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Tower Blocks on the Cromwell Road
The Chelsea Society supported the Kensington Society in objecting to an 
application to build massive tower-blocks on the site of the existing Holiday Inn 
on the Cromwell Road. was refused on 27th September 2018.  Details are on The 
Chelsea Society’s website.

Planning Applications – Objectors
The Society was concerned that when implementing the recent change in data-
protection law, RBKC were making it difficult for the names of individual 
objectors to appear on the published record.  The Society made representation 
and the matter has now been resolved 

report of the planning committee

Saturday in Sloane Street: a gathering of super-cars and their fans

Noise From Motorcycles (and some cars)
One in five Europeans is regularly exposed to noise levels that could ‘significantly’ 
damage their health, according to the World Health Organization, which updated 
its noise pollution guidelines on 9th October 2018.

Motorcyclists have of course as much right as anyone else to use the roads, but 
the noise made by many vehicles is excessive, constituting a persistent nuisance 
to people living nearby or using the streets.  This is becoming worse as the roads 
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become more congested and more and more people are using motorcycles to get 
through the traffic. The vehicle need not be travelling at excessive speed to cause 
a noise nuisance, and fierce acceleration in low gear is the main problem. Silencers 
are often completely inadequate, even when properly maintained.  The same 
applies to certain types of car – in particular Ferrari, Maserati, Lamborghini, and 
Porsche.

The Society considers that our MP, our 
GLA Member and the Borough Council 
should propose to the Government 
that they amend the Road Vehicles 
(Construction and Use) Regulations 
1078/1986 to require motorcycles and 
cars be equipped with more effective 
silencers, even if this reduces speed 
and/or acceleration.  

It would appear that even the existing 
law relating to noise pollution is not 
being complied with, and the police 
should pay more attention to this 
problem.

The King’s Road
King’s Road is one of the most congested and worst polluted streets in London. 
At times there is complete gridlock, particularly in the section between Sloane 
Square and Sydney Street. A principal cause of the congestion is the large number 
of vans and lorries which use King’s Road, many of them delivery vehicles. The 
road is narrow. A single parked lorry can cause problems for buses (there are five 
bus routes along King’s Road). When two vehicles are parked opposite each other 
there is chaos.

The Society has made proposals to RBKC to alleviate these problems, and we are 
in dialogue with the Highways Dept.

report of the planning committee

Congestion in Sloane Square



25

Walking along the Embankment between Chelsea Old Church and Albert Bridge, 
the imposing statues of St Thomas More and Thomas Carlyle are hard to miss.  
Less obvious is a more modest commemoration, aptly doubling as bird-bath, 
featuring a line from the Rime of the Ancient Mariner, ‘He prayeth best who lovest 
best all things great and small’. It was commissioned as a memorial to Margaret 
Damer Dawson OBE (1873-1920), who lived opposite at 10 Cheyne Row. As 
Secretary of the Animal Defence and Anti-Vivisection Society, she was one of the 
earliest animal rights campaigners. During the First World War, she broke the 
gender barrier by creating a volunteer cadre of women police officers, out of 
which the national Women’s Police Service would emerge. 

Women, Written in Stone
Taking a closer look at some of Chelsea’s statues 

Damer Dawson has been commemorated with a fountain in her name, but are 
there any other sculptures in Chelsea depicting women, or celebrating their feats 

The Commemoration to Margaret Damer Dawson on Chelsea Embankment 
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and talents? The short answer is yes, and…no.  Figurative nudes, there are a 
plenty.  In the gardens of Cadogan Place there are two: Girl with Doves and The 
Dancers. Both were sculpted by David Wynne OBE, another of whose works, 
Dancer with Bird can be found in Cadogan Square. Young Girl by Karin Jonzen is 
located in Sloane Gardens. Retracing our steps back to Chelsea Embankment we 
will find Atalanta by Francis Derwent Wood RA and Awakening by his fellow 
Royal Academician, Gilbert Ledward. 

Women, Written in Stone

Atalanta by Francis Derwent Wood Girl with Doves by David Wynne

It’s interesting and somewhat surprising that the only woman to be commemorated 
in Chelsea – and not with one sculpture but two – is Eleanor Gwyn, more 
commonly known as Nell Gwyn.  Born in 1650 Nell became one of the first 
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Women, Written in Stone

actresses on the English stage, women’s roles having previously been acted by 
men or boys.  Her fame grew as a result of becoming a life-long mistress of King 
Charles II, by whom she had two sons; Charles in 1670 and James in 1671.  (They 
were the King’s seventh and eighth sons by five different mistresses).  She 
remained a favourite both of the King and the wider populace. According to 
legend, the Merrie Monarch’s last words were ‘Let not poor Nellie starve’. 

“Venus” in Sloane Square

The romance between the King and Nell is depicted in the Venus fountain in the 
centre of Sloane Square. It was funded in 1948 by the Leighton Fund, set up by the 
Lord Leighton, President of the Royal Academy (1878-96), who bequeathed 
£10,000 to be used either to commission or acquire works of art to be placed in 
public places.  Chelsea-born Gilbert Ledward sculpted a kneeling figure of Venus, 
goddess of love, holding a vase and pouring water from a conch shell, surmounted 
on a large bronze vase-shaped basin. It is here, behind the water tumbling over 
the basin that Ledward sculpted a bas-relief of the King and Nell. They are shown 
seated by the Thames; he is picking fruit from a tree as she fans herself.  A cupid 
sits nearby with two arrows at the ready, whilst a deer and hound are seen 
running together, as a swan swims in the river. In October 1953 Leighton’s 
successor, Sir Gerald Kelly, unveiled the statue which today has Grade II-listed 
status. 
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In 1937 a new block of flats on Sloane Avenue 
was named Nell Gwynn House. High above 
the entrance in an alcove is a statue of ‘pretty, 
witty Nell, as Samuel Pepys described her, 
with, aptly, a Cavalier King Charles spaniel 
at her feet.   

Grace Everett
Grace is the founder of the App, StatueFindr

Women, Written in Stone

Nell Gwyn statue on Sloane Avenue
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Anne Scott, Duchess of Buccleuch and Monmouth, survived and flourished in the 
often perilous late 17th century royal court. She emerged unscathed from the so-
called Monmouth Rebellion, the attempt to overthrow King James II by her first 
husband. He was executed but, unusually for anyone so closely connected to 
treason, she retained her titles, her fortune and her social standing. Indeed, her 
influence spanned a turn of century and dynasty: she remained a court favourite 
not only during the reigns of James’s daughters, Queens Mary and Anne, but well 
into the Hanoverian era. 
 

The First Monmouth House  
in Lawrence Street

As Oscar-winning film The Favourite reawakens interest in 
the late-Stuart era, Angela Lownie looks at the legacy of  

another royal courtier

The first Monmouth House in 1833, a watercolour by Elizabeth Gulston (Kensington and Chelsea Archives) 

Born in 1651, she was 12 when she married the Duke of Monmouth, the illegitimate 
son of King Charles II. It was the vast Buccleuch inheritance in Scotland that gave 
her a title in her own right. The couple were to have six children, only two of 
whom survived.  The Duchess had no sway over her headstrong, reckless 
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The First Monmouth House in Lawrence Street

husband and was powerless to stop him plunging into the perilous seas of 
repeated conspiracies. Consequently, after the 1685 Rebellion, she managed to 
retain the favour of James II: she was exonerated of any involvement and her 
inheritance protected. 

