barrel of unusually large diameter and a large train count. It has
also an unusually long curved lever arm and impulse and safety roller.
There are sloped edges to the bridges which are of a very particular shape.
All these features are unique to the watches of James Ferguson Cole at
this period.

J. F. Colc, {1798-1880), was onc of the most ingenious watchmakers of
his day and has been described as the English Breguct. He was extremely
inventive and aimost every watch he made incorporated something new,
though not always in the mainstream of horological development. It seems
most likely thercfore that Samuel Boulter was an outworker who did work
for Cole and wanted a watch of his design. One imagines that he asked
Cale for one of the ebauches, or basic movements, and that it was Cole’s
stipulation that when finished it was to bear neither Cole's nor Boulter’s
name, nor was it to be numbered. Samuel Boulter did, however, engrave,
rather crudely, his initials on one of the bridges before the movement was
gilded. Ten years on, in 1844, when overhauling the watch, Samuel Boulter
scratched his name and the date on the back of the dial. Since Samuel
Boulter was making the watch for himself it is certain that he will have
done all the work himself. Its quality is proof of his skill in all the facets
of production. It may be considered strange that he did not make and
sign many watches but, in fact, many of the very best makers worked for
others.

What of the watch? We may suspect that Samuel treasured it all his
life and that it passed to his wife Ann. She died six years later, in 1879,
at 50 Sloane Square, and teft her entire estate, worth less than £100 1o
her younger unmarried sister, Harriet Curtis, who was living at the same
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address. Harriet Curtis lived until 1892, dying on the 18th. January at 25
Redburn Street. She dicd intestate and her estate valued at £49-0s.-10d.
was administered by her niece Harriet, wife of Henry Thomas Treadwell
of 40 Seaton Street, Chelsea. There were several next of kin, so to whom
did the watch go next, or had it already been sold in time of hardship?
Wherever it wenl, it was obviously well looked after since it still keeps
excellent time-and has it’s original double-ended key. Who was Mr. Tread-
well? Research will continue, but in the meantime it is gratifying to know
that not only Clerkenwell, but also Chelsea, saw the production of some
of the most advanced and interesting watches of the second quarter of
the nineteenth century.

(See illustration, page 42.)

BOOK REVIEW

London 3: North West by Bridget Cherry and Nikolaus Pevsner.
(Penguin Books, £25).

The publication of a new “Pevsner” remains an important occasion even
though the late Sir Nikolaus Pevsner’s name is now joined by that of his
successor, Bridget Cherry. Their latest volume covers the north-west of
Greater London and so includes Chelsca.

This reviewer turned first to Lawrence Street, the touchstone of an
author’s accuracy, to find that the usual pitfalls of distorted tradition
presented as fact had been avoided and so read on with confidence. The
authors have avoided many. For example, that estate agents’ creation,
Chelsea Green, is given its real name of Chelsea Commion and the wanton
destruction of the third of C. R. Ashbee’s amazing houses in Cheyne
Walk (No. 37) is properly mourned. (I happened to see the late Richard
Crossman, then Minister of Housing and Local Government, standing in
lf!e road, looking at the trio, while considering the plans for the monstrous
Plcr)House block of flats and making up his mind to save two but destroy
one.

The London volumes of The Buildings of England scries are bigger
than the county volumes and do not sit happily alonside them on the sheif.
This one, although ostensibly pocket-shaped, is oo thick and heavy for
any pocket because it covers too much ground. Explorers of Chelsea and
Kcnsmg_lqn are unlikely to combine that cxpedition with one to Northolt
and Ruislip, for example. But such is the scope of this volume. It devotes
38 puges to Chelsea and 253 to the inner boroughs of north-west London
— with another 98 given over to chapters about the development of
architecture and building — out of its total of 804 pages. Had the volume
been split into two and produced in the original format of the series, it
would have becn more compatible with the shelf, coat pocket and reader.

Tom Pocock
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Obituaries

Mrs. Prudence Thomson

To be a success as a vicar's wife is one of the most demanding jobs on
carth, it requires a multitude of talents and Pruc Thomson had most of
them. Perhaps some of the skills were learnt subconsciously in the rectory
at Landford in Wiltshire where she was born and brought up and where
her father was rector for 30 years. Prue went to school at Godolphin and
from there won an Exhibition in Geography to St. Hugh’s, Oxford, where
she achicved a good degree as well as the distinction of playing lacrosse
for the University against Cambridge. Wartime geography graduates were
directed to specialist work which was how Prue came to be employed in
a Naval Intelligence Department until she was accepted for service in the
W.R.N.S. Aftcr training at Greenwich, Prue served in the Fleet Air Arm
as a Met. Officer in Scotland and at Yeovilton until 1943 when she married
Leighton Thomson — in Oxford, where they had first met.

“This happiest of marriages was spent in just three parishes, first in South
London, then in Alexandria, where Leighton was posted as assistant
chaplain, and Prue was able to join him with their two small children.
After threc years in Egypt, the family returncd to England and Leighton
was appointed to Chelsea Old Church.

Many members of the Chelsca Socicty will know that in 1950 the Old
Church still resembled a bomb-site rather more than a place of worship.
Vicarage and parish hall had been wrecked along with the church and for
the first ten years Pruc and Leighton lived in Margaretta Terrace. There
must have been many weary walks to and from Old Church Street with
children and dogs in tow, wondering if the new vicarage would ever be
finished. And looking back we may well wonder how Prue found time to
cherish so many other people in the parish as well as her own family while
moving house, making quantities of curtains and helping to plan the
rcbuilding of Petyt House as the parish hall. The years in No. 4 Oud
Church Street saw great changes, wartime scars gradually disappeared
and while Leighton nurtured the church Pruc found her vocation as the
cornerstone of the vicarage. She had the rare and priceless ability to
bestow time, attention and understanding whenever and wherever it was
needed, no fuss, or commotion and it was never allowed to look like
work. Fricnds in the country and from around the world were made
welcome and the fame of Prue's cooking travelled far beyond the bounds
of Chelsca. The annual jumble sale to raise funds for the church became
a parish tradition with two hours of hilarious and chaotic but successful
amatcur salesmanship master minded by the vicar’s wife. Generations of
children will recall the excitement of coming back to Petyt House on
Christmas Eve after carol singing round the parish and being given mince
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pics and hot punch, This wonderfully grown up drink was specially brewed
!‘q’r the occasion with a high proportion of tea, but who would have guessed
it?

Pruc would probably have drawn the line at preaching a sermon but
many other jobs were tackled when holes had to be filled in times of crisis,
anythmg from playing the piano for the children’s Sunday service to man-
aging the parish hall for several years, something many people would
consider a full time job. Regular worshippers at the Old Church became
connoisscurs of flower arrangements and- were well aware that all the
loveliest ones were done by Prue. What they didn’t know was how
often the work had to be done before breakfast, or late at night, because
the rest of the day would be speat helping someone who was sick, dealing
with a stream of telephone calls if Leighton was out and providing tea
and a sandwich for her “regulars”, local vagrants, and she was a very
shrewd judge of whether or not the need was genuine. But the vicarage
was never just a refuge, it was a loving, happy home with many shared
interests in books, painting, the garden and Leighton's life-long enthusiasm
for Henley and the world of rowing.