Today’s Monmouth House at 24 Lawrence Street takes its name from the  
four houses which formerly closed off the street at the north, now part of  
Upper Cheyne Row. Built in 1704, they were collectively known as Monmouth 
House after the Duchess’s residency there from 1715 until her death in 1732. The 
two central houses were larger than the rest and faced down Lawrence Street, 
with a passage between them to the garden, hidden behind a pair of pedimented 
doors. The Duchess initially took the centre portion on the east, three years later 
adding the adjoining one at right angles to make one house. 

A patron of the drama and literature of her day, the Duchess employed John Gay 
– the future writer of the Beggar’s Opera and creator of Captain Macheath (who, 
two centuries later, would become Mack the Knife). She could be pompous. She 
would order a canopy to be erected in her room; sitting beneath it she would 
receive her friends with much ceremonial, while her attendants stood around in 
attitudes of respectful deference. Amongst her visitors was Princess Caroline of 
Ansbach, later the consort of George II, who was entertained in 1716. On that 
occasion the parish bell-ringers were paid six shillings to herald the Princess’s 
arrival in Lawrence Street. 

The Duchess also spent her time in Scotland, where she oversaw the rebuilding of 
Dalkeith Castle. According to one source, she refused to cede her title and estates 
to her sons, declaring she would prefer to be ‘a man in my own family’. 

In 1750, the writer Tobias Smollett moved into the western central part of 
Monmouth House. With him was the wife he had met and married in the West 
Indies and their three-year-old daughter, Elizabeth. There, he wrote his novels as 
well as A Complete History of England. Smollett’s circle included Oliver Goldsmith 
and Dr Samuel Johnson. Despite his own chronic money troubles, Smollett was 
unfailingly generous to ‘unfortunate brothers of the quill’, whom he would dine 
at Lawrence Street on Sundays with roast beef and Yorkshire pudding, port, 
punch and beer. The Smolletts’ stay in Chelsea ended when their daughter died 
of tuberculosis in 1762. 

While Smollett was living in the central portion, the westernmost part of 
Monmouth House was rented in 1751 to Nicholas Sprimont, the manager of the 
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Chelsea Porcelain Manufactory which 
had been established along the north-
western side of Lawrence Street from 
about 1745. The china was made from 
a secret composition, and the 
production involved complicated 
moulding, firing and glazing, which 
made Chelsea porcelain among the 
most famous and highly prized. The 
Duchess’s former house was later let 
to Sprimont, which he used as a 
showroom for the porcelain.

Various parts of Monmouth House 
became schools in the early nineteenth 
century. In 1820, the property fell into 
Chancery because there were a series 
of disputes regarding the rightful 
owner. The four houses remained 
unoccupied and by 1832 were in a 
ruinous condition. Taking advantage 
of the litigation, one of the claimants 
ousted the caretaker installed by the 
Court of Chancery and – according to 
contemporary press articles – forcibly 
‘deprived two of the houses of their 
fair proportions, and carried off the 
materials by cart-loads, until only the 
bare walls were left’. 

Eventually the derelict houses were 
ordered to be removed. The two on 
the eastern side were demolished 
first, in 1835, followed by the others a 
year or two later. 

The present Monmouth House was so named in the 1920s. In fact, it is an older 
house than its namesake, having been built in about 1690. It too has had a 
chequered past: its first wealthy residents contrasting sharply with the occupiers 
in the late 19th century, when it was combined with the house next door as a 

The First Monmouth House in Lawrence Street

The Duchess of Monmouth

Nicholas Sprimont with his wife and sister-in-law 
c.1760 
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The First Monmouth House in Lawrence Street

sixpence-a-night dosshouse. Such establishments were notorious for their 
overcrowding and 99 lodgers were recorded there in 1891, including the aptly-
named Samuel Rook, whose occupation was listed as ‘thief’. The imperious old 
Duchess of Monmouth would not have put up with neighbours such as these…

This quiet Chelsea street has certainly had a rich and varied history – and that is 
looking at just two of its houses. 

Angela Lownie provides an individual house history research service for London properties 
www.londonhousehistories.co.uk
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Elizabeth David (1913-1992) revolutionised the way we eat, bringing the influence of 
provincial France and the Mediterranean to dull British cuisine, then limited by post-War 
rationing: ’that terrible cheerless heartless food’.  As fellow food writer Jane Grigson 
observed: ‘Few of us knew how to eat spaghetti…Then came Elizabeth David,  
like sunshine.’ 

What on earth comes over wine waiters when they take the orders of a woman 
entertaining another woman in a restaurant? 

Twice in one week recently I have 
dined in different restaurants (not, 
admittedly, in the expense-account 
belt of the West End, where women 
executives have tables and bottles of 
1945 Margaux permanently at the 
ready, or it’s nice to think so, anyway) 
and with different women friends, 
on one occasion as the hostess and 
on the other as the guest. On both 
occasions, after the regulation lapse 
of twenty minutes, the wine waiter 
brought a half-bottle of the wine 
ordered instead of a whole one.

Please don’t think I have anything 
against half-bottles; on the contrary, I 
find they have a special charm of 
their own. There are occasions when 
a half is what one wants, a half and 
nothing else, in which case I really 
don’t believe one has to be a master-
woman to be capable of specifying 
one’s wishes in the matter. 

I suppose the assumption on the part of wine waiters that women are too frail to 
consume or too stingy to pay for a whole bottle must be based on some sort of 

Ladies’ Halves
by 

Elizabeth David 

John Minton’s cover of Elizabeth David’s  
Mediterranean Food 

(With thanks to the Royal College of Art) 
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Ladies’ Halves

experience, but instead of having to go back to change the order (ten minutes the 
second time, one is getting quite edgy by then, and well into the second course; if 
they held up the food to synchronize with the wine one mightn’t mind so much) 
he could inquire in the first place, in a discreet way. Or even in an indiscreet way, 
like the steward on the Edinburgh-London express a few years ago who yelled at 
me across the rattling crockery and two other bemused passengers, ‘A bottle, 
madam? A whole bottle? Do you know how large a whole bottle is?’

First published by The Spectator in July 1962. Reproduced from An Omelette and a 
Glass of Wine by kind permission of the publisher, Grub Street 

The Blue Plaque outside 24 Halsey St © English Heritage
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The war horse is often thought of as either a cavalry charger or 
officer’s mount, but as Emma Mawdsley explains, the artist  
Alfred Munnings captured the different role of Army horses in the 
First World War. 

‘I have no hesitation in saying that from a military point of view it is of the utmost 
importance to ensure an ample supply of light draught and riding horses of a 
really good stamp, suitable for Cavalry and Artillery work, if this country is, in 
the future, to be fully prepared for war’.
Letter from Lord Kitchener, 20th July 1915

‘We consider the encouragement of the breeding of horses suitable for artillery 
and light draught to be of the utmost national importance, bearing in mind the 
fact that on mobilisation a larger quantity of these horses is required than of the 
riding type.’
Report of the Committee on the Supply of Horses for Military Purposes, August 
1915

Alfred Munnings and the First World War 

Alfred Munnings, Lord Strathcona’s Horse on the March, 1918 (National Army Museum 2001-12-10)
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Alfred Munnings and the First World War 

In 1900 virtually every vehicle in London was horse-drawn; it took 300,000 horses 
to keep the city moving. Until 1914 some 2.8 million draught horses were 
employed in farming in Britain. Horses could be seen throughout the country, 
pulling everything from ploughs and omnibuses to trams and milk floats. 

During the four years of the First World War (1914-18), the success of the British 
military effort was totally dependent on horses. The British Army employed 
more than 368,000 horses on the Western Front by 1917. The vast majority were 
draught or pack animals rather than the riding horses traditionally found in the 
cavalry and as officers mounts. Small but strong horses and ponies carried shells 
and ammunition. Draught horses switched from buses to pulling heavy artillery 
guns and supply wagons. Britain’s Remount Department spent £67.5 million 
(about £3 billion in today’s money) on purchasing, training and delivering horses 
and mules to the Front. 

A new type of war saw men live for months in trenches instead of fighting on the 
move. Often the mud was so thick that motor vehicles could not drive through it. 
It was left to horses to pull the large artillery guns and ambulances and to bring 
in supplies of medicine, food and ammunition. Not enough of Britain’s horses, 
however, were suitable for Army use, so large numbers had to be purchased from 
abroad. Canada sent about 130,000 horses overseas during the First World War.

At the outbreak of war, the artist Alfred Munnings was frustrated that he was 
deemed unfit to serve in the Army. An accident had left him blind in one eye. In 
1917, keen to contribute to the war effort, he volunteered to work with the Army 
Remount Service, assessing and treating imported Canadian horses for mange. 
His love of horses was soon to find a more worthy outlet. In the Spring of 1918, 
Munnings was commissioned by Lord Beaverbrook’s Canadian War Memorials 
Fund to paint the Canadian Expeditionary Force in France.

With his vibrant brushstrokes Munnings captured the play of light on the 
gleaming, groomed horses of the Canadian Cavalry Brigade. Sometimes, just a 
mile behind the front line, and in full view of the enemy, he painted the lines of 
perfectly groomed horses, their clipped coats shining in the sunlight. But as the 
Germans advanced inexorably across France, in April 1918 he was moved out of 
danger to paint the Canadian Forestry Corps in Normandy and then the Jura 
region.

Munnings’s views of the timber mills and the horses and animals in the 
surrounding landscape depict the tranquil, pastoral idyll that the Allies were 
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Alfred Munnings and the First World War 

fighting for. The Forestry Corps did invaluable work supplying the timber that 
lined trenches and shelters for men, animals and supplies. It also provided the 
duckboards that enabled the Allies to traverse the shell-scarred and often muddy 
landscape, as well as the railway sleepers for the narrow-gauge railways that kept 
the allies supplied with munitions and stores, transported troops and evacuated 
the wounded. Each forestry company had a team of 120 horses: there was great 
rivalry as to which team kept their horses in the best condition.

Alfred Munnings’ paintings of the Canadian Expeditionary Force have not been 
displayed together in Europe since 1919. The recent exhibition at the National 
Army Museum was a timely opportunity to revisit them. The collection 
commemorated Canada’s significant contribution and sacrifice in support of the 
Allied cause.

Alfred Munnings, Log Loading          
Beaverbrook Collection of War Art, Canadian War Museum (CWM 19710261-0471)
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Alfred Munnings and the First World War 

The First World War cost the lives of some 60,000 Newfoundlanders and 
Canadians, almost ten per cent of those who served in the conflict. The pictures 
also record the contribution of the Canadian horses to the war effort. 

Alfred Munnings Halt on the March by a Stream at Nesle
Beaverbrook Collection of War Art, Canadian War Museum

(CWM 19710261-0445)

At the end the War, the public demanded that the equine heroes should be treated 
with respect. The Army had far more horses than it needed in peacetime. Around 
500,000 horses were sold for work, about 100,000 of these in Britain. Due to public 
concern that some owners might not take proper care of their horses, all buyers 
had to be investigated. The War Office promised that unwanted horses would be 
destroyed rather than sold on to cruel owners. Sadly, some 61,000 animals that 
were not fit for work were sold for horsemeat.

Emma Mawdsley is the Lead Curator and Head of Collections, Development & Review at 
the National Army Museum
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John Gielgud described Sybil Thorndike as ‘the most loved and admired English 
actress since Ellen Terry’. She was also one of the most remarkable women of the 
twentieth century. Outside her acting career she was an ardent suffragist, socialist 
and pacifist, who fought throughout her life for a better and more peaceful world.  

Sybil and her fellow-actor Lewis Casson, 
a distinguished director, were familiar 
and popular figures around Chelsea for 
many decades. After the first world war 
they lived at 6 Carlyle Square (now 
marked by a blue plaque) and then at 74 
Oakley Street. In later life they moved 
into a flat at 98 Swan Court, near Flood 
Street. Lifelong members of the Chelsea 
Labour Party, they sent their daughters 
Mary and Ann to the local Francis 
Holland School.

Sybil knew well and acted with most of 
the leading actors of her day. She was a 
surrogate mother to Laurence Olivier, 
giving him his first break in the theatre. 
She stood steadfastly by Gielgud when a 
gay scandal threatened to end his stage 
career. She acted opposite Ralph 

Richardson when he played what many considered his finest role, that of Ibsen’s 
Peer Gynt. Her years in the theatre ran parallel to that of another great actress, 
Edith Evans, who was seen as her great rival, but was very different in style, 
temperament and personality.

Sybil was a talented pianist before turning to acting in her youth. She toured 
America and Canada for three years, playing over a hundred Shakespearean 
parts. Throughout the first world war she led the pioneering Old Vic company, 
playing numerous Shakespearean roles while bringing up four children. She 
electrified audiences with her powerful performances in Medea and The Trojan 
Women, and in 1924 became a household name with Saint Joan, which Bernard 
Shaw wrote especially for her.

A Star of Life
Jonathan Croall, Sybil Thorndike’s biographer, remembers a famous 

Chelsea resident

Sybil Thorndike as Medea by Howard Instead 
(matte bromide print c.1920. NPG Ax24998)

©National Portrait Gallery 
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In the second world war she and Lewis took productions of Shakespeare and 
Euripides to the mining areas of south Wales. Afterwards she witnessed first-
hand the devastation of postwar Europe while touring the continent with an Old 
Vic company headed by Olivier and Richardson. Later she and Lewis toured the 
world with their celebrated poetry and dramatic recitals, visiting Australia five 
times, and also performing them in America, Africa, Israel, India and the Far East, 
as well as all over the UK.