Prue was the kind of Iriend cveryone needs and most values, Loyal and
loving, courageous cnough to be critical when necessary, wonderfully
sensitive to other.people’s anxicties and delighted 1o share in their happi-
ness. Her own three grandchildren were a source of much pride and
pleasure and, like all of us who knew Prue, they will remember her
grateflutly for the way she widened their horizons and enriched their lives.

Niccy Pomfret

Mrs. Lavinia Smiley

With the death of Lavinia Smiley the Chelsea Society has lost an
cnthusiastic and particularly talented member and benefactor.

As an artist her work was skilled, original and entertaining, manifesting
whqt one critic called “a controlled cccentricity of line that was extra-
ordinarily pleasing”. She was also a writer and in the casc of her books
for children illustrated with her own drawings. In 1955, the first of them,
Come Shopping was published by Faber and in 1956 there followed Robin
In Danger and Hugh the Dragon Killer. These were reprinted years later
with three more which she had written in the fifties for her children and
nephews— William and the Wolf, Clive to the Rescue and Buster's Holiday.
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Born in 1918, Lavinia was the daughter of Clive and Alicia Pearson.
Her father was the second son of the first Viscount Cowdray and chairman
of the Cowdray group of companics. Lavinia’s upbringing in Grosvenor
Square and Parham, the great Elizabethan house in Susscx now open Lo
the public, was the subject of a detached but affectionate account of her
childhood entitled A Nice Clean Plate, published in 1981.

In 1977 she gave Castle Fraser, her home in Scotland, to the National
Trust of Scotland. Her parents had acquired it from the last of the Mackenzic
Frasers just after the First World War and had restored it with scholarly
care, a work which Lavinia and her husband continued until they handed
the castle over to the Trust in excellent condition with a generous endow-
ment. For the Trust she wrote Life at Castle Fraser 150 Years Ago compiled
from documents in the castle. Later she wrote a well-documented and
engaging account of the Fraser family in the 19th. century published by
Michael Russell.

Shy and retiring, she nevertheless had a capacity for intensc enjoyment,
coupled with an individual and subtle humour that brought unending

pleasure to her friends.
Patrick Gibson

Miss Kit Gayford

Kit Gayford — also known as Eily (her real Christian name), “Bird"
(because of her perkiness), or, enigmatically “Mrs. C.”, died during the
summier in her late cighties. Living for many years in her houscboat, the
Buccaneer — a converted assault landing-craft — off Cheyne Walk, she
shone like a beneficent lighthouse on the river.

Bom in 1903 in Suffolk, hers was not a privileged lifc. She worked as
a governess in Norfolk, taught dancing at preparatory schools and lectured
on dental care. The war introduced her to life afloat when she went 10
work on canals, helping to man narrow-boats and barges. As was clear
from her book about that time, The Amateur Boatswomen, she greatly
admired the barge-people she met. When one waterman told her that he
was illiterate, he added that what you didn’t know, you didn’t miss; that,
she came to feel, could be a good maxim and certainly she enjoyed her
simple life, which was wholly without envy.

After the war, she bought her houseboat for a few hundred pounds and
lived on board at moorings on the site of the Greaves family’s boat-yard
on Cheyne Walk. To help make ends meet, she went to work as a home-
help (“charring”, she said frankly) for young bachelors, who, she felt,
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could not look after themselves; it was for this that she used the
pseudonym, “Mrs, C.”

As the clderly, young-minded naiad of Chelsea Reach, she radiated her
own contentment, generosity and intelligence. In her cosy little housebaat
— full of books and pictures; a classic Chelsca interior in miniature —
she loved to entertain and share with others her view of the river’s changing
lights and moods, scen from the grove of pot-plants on the lowered ramp
of her landing-craft a few feet above its surface. Police launches often
stopped alongside at teatime, or for mince-pies at Christmas, and her
uniformed policemen friends were prominent at her memorial service in
Chelsea Old Church,

Ashore, she bicycled furiously through the Embankment traffic and
there was a particular sense of outrage among the other boat-people when
her bicycle was stolen. Much as she loved her life on the river, it was
characteristic that she should sell her houseboat and spend the proceeds
on cstablishing herself in a retirement home at Wimbledon while she was
still active, so, as she said, “not to be a worry to my family.”

Although she was not a member of the Chelsea Society, she was so
much a part of the Chelsea scene in the post-war years that her happy
life should be recorded with admiration.

Tom Pocock
{See dlustration, page 39.)

David Birkin

It is now 20 years ago that my wife and I first met the Birkins. We had
just moved into our house in Lawrence Strect, and their house in Old
Church Strcet was only a few steps away. We had, of course, heard of
Mrs. David Birkin as Judy Campbell and of their daughter Jane Birkin,
both of them celebrated actresses. But suddenly we found ourselves friends
of the ecnchanting Birkin family headed by David Birkin.

David, we learned, had been ‘something in the Navy' during the second
World War. Later we were to discover that the ‘something’ consisted of
his being the most intrepid and fearless navigator of high-speed motor
gunboats plying to and fro across the Channcl, Janding and retrieving
secret agents on the beaches of Brittany. Onc of these agents was a young
man called Frangois Mitterand. For his services in this highly dangerous
arca he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. And only a few
years ago he was invited to mect President Francois Mitterand, then on
a state visit to this country, who invested David with the Légion &’ Honneur,
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None of this did we learn from David himsell, who was a quiet, scli-
cffacing and utterly charming man. In recent years his health had been
deteriorating to a most distressing degree, but we never heard a word of
complaint from him. The gallantry and fortitude that carricd him through
the war continued to uphold him through the considerable pain and distress
of his later years. He seemed to us almost indestructible. He continucd
to greet his fricnds with the same undaunted, smiling courtesy.

David Birkin dicd peacefully in his sleep in the early hours of 6th.
March and will be deeply mourned and missed by all of us who were
proud to have been his friends. Our sympathy goes out to his loving and
lovely family, Judy, Andrew, Jane and Linda. He will long be remembered
by all of us who knew him as a gallant, modest and lovable gentleman.

John Casson

{Reprinied from The Chelsea Anchor)

Viscount De L’Isle

Viscount De L'Isle, the soldier, statesman and former Governor-
General of Australia, died on 5th April, 1991, at the age of 81. For many
years he took an active interest in the affairs of the Chelsea Society, of
which he was a life member.

Descended from Sir Philip Sidney, the Elizabethan soldier, statesman
and poct, he himsclf came into the public eye when he won the Victoria
Cross for gallantry in Italy during the Anzio battle of 1944. That same
year, he was clected, unopposed, as National Conscrvative Member of
Parliament for Chelsea, his birthplace. But, after only a few months in
the House of Commons, during which he served briefly as Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of Pensions, he succeeded to the barony and
moved to the House of Lords. In 1951, Sir Winston Churchill appointed
him Sccretary of State for Air. From 1961 to 1965 he scrved as Governor-
General of Australia and became thoroughly involved in Australian life.
On his return to England, he took up many senior business appointments
and devoted much of his time to Penshurst Place, the family seat ncar
Tonbridge. His widow survives him, together with his son and four
daughters by his first wife, who died in 1962.
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Treasurer’s Report

I am very pleased to report that the surplus this year amounts to £1,822
apgainst a comparable figure last year of £3,959. However, members will
note that the 1989 surplus included a very kind legacy of £3,500 whereas
this year's income has arisen mainlty from the Socicty's activitics together
with another useful hike in the deposit interest. Sundry income includes
a surplus on the sale of the Socicty’s Christmas card, together with income
from including other organisations’ circulars in the Socicty’s mailings.