Sybil was on the stage for sixty-five years, during which time she played well 
over three hundred parts. She appeared in virtually every theatrical genre: Greek 
tragedy, drawing-room comedy, Grand Guignol, revue, Shakespeare, poetic 
drama, farce, gritty contemporary plays, and much else. It was an astonishing 
achievement, an indication of her remarkable versatility and her desire to play 
every kind of role. She appeared in some two dozen films, working with leading 
directors such as Alfred Hitchcock, Herbert Wilcox, Michael Powell, Alberto 
Cavalcanti and Victor Saville. She also made a dozen television appearances, and 
worked extensively in radio. 

When she played Saint Joan, Shaw gave her a copy of the play inscribed ‘To Saint 
Sybil Thorndike from Saint Bernard Shaw’. She was much loved by both the 
public and the profession, for her warmth, her enthusiasm, and her generosity of 
spirit. But was the label ‘saint’ that was often applied to her an appropriate one? 
And was her sixty-year relationship on and off stage with Lewis the model 
theatrical partnership it seemed to be?

These were two of the many questions I tried to answer in the biography I wrote 
about her extraordinarily rich life. For seven years I interviewed nearly two 
hundred actors, directors and playwrights who had worked with her or knew her 
well. I also had many extremely fruitful conversations with members of her 
family, who collectively captured in absorbing detail Sybil’s larger-than-life 
personality, her many virtues as well as her flaws. These interviews revealed the 
intense, sometimes furious arguments she had with Lewis about the state of the 
world, and her struggles to combine motherhood with a glittering stage career. 
Her letters showed the many facets of her personality: the fun-loving woman 
delighting in theatrical gossip; the doting but anxious mother and grandmother; 
the avid reader of the latest novel or book about religion or philosophy. 

Unlike many actresses of the time, she had a rich life outside the theatre. Strong-
willed, courageous and outspoken, she appeared on countless platforms with 
people such as Vera Brittain, holding forth passionately on the burning issues of 

A Star of Life
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the day, from Votes for Women as a suffragist in Manchester in her youth, to 
nuclear disarmament in her eighties. As a member and later sponsor of the Peace 
Pledge Union and a committed pacifist, she marched for peace; as a socialist she 
helped refugee children of Republican families made homeless during the 
Spanish Civil War. She spoke up for many groups struggling against their 
government, whether they were miners in the General Strike of 1926, native 
blacks in apartheid South Africa in the 1930s, or conscientious objectors during 
the second world war.

As a result of her political activities and popularity she was on Hitler’s blacklist 
of individuals to be eliminated once Germany had invaded Britain. Yet her 
passionate desire for a better world was not confined to public speaking, nor to 
her support for many good causes, big and small. She was intensely brave, 
visiting leper colonies in England and Hong Kong, and holding the hands of 
children dying in the newly liberated concentration camp at Belsen. She was also, 
with Lewis, one of the founders of her profession’s trade union, Actors’ Equity. It 
was for all this, as much as for her great theatrical achievements, that the writer 
A.P. Herbert described her as ‘a star of life’, a description I used as the title of my 
biography.  

Sybil Thorndike: A Star of Life by Jonathan Croall is 
published by Haus, in hardback and as an e-book. He is 
currently writing a one-woman show about Sybil, based 
on his biography.

A Star of Life
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With a major retrospective dedicated to the designer’s work at the V&A, Sarah Farrugia 
and Keith Howard describe how they set about commemorating Mary Quant with a 
plaque on the former site of her shop in the King’s Road.  

KEITH: Imagine yourself on the King’s Road outside Joe & the Juice. Official 
address: 138a.  But the calendar proclaims it is November 1955. A party is 
underway to celebrate the opening of a shop; a shop where no shop had existed 

Commemorating Mary Quant in Chelsea

Mary Quant’s shop Bazaar photographed by John Bignell in 1959 
(Copyright: Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea Libraries)



43

before. A garish striped marquee in the forecourt is quite outrageous for  
decorous 1950s Chelsea. A trestle table inside the tent is crammed with food  
and drink. A burning brazier in a corner provides a congenial, affable  
atmosphere. You are an onlooker to the opening of Mary Quant’s first boutique, 
Bazaar. The hubbub of that irreverent party has long since faded, but the  
banquet marks the beginning of a revolution. Yes, really. A fashion revolution.  
A youth revolution.

SARAH: Mary Quant’s Bazaar was one of the first of many boutiques in the King’s 
Road. It drew admiring crowds from the very moment she set up shop, but also 
created uproar. Among the critics was the Chelsea Society, which according to 
Mary’s memoirs, apparently posted very rude notices through her door! The 
previous year, it had objected to proposals to turn the building into a coffee bar. 
To make things worse, at the time, the uncle of Alexander Plunkett-Greene, 
Mary’s husband, was one of the Society’s leading figures and lived around the 
corner from Bazaar in Markham Square. By the early 1960s, the look she helped to 
create and popularise – mini skirt, tights and hair in Vidal Sassoon’s five-point 
bob – revolutionised women’s appearance.  Bazaar and Mary made Chelsea the 
height of fashion and quite the place to see and be seen.  As some members of the 
Chelsea Society may remember, the Sixties was a tumultuous time in SW3. 

Commemorating Mary Quant in Chelsea  

Extracts from the Chelsea Society Annual Report 1955 about Markham House, the site of the future Bazaar
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KEITH: Mary Quant’s seminal fashion designs were an instant hit with young 
women. Bazaar was a runaway success and Mary changed the face and global 
influence of British fashion irrevocably. 

Today we can see the after-effects of the creative ingenuity of Dame Mary Quant 
OBE. She unleashed the energy of countless young designers and encouraged us 
all to express our individuality through our fashion choices.

SARAH: In December 2017, as part of the King’s Road Christmas celebrations,  
a stall was set up in Dovehouse Green: ‘Bar Humbug’. The atmosphere  
was convivial and we served warm spiced apple juice. Two people just  
started chatting; two strangers living in the same neighbourhood. Keith Howard 
and I were discussing nothing in particular when he mentioned that a plaque 
should be installed to honour Mary Quant at the location of Bazaar – what a  
good idea. 

KEITH: Events and places far less historically significant are routinely 
commemorated with a sign or a plaque. So why aren’t Mary Quant and the site of 
Bazaar?  I had often wondered. Well, that was about to change … Sarah thought 
the plaque was a great idea and suggested I present it at the next meeting of the 
King’s Road Breakfast Club – an informal gathering of people interested in new 
ideas and making things happen. So began a collaboration between Sarah and 
myself to correct the scandalous oversight. 

SARAH: We worked together to get the various permissions (the building’s 
owners, RBKC, Mary Quant’s family), find a plaque production team and 
funding. Fortunately, with its typical generosity, the Cadogan Estate stepped 
forward. 

KEITH: I drew up a design for the plaque and outlined an unveiling event. In the 
New Year of 2018, I met with Sarah again to share my ideas, this time in warmth 
of the coffee shop atop Peter Jones in Sloane Square. 

I began researching and contacting people who were connected with Mary 
Quant’s boutique in the 1960’s and received enthusiastic support from all. 