Of the expenses, the charge for stationery and postage shows the biggest
feap, duc to a rencwal of the Society's stationery stocks and more activity
generally which has resulted in an increase in the postage costs. I should
also mention that next year the Society will have to face the need of each
of the big four banks to increase their profits after their recent rather
disastrous results. For years we have only paid nominal bank charges (in
1990 they were £3) so you can imagine our discomfiture when we were
advised that our charges on an annual basis would rise to £288. We took
the opportunity of looking at alternative banks but found cither the same
reaction or that the services offered were not suitable. At the same time,
we negotiated with Barclays Bank and I'm pleased to report that the
estimated annual charge is now £140.

At 3lst. December, 1990, the Society’s reserves stood at £21,122 (includ-
ing an increase of £730 in the Life Membership Fund) but I believe we
should all bear in mind that if the Socicty did have to brief counscl to
icad a campaign in a cause deemed worth fighting, and one will arise one
day, these reserves will not go far in the light of ever-increasing legal
costs. Nevertheless, I am not recommending an increase in subscription
levels for 1992 but will review the position luter in that year.

May I once again thank Mr. James Macnair for his kindness in acting
as the Society’s Honorary Auditor. We are cxtremely fortunate to have
someone of his eminence in the profession to act as the watchdog of the
Saciety’s finances.

My Lord President, I beg to present my report and the accounts for
the year to 31st. December, 1990. If there are questions, [ shall be pleascd
to answer them.

Ian Frazer
. Hon. Treasurer
27th. November, 1991

THE CHELSEA SOCIETY
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315t DECEMBER 1990

Income and Expenditure Account — General Fund

Income

Annual Subscriplions

Donations Reccived .

Legacy Received :

Income Tax Recovered on Convcn.mts

Adverlising Revenue in 1990 Annual
Report

Deposit Interest Rccewcd

Sundry Income

Less: Expenditure

Excess of Expenditure over Receipts

from Meetings . e
Cost of Annual Report i
Stationery, Postage and Mlsccllancous

Expenses ...
Cost of Annual Gcncral Mecung
Subscriptions to Other Organisations
Painting Purchase .
Gift of Print

Surplus for the year

Income and Expenditure Account — Life

Balance of Fund — 1st January 1990

Income National Savings Bank Account

Interest

Balance of Fund — 31st December 1990

1990
£ £

3,554

535

194

488

1,815

621

7,207
141
2,804
1,855
321
28
236

5,385

£1,822

5,113

730
£5,843

1989

605
2,633

928
271
128
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Membership Fund

2,680
540
3,500
159

658
968
74

8,579

4,540

£5,113




BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 1990

1990 1989
£ £ £ £
Current assets
Debtors T 1,291 1,814
Balanee in National Savings Bank
Accounts .. 6,649 5,919
Balance on Bank Current and Deposit
Accounts ... 16,473 14,399
24,413 22,132
Less: current liabilities
Creditors 2,907 3,513
Subscriptions Received in Advance ... 384 49
’ 3,291 3,562
Net assets S e £21,122 £18,570
Represented by:
Balance of Lifc Membership Fond ... 5,843 5,113
Add: Balance of General Fund
15t January 1990 13,457 9,498
Surplus for the Year ... 1,822 3,959
. 15,279 13,457
£21,122 £18,570

I. W. FrRAZER, Honorary Treasurer

REPORT OF THE HONORARY AUDITOR to the members of
THE CHELSEA SOCIETY

I have reviewed the above balance sheet and accompanying income and expenditure
accounts. [ consider that on the basis of the books and records and of information
given by the Honorary Treasurer, they present fairly the financial affairs of the
Socicty at 31st. Deccmber 1990 and the income and expenditure for the year then
ended.

Dated: 1991 J. MACNAIR
London SW10 . Chartered Accountans
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2.

CONSTITUTION

The Chelsea Society shall be regutated by the Rules contained in this Constitution.

OBJECTS

The Objects of the Socicty shalt be to preserve and improve the amenities of Chelsca particularly by:—

a
(b)

(c)
(d)

stimulating interest in the histocy, characier and traditions of Chelsea;

encouraging goad architecture, town planning and civic design, the planting and care of trees,
and the conservation and proper maintenance of open spaces;

seeking the abatememt of nuisances;

making representations to the proper authorities on these subjects,

MEMBERSHIT

Subject to the provisions of Rule 7, membership of the Society shall be open 1o all who arc interested
in furthering the Objects of the Socicty.
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THE COUNCIL

There shall be a Council of the Society which shall be constituied in accordance with these Rules.
The Socicty shall clect not more than twelve members of the Society to be members of the
Council.

The members of the Council so elected may co-opt not more than four further persons 1o
he members of the Council.

The Officers ta be appointed under Rude 5 shall in addition be members of the Council.

In the choice of persons fer membership of the Council, regards shall be had, amongst other
things, to the importance of including persons known to have expert knowledge and experience
of matters relevant to Objects of the Society,

The Council shall be responsible for the day-to-day work of the Seciety, and shall have power
10 1ake any action on behalf of the Socicty which the Council thinks fit to take for the purpose
of furthening the Obects of the Society and shall make and publish every year a Report of
the activities of the Society during the previous year.

The Council shall meet at least four times in cach calendar year.

A member of the Council who is absent from two successive mectings of the Council withou
explanation which the Council approves shall cease 10 be a member of the Council.

Three of the tlected members of the Council shall retire every sccond year, but may offer
themselves for re-clection by the Society,

Retirement under the last-preceding paragraph shatl be in rotation according 10 seniority of
clection.

Casual vacuncics among the clected members may be filled as soun as practicable by election
by the Socicty.

One of the co-opled members shall retire every second year, but may be again ce-opted.

OFFICERS

The Council shall appoint the following offlicers of the Socicty, namely

{a) a Chairman of the Council,

{b} a Vice-Chairman of the Council,

{c) an Honorary Sceretary or Joint Honorary Secrctarics,

{d) an Honorary Treasurer and

{e) persons to fifl such other posts as may be established by the Council,

The terms of office of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be three years and those of
the ather Officers five years from the date of appoiniment respectively. Provided nevertheless
that the appointment of the Chairman shall be deemed to terminate immediately after the
third Annual General Mecting after his appointment.

The Officers shall be eligible for re-appointment 10 their respective offices.

Nothing herein contained shall detruct from the Officers’ right to resign during their curment 1erm.
By Resolution of a majority of its membess the Council may rescind the appointment of an
Oificer during his term of office for reasons deemed substantial.

PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS

The Council may appoint a member of the Socicty to be President of the Society for aterm
of three years, and may re-appaint him for a further term of three years.
“The Council may appoint persons, who need not be members of the Society, to be Vice-Presidents.
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SUBSCRSPTIONS®

‘The Council shall prescribe the amount of the subscriptions 1o be paid by members of the
Society and the date on which they are due, and the periad in respect of which they are payable.
Membership of the Socicty shall lapse if the member’s subscription is unpaid for six months
after it is due, but may be restored by the Council.

Members may pay more than the prescribed minimum, if they wish.

Members may pay annual subscriptions by banker's arder or by Direct Debit.

GENERAL MEETINGS

In these Rules “General Meeting” means a meeting of the Society open to all its members.

The Council shall arrange at least one General Meeting every year, to be called the Annual

Geaeral Mecting, and may arrange as many other General Mcetings, in these Rules refeered

1o as Special General Meetings, as it may think fit. Notice of the date of such mectings shall

be given not less than 35 days ahead.

General Mectings, the agenda for which shall be circulated not less than 21 days in advance

of the meeting, shall take place at such times and places as the Council shali specify.

The President shall preside a1 any General Mecting at which he is present, and if he is not

present the Chairman of the Council or some person nominated by the Chairman of the

Council shall preside.

Any election 10 the Council shall be held at a General Meeting.

No person shall be eligible for the Council unless —

(i) he or she has been proposed and seconded by other members of the Society, and has
consenicd 1o serve, and,

(ii) the names-of the three persons concerned and the fact of the consent have reached the
Hon. Secretary in wriling at least 28 days before the General Mecting.

If the Hon. Secretary duly receives more names for clection than there are vacancies, he

shall prepare voting papers for use at the General Meeting, and those persons who reccive

most votes shall be declared elected.

The agenda for the Annual General Meeting shall include —

(a) receiving the Annual Report; and

(h} receiving the Annual Accounts.

At the Annval General Mceting any member of the Society may comment on any matler

mentioned in 1he Report or Accounts, and may raise any matter not mentioned in the Report,

if it is within the Objects of the Society.

The President or chairman of the meeting may limit the duration of speeches.

Resalutions by members may be made only at the Annual General Mecting or at a Specaal

Meeting as permitted under sub-section (12) of this Section of the Constitution. Any member

who wishes to_ make o Resolution shall give notice of such Resolution by sending it to the

Society to reach the Honorary Secretary at least 28 days before the date of the meeling. The

Resolution, if scconded a1 the meeting by another member, will be put to the vote.

If any 20 members of the Society apply to the Council in writing for a Special Meeting of

the Socicty, the Council shall consider the application, and may make it a condition of

granting it that the expense should be defrayed by the applicants.

AMENDMENTS

These Rules may be amended by a two-thirds majority of the members present and voling
at an Annual or Special General Meeting, if a notice in writing of the proposed smendment
has reached the Hon. Secretary at least 28 days before such s Meeting. Provided that nothing
herein contained shall authorise any amendment the effect of which would be to cause the
Socicly at any time 10 cease to be a Charity in Law.

‘The Hon. Secretary shall send notices of any such amendment to the members of the Socicty
21 days before. the General Meeting.

WINDING-UP

The winding-up of the Socicty shall be subject to a Resolution proposed by the Council and
appraved by a two-thirds majority present at a Special General Mecting.

In the event of the winding-up of the Socicty the available funds of the Society shall be
transferred 1o such one or more charitable jnstitutions having objects reasonably similar 10
those herein before declared as shall be chosen by the Council of the Socicty and approved
by the Meeting of the Socicty at which the decision to dissalve the Socicty is confirmed.

*The current rate is £5 annually payahle on the Ist J y. The

{ hushand-and-wife rate is £7.
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List of Members

An asterisk denotes a life member. The Hon. Membership Secretary should be informed of
correction or changes it name, address or title.

J. ABEL

Mnrs. J. ABEL

*Mnrs. A. ABELES

T. K. ABLES

PAUL V. AITKENHEAD

S. G. ALDER

ROY ALDERSON

R. ALEXANDER

MRs. R. ALEXANDER

*Miss D. C. ALLASON
*L1.-CoL. J. H. ALLASON

MRs. NUALA ALLASON

C. ALLEN

Mrs. C. ALLEN

Mns. ELIZABETH AMATI
*THE AMERICAN WOMEN's CLUB
Miss Sordie C. M. ANDREAE
*DouGLas H. ANDREW

Miss E. M. ANDREWS
*Miss G. P. A. ANDREWS
*THE MARQUESS OF ANGLESEY
Miss MARY APPLEBY, C.B.E.
PAUL ARBON

Mnus, PAUL ARBON

J. N. ARCHER

Mns, VICTORIA ARCHER
ROBERT ARMITAGE

MRs. ROBERT ARMITAGE
*MRS. JOHN ARMSTRONG
PETER ARMSTRONG

Miss SUE ARNOLD
*DAVID ASCHAN
*Mnrs. M. G. ASCHAN

MARTIN ASHLEY

Jonn AssaEL, R.LLB.A,

THE Hon. NICHOLAS ASSHETON
*Mgs. R. 1. V. ASTELL
*MRs. PHILIP ASTLEY, O.B.E.
Miss KATE ATTIA

MRs. DOUGLAS AUCHINCLOSS

MRrs. M, J. BARBINGTON SMITH
LaDY BAILLIE

M. Bach

DAvVID BAILEY

Mrs. DAvID BAILEY

Miss J. K. BAKER-WILBRAHAM
J. T. BALDWIN

MRs. J. T. BALDWIN

M. T. BALLISAT

Mnrs. M. T. BALLISAT

D. BARING
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MRS. VALERIE BARKER
Miss C. BARLOW
*D. H. BArLOW
J. C. BARNARD
Sir JOHN BARRAN, BT.
LADY BARRAN
*Miss JEAN BARRIE
JULIAN BARROW
MRS, JULIAN BARROW
SiMON BARROW
ADRIAN BARR-SMITH
MRSs. ADRIAN BARR-SMITH
*DEREK BARTON
*MRs. DEREK BARTON
MRS. ROGER BASSETT
R. BATE
MRs. R. BATE
Miss V. F. BAUMGART
S1R PETER BAXENDELL
LADY BAXENDELL
Dr. 1. H. B. BEAL
Mrs. J. H, B. BEaL
*E. V. BEATON
*J. BECKER
MRrs. P, M. BECKER
ROBERT BECKETT
Mrs. ROBERT BECKETT
MRrs. PATRICIA BEHR, M.V.O., M.B.E.
*WiLLIAM BELL
Mrs. B. E. BELL-BURROW
SIMON BENDALL
MRrs. SIMON BENDALL
T.J. BENDALL
M. G. BENDON
Mus, M. BENDON
F. C. BENENSON
MRs. F. C. BENENSON
MRs. ANNE TREGO BENNETT
D. R. BENNETT-JONES
M=s. J. R. BENTLEY
Miss S. L. BERGH
MRs. R. A. C. BERKELEY
L. BERNARD
Mgs. L. BERNARD
Miss ANNE BERNE
*Miss ANNE BERRIMAN
REAR-ADMIRAL C. BEvan, C.B.
Mus. C. BEvan
*ERNEST BIGGIN
Miss CELIA BIGHAM
JOHN BIGNELL
MICHAEL BIGNALL
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Miss SUSAN BILGER