Then in June 2018, the plaque project received an injection of rocket fuel. The 
Victoria and Albert Museum announced a blockbuster retrospective showcasing 
the fashions of Mary Quant. I ramped up my outreach program to garner support 
while Sarah blazed through the critical checklist items such as permissions, 

Commemorating Mary Quant in Chelsea  
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including the use of Mary Quant’s iconic daisy logo in the plaque design, and the 
all-important funding. 

Manufacture of the plaque was undertaken by the Frank and Susan Ashworth 
foundry in rural Cornwall. It also makes all those sky blue English Heritage 
plaques that can be seen across London. 

SARAH: We are about to install a plaque on the building to remind everyone of 
the cultural earthquake that she started on our very doorstep.

But the story behind the plaque is important in the context of civic engagement. 
Is Chelsea a village? Many who have lived here for generations claim it is. But in 
today’s hectic world, neighbourliness can appear to be a quaint, anachronistic 
concept. Very little of any substance can happen unless people can find time to 
meet and chat with each other. A nod of the head and passing the time of day on 
the way to the bus stop is all very well and feels good in the moment, but can it 
result in a meaningful exchange? Against the backdrop of anonymity that is 
typical in every city, the Mary Quant commemoration is an example of a small 
gathering leading to a wonderful outcome.

What I’ve learned from the project is that many of us have great ideas, but we 
don’t know to realise them.  A village is a place where people can connect  
with each other in so many different ways. It’s not just about working together to 
stop the negative, but to enable the positive: a plaque on a building; a secret 
cinema on Cremorne Gardens; the creation of a people’s Christmas choir,  
singing on a green; and so many more things that are imagined, then set aside 
and never brought to reality. 

Working with Keith to make the 
Mary Quant plaque a reality shows 
that village life or neighbourliness 
can still exist in Chelsea if we all 
make a time and a place for it.

KEITH:  An unveiling and dedication 
event is scheduled for the Summer. 
The plaque finally recognizes one  
of the King’s Road’s - and  
Britain’s - most famous cultural 
heritage sites. 

Commemorating Mary Quant in Chelsea  

The Plaque due to be unveiled  
on the former site of Bazaar
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Theodore Sanches de Pina Ramos
17 October 1928 – 11 April 2018 

David Robinson Remembers the Distinguished Chelsea Artist 

From his Chelsea Farm House Studio in Milmans Street, Theodore Sanchez De 
Pina Ramos created exquisite portraits of many of the great and good. The studios, 
built by the Council and leased to Chelsea artists, demonstrated the commitment 
of local planners in the 1960s to support artists by providing living and working 
accommodation within the Borough.  Found just a few yards from JMW Turner’s 
last house in Davis’s Place (now 118-119 Cheyne Walk) and behind ‘Whistler’s 
Reach’, Studio 3 was the birthplace for over 800 portraits.

This scribe is fortunate to have lived his formative years in Old Church Street, 
next door to Mallord House, then owned by Cecil Arthur Hunt, the watercolourist. 
After church service at Chelsea Old Church, he offered painting lessons to the 
scribe and his sister while mother finished cooking the Sunday lunch. Entering 
Hunt’s studio, we were each handed a precious joss stick and invited to put a 
lighted candle to its end. A means of dispelling the smell of paint hanging on the 
air, we were told.  What experience is that!  Some memory. The exotic aroma from 
the joss stick, led us into a magic creative world of the artist’s studio. Neither 
child retained any skill at painting from those lessons, but the experience of being 
given free rein in the studio was a rich one, that set a basic but clear understanding 
of the vital place of artists in Chelsea.  

Theo Ramos at work on a portrait of H.M. The Queen
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For a new generation, Theo’s studio took the place of Cecil Hunt’s. On visits by 
our children, the identical ceremonial lighting of the joss stick was enthusiastically 
welcomed. A lifelong memory, a deep affection and the understanding of the 
importance of painters to Chelsea was instilled. 

Theo was born in Oporto, Portugal on 17 October 1928, the third of five children.  
A mistake led to his birth date being registered as 30 October 1928. He celebrated 
his two birthdays, which was something he was proud to share with the Queen 
- whom he was commissioned to paint several times.
 
The historic Ramos family home was close to Seville. Theo’s Spanish parents had 
fled unrest in Spain, moving first to Oporto and then to England, where Theo 
completed his education at the Royal Academy Schools.  The Keeper at the time 
was Sir Henry Rushbury. His daughter Julia was Theo’s fellow student. She 
received the Gold Medal for the year and he was awarded the Silver. They 
married. Throughout the course and later, Theo regarded Sir Henry as his mentor.  
His other influences were Velazquez and Van Dyke, Gainsborough, Titian and 
John Singer Sargent. 

Sir Henry introduced Theo to his wide circle of painting contemporaries including 
Sir Gerald Kelly (with whom Theo worked) and Sir Edward Munnings. On one 

obituary
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occasion Theo arrived at the Kelly’s home with a large bunch of red roses for 
Lady Kelly whose husband shortly afterwards wrote to Sir Henry: ‘I do think 
your son-in-law cannot afford to give my wife red roses.  It’s a bit much.’ Theo 
informed his father-in-law: ‘My mother told me that when calling, you should 
wipe your feet on the mat and never come empty handed.’

Theo taught part time at the Royal Academy Schools.  At Harrow School of Art 
one of his pupils was Malcolm McLaren. With Vivienne Westwood’s shop at 
World’s End moments from Milman’s Street, they continued to meet. 

Bohemian haunts such as the French House in Dean Street and the Queen’s Coffee 
Shop in Cork Street provided Theo and Julia with a wide circle of artistic and 
creative friends, among them Winifred and Ben Nicholson, Dylan Thomas, 
Geoffrey Bernard and John Hoyland. 

Theo’s sitters included the Queen and Queen Mother.  Two of his works are in the 
National Portrait Gallery collection. He was also considerable copyist.  Arguably 
the most significant picture that he copied was a full-size copy of Raphael’s 
Transfiguration, commissioned by Distillers Company for their headquarters at 20 
St James’s Square.  This took Theo two years including time spent in Rome 
copying from the original.  He was a skilled designer and typographer, producing 

the posters for Royal Academy 
exhibitions for a number of years.  He 
also worked with Christopher Prater 
and the Kelpra Studio.

The marriage to Julia produced four 
sons, three of whom survive him (two 
painters and one professional 
photographer), as well as five 
grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. 

Theo excelled at conversation. There 
was very little to give away his 
background to anyone meeting Theo 
for the first time since his diction was 
exquisitely Oxford, though from time 
to time his Mediterranean 
temperament could come through. A 
frequent visitor to Lord’s and proud 
member of the MCC, he would 
remark on the good sense of the MCC 

obituary
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authorities in choosing the Spanish national flag’s colours for the Club’s colours. 
Theo was in his element queuing early in the morning with fellow cricket fans at 
the Grace Gates. No time would be lost before conversation was engaged with 
those around him.  That conversation would continue at ‘Cads’ Corner’ as he 
called the front seats of the Allan Stand where a regular group of friends met.  
Conversation was fuelled by his cool-bag loaded with quail’s eggs, prawns and 
champagne. Theo adored Lords on the first day of a Test Match as much as on the 
final of the Cricketer Village Cup when he celebrated the prospect of ‘the village 
blacksmith hitting a six over the Grandstand’. When cricket was being  
played and Theo was in his studio, he became an ardent fan of John Arlott on  
Test Match Special. 