Miss PAMELA BIRLEY
*E. W. BISSETT

Miss C. J. BLACKSHAW

Miss C. BLAKE
*MRrs. G. BLAKISTON

DiERrEK BLooM

MRs. L. BLUNT

MRrs. J. B. FLocKHART BooTH
Miss JunimH BoOrRrOw

ThE L.ADY BARBARA BOSSOM
*LADY BOTTOMLEY

Miss PATRICIA BOTTOMLEY
*TIMOTHY BOULTON

DAavib BoweN 5

M. BOXFORD

Mrs. M. BOXFORD

*Miss M. D. Boyp

MRs. A. BOYLE

Miss LOUISE BRACKENBURY
R. M. A. BRAINE

Mrs. R. M. A. BRAINE

Munrs. MoOLLY BRANDT

J. C. Brass

Mus. I. C. Brass
REar-ADMIRAL F. B, P. BRAYNE-

NicioLrs, C.B., D.S.C.

Mrs, L. D. BRETT
CHRISTOPHER BRIDGE
Mnrs. CHRISTOPHER BRIDGE
R. BRIDGE

Mnrs. R. BRIDGE

Miss E. M. E. BRIGHTEN
Sik THEODORE BRINCKMAN
*Sik NIGEL BROACKES

Mns. E, BROADBENT-JONES
Muns. SUSAN BrROIDY
*l.aby Bromer, D.B.E.
DENIS BROODBANK
*MRS. E. BROUGHTON-ADDERLEY
*J, FraNcis Brown, C.B.E.
W. K. BRown .

Mnrs. W. K. BROWN
*W. M. G. BROWN
MICHAEL BRYAN

MRs. MICHAEL BRYAN

A. A. G. 5, BuCcHANAN
MRs. E. J. BUCHANAN
Miss M BUCKLEY

*Miss HiLpA BUCKMASTER
G. 0. Bupp

Mrs. G. O. Bubpp

*Miss JACINTHE BUDDICOM
J. H. 5. BURGESS
"RICHARD BURGESS,

IAN M. BURGOYNIEE
RUSSELL BURLINGHAM

*A. 1. 1. BURNS

Mgs. D. E. BURTT

*MRs. JAMES BUXTON

*The Hon. JuLtaN F. BYNG
R. W. BYNG
P. J. BYRNE
Mus. P. J. BYRNE
RiCHARD BYRON

*THE EARL CADOGAN, M.C,
R, A. W. CaINE

SIr JAck CALLARD

Labpy CALLARD

DONALD CAMPBELL

Miss Juny CAMPBELL

MRrs. CyNTHIA CAMPBELL-SAVOURS
SAMUEL CARR

Lorp CARRICK

LAaDY CARRICK
*Mus. DoNALD CARTER
*BryaN CarvaLHoO, M.B.E.
*MRrs. BRyan CARVALHO
Miss J. V. P. CARVILL
*REV. JOHN CARVOSSO

N. R. CASHIN

Mrs. N. R. CasHIN

JOHN CASSON

MRs. JOHN CASSON

R. D. CATTERALL

Mrs. R. D. CATTERALL
Carr. M. K. CAVENAGH-MAINWARING,

D.5.0., R.N.

*THE RT. HoN. LorDp CHALFONT. P.C.,

O.B.E,M.C.

LaDY CHALFONT

M. E. CHAMBERLAYNE

Di. V. E. CHANCELLOR

Tue Rr. HoN. PAUL CHANNON, M.P.
MRs. PAuL CHANNON

LaDY CHARLES

THE CHELSEA GARDENER
CHELSEA METHODIST CHURCH
CHELSEA YACHT & Boat Co. LTD.
ANDREW CHEYNE

MRS, ANDREW CHEYNE

Mrs. I, M. CHEYNE

PETER W. CHEZE-BROWN
*R. A. CHISHOLM
*Mus. R. A. CHISHOLM

Miss EMILY CHONG
*THE CHURCH COMMISSIONERS
R. F. G. CHURCHILL

Mns. R. F. G. CHURCHILL
CHARLES CLARK

MRrs. CHARLES CLARK

N. J. GOrRDON CLARK

Mns. N. J. Gorpon CLARK
Miss A. M. CLARKE

R. D. CLAarkE, F.LA.
*R. §. CLARKE
*Miss Epimit M. CLay, FS.A.
Dr. C. ELLISON.CLIFFE

DR. PERCY ELLISON.CLIFFE

SyLvia LADY CLITHEROE
M. R. Coab

Mrs. M. R. Coab

Jonn CoBBETT-MADDY

Mns. JACQUES COCHEME

M. R. COCKELL

J. BrRUNEL CoHEN, O.B.E.
Miss Ipa CoLE

Miss §. M. CoLes
*W. N. CoLES

Mus. W. N. CoLis

Davip B. COLLENETTE, M.C.
Mis. D. B. COLLENETTE
Miss PENNY COLLIE

MRs. ELIZABETH COLLINS
Brig. J. C. COMMINGS

Mrs. D. H. COPLEY-CHAMBERLAIN
JOoHN CORBET-SINGLETON
MRs. JOHN CORBET-SINGLETON
STUART CORBYN

Miss Linpa COULTHARD
*Mus. P. I. Cowin, B.E.M.
*DR. Davip CRAlG

Miss ROSEMARY CRAIG

*Sik MiIcCHAEL CraIG-CooPER. C.B.E., T.D.

MRs. A. J. CREWDSON
Miss ELIZABETH CRICHTON
Crospy HaLL LTp.

MRrs. A. M. CROSTHWAIT
DR. YOLARDE CROWE
Miss P. CROXFORD
MARTIN CULLEN

Mrs. MARTIN CULLEN
GEORGE CUMMING

TAN CURROR

M=s. IaAN CURROR

MRs. LINDA DALLING

Mrs. ELMA DANGERFIELD, O.B.E.
A. E. DANGOOR

MRs. A. E. DANGOOR

JoHN DANILOVICH

THE HON. MRS, DANILOVICH
Miss SyLvia DarLEY, O.B.E.
*Miss ESTHER DARLINGTON
MNIGEL DARLINGTON
*Mnis. MARELINE DAUBENY
*Mrs, OLGA DAVENPORT
*ALBAN DAVIES

MRs. C. DAVIES

GEORGE DAVIES

Mus. GEORGE DAVIES
PETER DAVIES

Miss P. JANE DAVIES

Miss SUE DAVIES

Dr. MicHAEL Davys, V.R.D.
*Davip DAy

MRs. LAURA KATHLEEN DAY
*Dr. JoanN S. DEANS

OLivER R, R. pE BAER

Mrs. OLIVER R. R, DE BAER
MRS. ANNE DE BALLESTERO
*RoBIN DE BEAUMONT
MRs. N. DE BELLAIGUE
DaviD DE CARLE
Mnrs. Davip DE CARLE
H. B. bE CERENVILLE
Mns. H. B. pE CERENVILLE
R. G. pE FEREMBRE, F.R.S.A.
BARON DE GERLACHE DI: GOMERY,
M.V.0
Mnrs. CORDELIA DE GRAY
N. E. pE GRUCHY
DAMON DE LAaszLO
MRrs. DAMON DE LASZLO
Mns. VICTORIA DE LURIA PRESS
SIR Roy DENMAN
Lapy DENMAN
*Mns. EDWARD DENNY
*DownaLD D. DERRICK
Miss JoAN DERRIMAN
Lewis DEYONG
MRs. LEWIS DEYONG
*CHRISTOPHER DICKMAN
*Mrs. DOROTHY DIX
*His Honour JunGe Dosry, C.B.E.,
C.M.G., Q.C.
Miss 1. 1. DoDGSON
D. R. DonaLD, B.ScC.
Davip W. DoNaLbsoN, D.S.O., D.F.C.
IAN DONALDSON
Mus. JovycE DONALDSON
Miss SHEILA DONALDSON-WALTERS,
F.C.5.D.,FR.S.A,
*G. M. DORMAN
Mrs. JANE DORRELL
Miss JULIE A. DORRINGTON
Mus. BETsY DRAKE
*Mus. P. DRYSDALE
*MRs. ERIC DUGDALE
*THE LADY DUNBOYNE
Mns. P. A. DUNKERLY
RICHARD DUNNING

*MarGOT EaTES, M.B.E.

Mrs. 8. A, EATON
Q. MORGAN EDWARDS, M.A.
*MRs. Q. MORGAN EDWARDS
*Miss A, POWELL EDwARDS
*Miss P. M. EGERTON

DR, WERNER EHRLICH vON EHRNFELDT
*JoHN EHRMAN, F.B.A. F.5. A, F.R.HIsT.S.
*IaMEs ELLis, A.R.LLB.A.

*Mrs. JAMES ELLIS

Mnrs. T. K. ELMSLEY

*DaviD ENDERS

Lt-CoL. R. M. ENGEL

*PuiLir ENGLISH

GraHAM ETCHELL

S. 8. EUsSTACE




Miss EDiTH Evans

R. BRADFORD EvANns
Mns. R. BRADFORD Evans
Miss 1. T, EvaNns

C. EVERITT

Miss LENE EwART
BARONESS EwART-BIGGS

*MRrs. IAN FAIRBAIRN

Miss A. FAIRBANKS-SMITH
T. R. FAIRE

P. W. FANE

CeciL FarTHING, O.B.E., F.5.A.
W. G. R. FEARON

Mus. W. G. R. FEARON
Miss ANN FEATHERSTONE
Mr. J. F. Q. FENwWICK

Mrs. I. F. Q. FENWICK
MAJOR FENWICK

Miss S. M. FErGus, M.V.O.
Miss G. B. W. FERGUsON
J. W. FicG
*Carr. E. ]. FINNEGAN

Miss E. M. FisHER, L.V.O.
Mrs JoAN L. FITZWILLIAMS
MRs. A. FLEMING

ROBERT L. FLEMING

MRs. SUSAN FLEMING
Major E. J. FLETCHER
*W. W. FLEXNER

Mnrs. W. W. FLEXNER
KEvin FLUDE

*Sik Hamise FORrBes, Bt., M.B.E., M.C.

Miss K. ForpEs-DunLor, B.A.HONs.
Lapy ForD
Mrs. C. FORD-WILLE

S.R.FrRAsSER,M.EnG ., C.EnG. F.1LE.E.

GrAHAM FRAZER

Mnrs. GRAHAM FRAZER

*IaN W. Frazer, F.C A.

Mns. AN W. FRAZER

*Mus. P. FREMANTLE

MRs. R. FREMANTLE

*K. R. §. FRENCH

*JEFFREY FROST

MRs. SHEELAGH M. FULLERTON

1. J. GAUNT

MRs. [. J. GAUNT
DonaLD GEE
DoucGLas W. GENT
Mnrs. DoucLas GENT
J. A. GERE

D. F. GisBs

Mus, D, F. GinBs
*LADY GIBSON

THE Lorp GiBsoN
DinNnNIS GILBERT
HuUGH GILBERT
ALBERT GILLOTTI

MRS. ALBERT GILLOTTI
THE LADY GLENKINGILAS
Mis. CATHERINE GLIKSTEN
*Dr. ALAN GLYN, E.R.D., M.P.
*Miss ELIZABETH GODFREY
Mes. IsoBeL M. T. GOETZ
P. GoOFF

Mmus. P. GoFr

Miss Lynn A, GoLb

F. J. GOLDSCHMITT

Mrs. F, J. GOLDSCHMITT
*R. W. GOLLANCE

Miss DiANA GORDON

D. GOURLAY

MRrs. D. GOURLAY

Miss Nancy Gow, M.B.E.
Miss N. M. GRACE

D. C, GRANT

Miss JANET S. GRANT
*N. J. GRANTHAM
VICE-ADMIRAL SIR JOHN GRAY,

K.B.E., C.B.

MARTIN GREEN
Mnrs, MARTIN GREEN
*Mi1ss MARGARET GREENTREE
Miss MAUREEN GREENWOOD
MRs. J. D. GRELLIER
*R. P. GRENFELL
Miss A. H. GRESHAM-WELLS
*A. G. GRIMWADL, F.S.A.
WiLLIAM GUBELMAN
Mrs, WiLLTIAM GUBELMAN
C. 1. G. GUEST
Tue Hown. Mus. C. 1. G. GUEST
LADY GUNNING
Lapy Guy
Ricitarp Guy

Miss J. M. HADDON

Miss MARGARET HALLENDORFF
Mnrs. M. O. HALLIDAY

D. I. A. HampLen, C.B., O.B.E.
O1TO HAMBURGER

MRis. 0110 HAMBURGER

ANDREW HAMILTON

MRs. ANDREW HAMILTON

PrHiLiP HAMILTON

MRrs. PHILIP HAMILTON

THE DucHESS oF HAMILTON

Miss HERMIONE HAMMOND
*R. Q. Hancock
*T.H.H. HaNncock, F.R.I.B.A, M. T.P.L
L. J. Harcoop

Mrs. L. J. HAarGoOD

M. R. HARDING

Desmonp HARNEY, O.B.E.
DonALD HARRIS
*JounN Harnris, O.B.E., F.S.A., Hon.

F.R.I.B.A.

*MRS. JouNn HARRIS, MLA., PH.D.