For almost sixty years, Theo occupied Studio 3 where he was the first tenant.  His 
early neighbours included the well-known Chelsea bohemian and impressionist 
painter Michael D’Aguilar at Number 4. More recently he shared the corridor 
with Victoria Baden-Powell and the sculptor William Fawke. It was his habit to 
breakfast at the same table at Picasso in the King’s Road until its closure in 2009.  
Theo learned the name and biography of every waitress. He would greet them by 
their first name before issuing the same order (coffee with hot, but not, frothy 
milk on the side, and poached egg on toast or latterly a slice of dry toast). 

As an enthusiast for dining, Theo could be frequently found in black tie, and 
occasionally white.  A Liveryman of three Worshipful Companies (Painter-
Stainers, Founders, and the Barbers), he had a regular supply of dinners to attend. 
These were supplemented by a myriad of other Clubs and Dining Clubs that he 
supported.  With the Royal Academy his alma-mater, he considered it inevitable 
that that he should join the Devonshire Club in St James’s.  On its merger with the 
East India, Theo became a life member of the East India, enjoying various 
privileges.  Its second-floor landing has a large collection of portraits by Theo of 
its past chairmen.  When Livery Companies and Club dinners did not provide, 
then he turned to the Thunderers, the Bucks and Berks, the Crocks, and most 
recently the Devonshire Society of St James’s, which he founded. But Theo was no 
stranger to local restaurants in Chelsea, his favourites being Le Colombier in 
Dovehouse Street, El Bodegon in Park Walk, and Frantoio (known to Theo by its 
earlier names, Leonardo and The Continental Barn). 

A stroke affecting his right side deprived Theo of his two loves, his ability to paint 
and to speak.  Cruel deprivations. He was sustained in his studio by sons, family 
and friends and, latterly, by a devoted team of carers.  His death on 11 April 2018 
deprived all who knew him of a great inspiration.  More than 800 of his portraits 
which hang in palaces, military establishments, government offices, company 
board rooms and homes will reflect one of his talents.  What we have all lost is 
Theo’s other great love: his conversation. His death also ends a chapter of a 
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family’s connection with Chelsea lasting over 160 years, the  
earliest of which being the Hackney Carriage business on the site formerly 
occupied by the Duke of Westminster’s Livery Stables in  
Old Church Street - now the site of the Red Cross Shop and what used to be the 
Essoldo Cinema. His sons’ continued memberships of the Chelsea Arts Club open 
a different chapter. 

Unsurprisingly, Theo never engaged with 
the internet and depended heavily on his 
local suppliers.  One framer in particular, 
Derek Tanous, produced the most beautiful 
frames as Theo directed over a number of 
decades.  Like countless other artists, Theo 
was also a regular customer of Rodney 
Baldwin’s at Green & Stone.

Will there be other painters to follow in Cecil 
Hunt and Theo Ramos’ place and keep a 
lighted candle in their studio in case some 
child or grown up child may be inspired to 
light a joss stick and through the threads of 
its rising smoke begin to understand the 
mystery of the artist’s studio? 

ADWR

obituary
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The Treasurer’s Report 

I am pleased to report that Society continues to be in good financial health.  
I would like to thank my fellow Trustees, Members and the Chairman,  
James Thompson, for their strategic thinking over financial issues and effective 
financial decisions. 

The Annual Report for the year ended 30 June 2017 was submitted to the Charity 
Commission on 7 December 2017. The financial statements for 2018 have been 
prepared in accordance with FRS102 and the Charities SORP 2015. 

The Society derives its main income from Members’ subscriptions. Lectures and 
visits also make a contribution, together with some donations, legacies and Gift 
Aid receipts.These principal income sources really fund the general operating 
expenses of the Society – the programs and services that are made available to 
protect and foster the amenities of Chelsea. These services and other activities are 
all designed to break even. 

Total income increased by £2,009 to £33,529 in 2017/18 (2016/2017: £31,520). This 
income derives principally from membership fees, event income, advertising and 
Gift Aid from HMRC. 

Membership fees increased by 22% on last year to £16,282 (2016/2017: £13,395), 
advertising revenue fell by 36% on last year to £4,325, Gift Aid income increased 
to £3,025 (2016/2017: £1,059) and event ticket sales increased to £9,697 (2016/2017: 
£5,687).  The Society has an ambitious programme planned for 2019 to boost 
revenues from ticketed events to further bolster reserves. The focus will continue 
to be both on information and enjoyment as previously whilst seeking to grow 
and develop the Society.

The Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) shows the analysis of  
charitable activities split between development, fundraising, events, support  
and governance costs. Total spending on charitable activities, at £27,522 
(2016/2017: £22,825), representing a 21% increase, due to higher event and 
support costs.

In 2018 we conducted a comprehensive review of Gift Aid receivable and lodged 
claims in respect of the three years ended 30 June 2018.  This has resulted in a net 
amount receivable from HMRC of approximately £6,166 but not received until 
after the end of the 2017/2018 financial year.
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The Statement of Financial Position is a summary of the assets, liabilities and 
equity position of the Society. Net increase in funds in the year was £5,227 
(2016/2017: £7,756).  Cash and cash equivalents at the year-end were £64,243 
(2016/2017: £51,435).

Over the year, the net assets of the Society increased in line with the surplus to £53,722 
(2016/2017: £48,495).  This net asset position reflects that the Society is financially 
healthy, secure and well positioned to endure any future economic conditions.

The balance of Reserve funds within the Society increased by £5,227 to £53,722 in 
2017/18 (2016/2017: £48,495).

What happens if there are losses in these self-funded activities or our operations? 
Well, we have reserves that act as a type of guarantee. These reserves help secure 
the Society’s long-term financial security. 

The Trustees have established a policy that the unrestricted funds not committed 
or invested in fixed assets should be approximately £40,000, which is the cost of a 
major exhibition. This is considered prudent since the reserve also protects the 
Society from any legal challenges against it on planning matters, and enables it to 
pay for legal advice on planning and other matters. At present the free reserves 
are slightly above target, but future plans for charitable activities in schools and 
for an architecture prize will reduce the reserves.

Amounts in excess of the reserve’s minimum level provide flexibility for the 
trustees when developing operating plans for future years. Recently, the Trustees 
have made use of part of this surplus to fund the Society’s strategic initiatives as 
an investment in the Society’s future.

The future financial prospects of the Society are based on the number of members 
we will have in the coming year. For budgeting purposes, the trustees must 
consider the number of members and level of membership fees which have 
remained constant for a number of years and the impact of increasing expenses.

We have had some difficulty achieving our anticipated membership numbers, so 
membership fees are projected to remain constant, however, any shortfall in fees 
is more than covered by our advertising revenue. Other trading and event 
activities remain on target to break even.