JoHN HARRISON

J. L. HARRISON

MRs, J. L. HARRISON

SIR MICHAEL HARRISON, BT,
Miss MOLLIE HARRISON
DaviD HARTLEY

Mrs. DAVID HARTLEY

Dr, R. HARTLEY

Mus. R, HARTLEY

Miss STEFANIE HARWOOD
N. D. HATHERELL

Mrs. N. D. HATHERELL
MRrs. M. HAULICEK
HARRY HAVEMEYER

Mrs. H. HAVEMEYER
DENYS HAWTHORNE

Mis, DENYS HAWTHORNE
*E. L. HAYES
*Mhs. E. L. HAYES

W. §, HAYNES

Mnrs. W. 5. HAYNES
Davip HEAL

Miss LESLEY HEATHCOTE
Gavin HENDERSON
*G. A. HENLEY

H. N. HENSHAW

Mrs. H. N. HENSHAW

E. J. Hess

Mmrs. E. J. HEss

P. HIGGINS

Mns. P. HIGGINS

Mrs. N. HiIGHAM

Miss LEoNIE HIGHTON

W. N. HILLIER

Mgs, W. N. HILLIER

A. HiLToN

Mrs., A, HiLTon
*P. D, J, HireisLEY-COX
FErGUS HoBns
*Mrs. EL1oT HODGRIN
MaJor 1. S. HODGsON

Sik TREVOR HOLDSWORTH
LAY HOLDSWORTH

Miss Kixil HoLMa
STANLEY HONEYMAN

MRS, STANLEY HONEYMAN
*TuiE ViscounTess Hoop, C.V.0.
GAvIN HOOPER

Di. D. A. BuxTtON HOPKIN
Mnrs. D. A. BuxTton HoPKIN
ROBERT HORLLY

Miss A. M. HOrRNBY

DRr. SusaN HORSEWOOD-LEE,

M.R.C.G.P.

D. A. HOwARD

Mus. D. A. Howarp
DenNis HOwARD

Mnrs. DENIS HOWARD
*Miss |, M. HowaRrD

N. H. Howarp

Mus. N. H. HowaRD
*MaLcOLM S. HoOwE

PauL Howiz

Miss DAPHNE HOWESON
*D. R. HowisonN

Miss KATHLEEN F. HunBLE
*NEIL HUGHES-ONSLOW
JEaN-BarTisTE HUGO

E.F. HumpHities, B.Sc.(EnG.), F.1.C.E.
*Joun R. F. HUMPHRY

A. C. B. HUNTER
*RICHARD HUNTING

N. Hussanp, R.I.B.A.
NicHoLAs HUSKINSON

Mnrs. NicHOLAS HUSKINSON
M. J, HussEY

THE LADY SusaN Hussey, D.C.V.0.
V. A. HurtcHins, M.A.
Miss P. J. HUTCHINSON
MARTIN HUTTON

Miss PEGGY E. HYNE

*TiE COUNTESS OF IVEAGH

BAsIL . JACKSON

Mns. BAsIL J. JACKSON

J. JACOBSEN

MRs. J. JACOBSEN
*Miss PEGGY JACOHSON

S. JArEA
*Mns. ANNE JARDINE

Mrs. D. B. JARVIS
*Mnrs. H. A. TREGARTHEN JENKIN
*TiHE Lorp JEssEL, C.B.E.

Miss ANTOINETTE JOHNSON

. JOUNSON

Mgs. [. JOHNSON

S. H. JOHNSON

MRs. S. H. JORNSON

Sik ALEXANDER JOHNSTON
LADY JOHNSTON

R. C. S. JOrRDAN
*P. L. JOSEPH

THeE RT. HON. LorRD JosErH, C.H.,P.C,

Mrs, M. C. KAYLEY

*Mrs. VERONICA KEELING

MRs. GABRIELLE KEILLER

*Miss M. KENNEDY-BELL

T. A. KENNEDY-DAVIS

T WorsHIFFUL THE MAYOR OF
KENSINGTON AND CHELSEA

Di, R. B. KHAMBATTA

MRrs. R. B. KHAMBATTA

M. Kia

PauL H. KIERNAN

*ALLAN R, KING

*Miss F. B. KING

Mis. GLORIA KING

GorbonN KING

Mnis. GorpoN KNG




MRs. MARIANNE KING

Mgs I D, KING-LEWIS
*'THE LorRD KINNAIRD
*JamMEs H, KIRKMAN

Mnprs CYNTHIA KIRKPATRICK
LADY KIRWAN

Mus. PENELOPE KiIRWAN-TAYLOR
Dr. PAUL KNAPMAN

Mrs. PAUL KNAPMAN

B. E. KNIGHT

Mus. B, E. KniGgHT

Miss S. M. KNIGHT

Miss SUSANKE KOREN

MRs., HiLary KRALL
*HuGH KraLL

H. KRETZMER

Mis. H. KRETZMER

*ALBERTO DE LACERDA

Lapy LAcCON

1. D. LAFFEATY

R. A. LAMB

Mus. R, A. LaMmi

Miss M. M, C. LAMBERT

Mus. K. E. LANDER

Miss MoNIcA LANDERS

MRs. 1. LARKEN

R. I. O. LASCELLES
*W. A. . LAWRENCE
*MRrs. W, A, . LAWRENCE

Miss ELIZABETH LEADER

Miss E. A. LEATHART

Lavurie LeE, M.B.E., F.R.S.L.
*DavID LE LAY

*Miss F. M. LENEY

Dr. R. D. G. LESLIE

Mgs. R. D. G. LESLIE

E. G. Lewis, C.M.G., O.B.E.
*Mis, LESLEY LEWIS,-F.S.A.

SIR WILLIAM LEWTHWAITE
LADY LEWTHWAITE
*S1r DAviR LIDDERDALE, K.C.B.
LESLIE LING

Mns. LESLIE LING

*LADY CAROLINE LINGARD
CHRIS LINGARD

Miss ELIZABETH LINTON

Miss GwWYNETH LLOYD
*G. LLoYD-ROBERTS
*PREBENDARY HAROLD Loasny, M.A,
Mus. HAROLD LoasBy

PrinNCE JOHN LOBANOW-ROSTOVSKY
PRINCESS JOHN LOBANOW-ROSTOVSKY
*H. BRIAN LOCKE

*Mus. J. A. LONG

STErHEN P. H. LONG

*Tue COUNTESS oF LONGFORD, C.B.E.
*Mns, JOsEPH LOSEY

*JaMis N. LOTERY

*DR. PATRICK LOVETT
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Mrs. ANNA Low

Miss HELEN O. LowenTHAL, O.B.E.
Miss EL1ZABETH LOWRY-CORRY

N. LUARD

Mrs. N. LuarD

C. D. Lusi

*E. C. MACADAM
*LonrD MCALPINE OF WEST GREEN
*Mrs. A. R. H. MACDONALD
*Miss [. M. MACDONALD
MRrs. N. MACDONALD

MRs. J. V. MACDOUGALL

D. T. MACGREGOR

D. D. MACKINTOSH
*JAMES MACNAIR
*His HoNoUR JUDGE M. J. P, MACNAIR
Mnis. M. I, P. MacNAIR
*CoLIN 1. MCINTYRE

LADY McKay
*Mrs. C. 5. McNuLTY
*Miss B. . MAGRAW

Mirs. W. MAITLAND
*GEORGE MalLcowlm, C.B.E., M.A.
C. ], MaLm

Mrs. C. J. MALIM

Mus. GWEN MARDLEY, M.B.E.
FRRANCIS MARSDEN

Mns. FRANCIS MARSDEN

D. §. MARTIN

Mrs. D, 5. MARTIN

JOHN MARTIN

M. D. MARTIN

Miss N. A. MARTIN

Miss A. M. MASSINGBERD-MUNDY
*Miss M. G. Massy, M.B.E.
MRS. JACQUELINE MAUDE
*RicHARD FRANCIS MAURICE
Mis. A. M. N. MAXWELL
*LaDY MAY

Miss G. E. Mayo

Mrs. P, MAYOR

C. J. MEAD-BRIGGS

*Miss 1Ris MEDLICOTT

*Sirk JoHN MEGAW

*Lapy MEGAW

LoRrDp MESTON

Lapy MESTON
*PETER B. MEYER

*Mnrs, D. MIDDLETON

Mns. M. A MIDGLEY
RavymMonD MILES

Mus. RAYMOND MILES

S. MiLes

Mms. S, MiLES

Mmis. SusaN MILES

R. G. MILLWARD

THE LADY MILNER OF LEEDS
Miss PATRICIA MINES

M. MITCHELL

MRrs. M. MITCHELL

Miss P. D, J. MoLLay
Couin H. MOORE

Miss GILLIAN MOORE
*Mgs. JANE C. MOORE
Miss DIANA MORANT

D. T. MORGAN

Joun P. MorGan, O.B.E.
PENRI MORGAN

P. S5. MORICE

*Mers. A. G. Mornris
*Mrs. J. W. F. MORTON
DENNIS MOUNT

Mrs. DENNIS MOUNT
*THE LORD MOYNE

Miss WINIFRED MULLIGAN
R. MULLIN

Mrs. R. MuLLIN

D. G. G, M. MunnNs

MRrs. SHEENA MUSKETT

LADY NAFIER
THE NATIONAL TRUST
A. H. NEAVE
*PROF. BERNARD NEVILL,
F.R.S.A., F.5.1A,
Miss DiaNA NEWMAN
D. I. NEWMAN
*MRrs. E. NEWTON
F. A. NEYENS
MRs. F. A. NEYENS
MRgs. D, M. G. NICHOLSON
*GeEORrRGE H. J. NICHOLSON
MRrs. C. H. NickoLs
THE HON. GERARD NOEL
MRs. GERARD NOEL
*THE MARQUESS OF NORMANBY, 11\510
.B.E

*THE MARCHIONESS OF NORMANBY
THE LADY NUGENT

THE RT. REV. MGR. PATRICK
O'DONOGHUE

MRs. E. V. W. OKELL

P. V. A. OLDAK

MRs. W. M. OLDAK

MRs RALPH OLIPHANT

A. E. OPPENHEIMER
*MRs. CUTHBERT ORDE

G. ORLANDO

MRs. G. ORLANDO

J. F. ORMOND

MRs. I. F. ORMOND

ROBERT ORR-EWING
MARTIN OWEN

D. W. OwLETT

ALEX OXLEY

G. H. PAGE
MRs. G. H. PAGE
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Mns. EDGAR PALAMOUNTAIN
*W. PARKER

MICHAEL PARKIN

*Mnrs. MARJIORIE PARR

Miss P. M. PARR

Miss SHEILA PARRISH

MRs. M. D. PASCOE

Mrs, A-M. PATERSON

*Mus, JaN C. PATERSON

Miss NOrRMA PAULSON

MRs. JUNE PEARSON

K. G. R. PEARSON

Mmus. R. R. PELHAM BURN
Mrs. PENNY PERRIN

DAvVID PETTIFER

*Miss D. W. PETTIGREW

Dr. J. C. PHELPS

Mrs. J. C. PHELPS

Mrs. RUTH PHILP
*PREBENDARY F. A, PIACHAUD, M.A,,

B.D.

M. PICKERING

Mrs. M. PICKERING
MICHAEL PICKERING
*LADY PICKTHORN

TERENCE PIKE
*D. H. Pirer, D.L.

Miss GEMMA PIQUEREZ
*MRs, CECIL PLAYFORD

Miss PrisciLLa [ PLAYFORD
T. A. G. Pocock

Mes. T. A. G. Pocock

MRs. GREVILLE POKE
*Miss N. S. PoMFRET, M.B.E.
*THE LORD PORCHESTER
THE DUKE OF PORTLAND, CM.G.
RODNEY PORTMAN
ANTHONY POST

MRs. ANTHONY PosT
CLAUDE POTTER
CHRISTOPHER POWELL
CoOLIN PRESTIGE
*MRs. E. PULFORD

MRs. SYLVIA PULLEN
*Mnrs. DENIS PURCELL

LEONARD QUARANTO
MRrs. LEONARD QUARANTO
GILES QUARME

Mrs. GILES QUARME

MRs. V. QUIN

M. B. RADCLIFFE

MRrs. M. B. RADCLIFFE
MAJOR-GENERAL SIR ROy REDGRAVE
LADY REDGRAVE

Mrs. D. REID

Miss LYNN REINHOLD
*DR. MARY E. T. REMNANT

A. S. REYNOLDS




MRrs. A. S. REYNOLDS

Mrs. C. A. RICHARDS

F. A. RicHarDS, F.L.A.
*R. P. G. RICHARDS

I. P. RICKWORD

Mnrs. I. P. RICKWORD

Mus. A. RIDLER
*Davip RIDLEY
*MRs. DaviD RIDLEY

J. SiMON RIGGE

JoHN ROBERTS

MRs. JOHN ROBERTS

DAME SHEELAGH ROBERTS, D.B.E.
Miss JuLiA ROBINSON
NEVILLE W. ROBINSON

THE HON. STELLA ROBINSON
ROBERT ROBINSON

Mrs. ROBERT ROBINSON
Mers. FRANCES M. W. RoBsoN
JuLiAN RoDwAY

Mes. J. ROGER-VASSELIN
Miss PATIENCE ROPES

Mrs. E. R. ROsE

Mns. JANE ROSKELL

Miss S. M. ROSKELL

Mus. KATHARINE M. Ross
PETER ROSss

MRrs. PETER ROss

MRs. G. ROSSITER

Miss CARLA ROUNDELL-GREENE
*LADY ROwWAN |

*THE GOVERNOR, THE Royal HosPiTAL
*CoL. R. A. RUBENS

MRrs. R. A. RUBENS

Miss DiaNg T. RULIFFSON
Miss ELIZABETH RUSSELL
*Dr. NOEL RUSSELL

Mrs. SHERIDAN RussiéLL. O.B.E.
D. RUSSELL-STONEHAM

Mmrs. A. RUSSET

L. D. RUTMAN

MRs. L. D. RUTMAN

RonaLD B, RyaLL, F.RS.A.
Miss M. A. Ryan

Mnrs H. G. RYDER

D. W, SAGAR

Mrs. B. M. SAGAR

*ST. JOHN'S CHURCH

Miss DIANA SALTER

J. SAMMONS

MRs. J. SAMMONS

Miss E. SAMPSON

*MRs. A. C. E. SANDBERG
Davip SanpELL, F.R.C.S.
MRs. DAVID SANDELL
JOHN SANDOE

*JOHN A. SANKEY.

*Mrs. R, J. SARGENT

1. SASS00N

MRS J. SASSOON

THOMAS SAUNDERS, F.R.LB.A.
S. M. SCHICK

DuUANE SCHNEIDER

Miss H. SCHULZE
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