As we continue to strengthen the Society’s public image and awareness, we must 
work hard to achieve sustainable membership growth. We must ensure that we 
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stay relevant in order to attract and retain good members. We must continuously 
explore new ways to spread the word about the Society and to strengthen and 
grow our membership base – to grow our community - so that we may all  
continue to perform the good work that the Society does while remaining 
financially secure.

The Chelsea Society’s Independent Examiner has issued a statement which means 
that there is no matter in the financial statements, in their opinion, to which 
attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding of the 
accounts.

The Trustees intend to ask the existing examiner, GMAK Chartered Accountants 
to undertake the independent examination of the charity in the following year.

In conclusion, the Society will continue to seek to provide financial support for 
initiatives that further the interests of the membership and the amenities of 
Chelsea. 

Christopher Lenon 
Acting Honorary Treasurer

the treasurer’s report
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the chelsea society
Registered Charity Number 276264
The Trustees’ Report

The Trustees present their Report, together with financial statements, for the year 
ended 30 June 2018.

The beneficiaries of the Charity are those who live, study, or work in Chelsea, as 
well as those who visit Chelsea, own property in Chelsea, or benefit from Chelsea 
in any other way. The Society regards Chelsea as an asset of national importance.

Trustees
The members of the Council of the Society are the Trustees for the purpose of 
charity law, and throughout this report are collectively referred to as the Trustees.
The Trustees serving during the year and up to the date of approval of the 
financial statements were as follows:

Dr James Thompson 
Michael Stephen 
Michael Bach 
Martyn Baker 
Terence Bendixson 
Amalia Cebreiro 
Fleur de Villiers 
Jane Dorrell 
Jennifer Grossman 

Michael Illingworth  
   (resigned 25 February 2018)
Sarah Ingham 
Allan Kelly 
Sir Paul Lever 
Christopher Lenon 
Nigel Stenhouse   
   (deceased 16 October 2017)

Trustee induction and training
All Trustees are advised to read the guidance on the Charity Commission’s 
website at https://www.gov.uk/topic/running-charity/Trustee-role-board.  
New Trustees take part in an informal induction process.  New guidance and 
good-practice information from the Charity Commission is communicated  
to Trustees.

How we raised and spent the Society’s money in 2017/2018
Total income increased by £2,009 to £33,529 in 2017/18 (2016/2017: £31,520). This 
income derives principally from membership fees, event income, advertising and 
Gift Aid from HMRC. 

Membership fees increased by 22% on last year to £16,282 (2016/2017: £13,395), 
advertising revenue fell by by 36% on last year to £4,325, Gift Aid income 
increased to £3,025 (2016/2017: £1,059) and event ticket sales increased to £9,697 
(2016/2017: £5,687).  A detailed analysis of income is shown in the consolidated 
Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) and Notes 2, 3 and 6 to the accounts.
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Expenditure
The Statement of Financial Activities (SOFA) shows the analysis of charitable 
activities split between development, fundraising, event, support and governance 
costs. Total spending on charitable activities, at £27,522 (2016/2017: £22,825), 
representing a 21% increase, due to higher event and support costs.

Events
The Society organises public meetings, lectures, internal meetings, and visits to 
places of interest.  Further details of event profitability are set out in Note 6.

Gift Aid reporting
In 2018 we conducted a comprehensive review of Gift Aid receivable and lodged 
claims in respect of the three years ended 30 June 2018.  This has resulted in a net 
amount receivable from HMRC of approximately £6,166 but not received until 
after the end of the 2017/2018 financial year.

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
From 25 May 2018, data-processing in the EU has been governed by the General 
Data Protection Regulation 2016/679 (“GDPR”), which replaced the UK Data 
Protection Act 1998, and has implications for all organisations which control and 
process personal data. 

The Chelsea Society holds on computer the name and address, and in some cases 
also the e-mail address and telephone number, of its members (all of whom are 
adults), and records whether the member has made a valid Gift Aid declaration. 
The Data Controller is the Chairman of the Society but any request for information 
about data, or for any amendment or deletion, is dealt with by the Membership 
Secretary, acting on behalf of the Data Controller.

The Society does not share any information with third parties except in compliance 
with Article 28 of GDPR, regarding the legal conduct of processing of information. 
The Society has always published the names (but not addresses) of its members 
in its Annual Report.  
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Monday 09:00 Christ Church Morning Prayer
Tuesday 09:00 St Luke’s Morning Prayer
Wednesday 09:00 St Luke’s Morning Prayer
Thursday 09:00 St Luke’s Morning Prayer

08:00 Chelsea Old Church Holy Communion
13:00 Royal Marsden Chapel Holy Communion

Sunday 08:00 St Luke’s Holy Communion
10:30 St Luke’s Sung Eucharist
11:00 Christ Church Sung Eucharist
15:00 St Luke’s Choral Evensong

The PCC of St Luke’s and Christ Church is a Registered Charity, No. 1133092

SERVICES AT ST LUKE’S AND CHRIST CHURCH

Parish Office: St Luke’s Crypt, Sydney Street. London SW3 6NH
Tel: 020 7351 7365 www.chelseaparish.org

Rector: The Revd Prebendary Dr Brian Leathard
Associate Vicar: The Revd Emma Smith
Curate: The Revd Dr John Russell

St Luke’s & Christ Church, Chelsea @SLCC Chelsea

ONE PARISH, TWO CHURCHES, GIVING HEART AND SOUL TO THE CHELSEA COMMUNITY

A Data Protection notice has been placed on the website at http://chelseasociety.
org.uk/join-us-2/.  Members are advised that they have a statutory right of 
complaint to the Information Commissioner.

Public Benefit Statement
Charity Trustees have a duty to report in their Annual Report on their Charity’s 
public benefit, and they should be clear about what benefits are generated by the 
activities of the Charity. The benefits must be related to the objectives of the Charity.  
The Trustees consider that The Chelsea Society meets the public benefit requirements, 
and they confirm that they have taken into account the guidance contained in the 
Charity Commission’s general guidance on public benefit published at https://
www.gov.uk/government/collections/charitable-purposes-and-public-benefit.

Approved by the Trustees on 5 November 2018 and signed on their behalf by:

Dr James Thompson
Chairman
6th November 2018

the trustees’ report
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the chelsea society
REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT EXAMINER

TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE CHELSEA SOCIETY

I report on the accounts of The Chelsea Society for the year ended 30 June 2018 
which are set out in the following pages

Respective Responsibilities of Trustees and Independent Examiner
The Charity’s Trustees are responsible for the preparation of the accounts.  The 
Trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under section 144(2) of 
the Act, but that an independent examination is needed under section 145 (1)(a).
It is my responsibility to:
(i) examine the accounts under section 145(1)(a) of the 2011 Act;
(ii) �to follow the procedures laid down in general Directions given by the Charity 

Commission under section 145(5)(b) of the Act; and
(iii) to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of Independent Examiner’s Report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the general directions given 
by the Charity Commission and published at the following location:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/
uploads/attachment_data/file/672779/CC32-Independent_examination_of_
charity_accounts.pdf.

The examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the Charity 
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes 
consideration of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts and seeking 
explanations from the Trustees concerning such matters. The procedures undertaken 
do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an audit and consequently 
no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair view,’ and the 
report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent Examiner’s Statement
No matter has come to my attention:
(1) �which gives me reasonable cause to believe that in any material respect the 

following requirements of the Act have not been met:
 • to keep accounting records in accordance with section 130 of the Act; and
 • �to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records and comply 

with the accounting requirements, or
(2) �to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper 

understanding of the accounts.

Angela Ktistakis ACA, FCCA For and on behalf of GMAK Chartered Accountants
London, 6th November 20
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 	 2018 	 2017
Income and expenditure account 	 £ 	 £
Incoming resources
Advertising revenue 	 4,325 	 6,750
Annual membership subscriptions 	 16,282 	 13,395
Donations received 	 200 	 2,770
Gift Aid 	 3,025 	 1,059
Income from sale of Christmas cards 	 − 	 1,512
Interest received 	 − 	 348
Lectures, walks & visits 	 9,697 	 5,687

Total incoming resources 	 33,529 	 31,520 

Resources expended
Accounting fees 	 1,178 	 −
Advertising 	 30 	 845
Annual general meeting 	 78 	 714
Conference and archive 	 1,197 	 68
Cost of annual report 	 7,865 	 8,352
Cost of newsletters 	 1,848 	 4,276
Lectures, walks & visits 	 10,194 	 4,437
Membership administration costs 	 1,020 	 −
Printing, postage and miscellaneous costs 	 1,178 	 902
Subscriptions and donations 	 886 	 1,123
Sundry expenses 	 393 	 1,788
Website and internet 	 1,120 	 93

 	 26,987 	 22,597 

Governance costs
Independent examiners’ fee 	 990 	 1,130
Insurance 	 325 	 36
 
Total governance costs 	 1,315 	 1,166

Total resources expended 	 28,302 	 23,764
  
Net incoming/(outgoing) movement in funds 	 5,227 	 7,756
 
Reconciliation of funds
Funds brought forward at 1 July 2017 	 48,495 	 40,739 

Funds carried forward at 30 June 2018 	 53,722 	 48,495 

All incoming resources and resources expended derive from continuing activities.
The charity has no recognised gains or losses for the year other than the results above.

the chelsea society
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES  

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2018
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 	 2018 	 2017
Current Assets  	 £ 	 £
Cash at bank and in hand 	 64,243 	 51,435
Debtors 	 6,992 	 6,996
  
 	 71,235 	 58,431

Current Liabilities  
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year   	 (17,513) 	 (9,936) 

Net Assets 	 53,722 	 48,495

Funds 
General Funds 	 53,722 	 46,295
Restricted funds 	 − 	 2,200
  
Total Charity Funds  	 53,722 	 48,495

The financial statements were approved by the Trustees on 5 November 2018 and 
signed on their behalf by:

Dr James Thompson, Chairman, Charity No. 276264, 6 November 2018

the chelsea society
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 2018
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constitution and rules
(as amended by a Resolution of the Members of the Society 

passed at its Annual General Meeting held on 21st November 2016)

1	 The Chelsea Society shall be regulated by the Rules contained in this Constitution as follows:

OBJECTS
2	� The Objects of the Society are to preserve and improve the amenities of Chelsea for the public benefit 

particularly by:
	 2.1	� stimulating interest in the history, character and traditions of Chelsea;
	 2.2	� encouraging and promoting good architecture, town planning and civic design, the planting and care of 

trees, and the conservation and proper maintenance of its buildings the public realm and open spaces and 
other features of historic or public interest;

	 2.3	 seeking the abatement of nuisances;
	 2.4	 making representations to the proper authorities on these subjects.

MEMBERSHIP
3	� Subject to the provisions of this Rule 3, membership of the Society shall be open to all who are interested in 

furthering the Objects of the Society.
	 3.1	� Where a person firm or company (“Applicant”) wishes to become a member of the Society (“Member”) he 

shall submit to the Membership Secretary a written application in such form as the Council may by 
resolution from time to time prescribe (“Application”). 

	 3.2	� In the case of a married couple or a couple in a civil partnership who pay the subscription for joint 
membership each individual shall be a Member and each shall have one vote.  In the case of a firm or 
company the Applicant shall designate a person to exercise its rights as a Member who shall have one vote. 

	 3.3	� Within ten days following receipt of a properly completed and signed Application the Membership 
Secretary shall (subject to Rule 3.4) enter the Applicant on the Register (as defined in Rule 7.1) and the 
Applicant shall thereupon be a Member of the Society. The Membership Secretary shall notify the 
Applicant of such entry

	 3.4	� If the Membership Secretary reasonably considers that an Applicant does not subscribe to the Objects of 
the Society or may bring the Society into disrepute the Chairman of the Council may refer the matter to 
the Council who shall in such circumstances have the power by resolution to refuse the Application.

	 3.5	� If at any time the Chairman of the Council considers that the continued membership of any Member 
would not be in the best interests of the Society he may refer the matter to the Council, who may by Special 
Resolution proposed by the Chairman of the Council terminate the membership of that Member forthwith. 
The Membership Secretary shall give written notice of such termination to the former Member

THE COUNCIL
4	� There shall be a Council of the Society which shall be constituted in accordance with these Rules.
	 4.1	� The Council shall comprise Elected Councillors, Co-opted Councillors, and Officers (“together Members 

of Council”)
	 4.2	� Elected Councillors shall be elected to be Members of Council by Members of the Society at a General 

Meeting (“Elected Councillors”)
	 4.3	 At any time there shall be no more than twelve Elected Councillors
	 4.4	 No person shall be eligible to be an Elected Councillor unless:
		  4.4.1	 he is a Member
		  4.4.2	 he has been proposed and seconded by at least two Members and has consented to serve
		  4.4.3	 there have been given to the Secretary at least twenty eight  days before the General Meeting 
			   4.4.3.1	� the names of the proposer, the seconder and the person seeking election (with his consent to 

serve)  signed by the three persons concerned
			   4.4.3.2	� a written statement by the person seeking election setting out his qualifications to be a 

Member of Council 
	 4.5	� Council may by resolution co-opt further persons to be Members of Council (“Co-opted Councillors”). 

The term of each such appointment shall be such as may be determined by resolution of Council but not 
exceeding one year

	 4.6	 At any time (but subject to Rule 4.18) there shall be no more than four Co-opted Councillors
	 4.7	� Council shall appoint by resolution appropriate persons to fulfil the roles specified in Rule 5.1 (“Officers”) 

and on such appointment such persons shall be Members of Council for the duration of their terms of 
office. The terms of reference for each of those roles shall be determined by a resolution of Council

	 4.8	� In the event that an Elected Councillor becomes an Officer in consequence of an appointment under Rule 	
4.7 that person shall on such appointment cease to be an Elected Councillor.

	 4.9	� In the choice of persons for appointment as Co-opted Councillors and Officers, regard shall be had, 
amongst other things, to the importance of including persons known to have expert knowledge and 
experience of matters relevant to the Objects of the Society and to the person’s connections with Chelsea.

	 4.10 	�Council shall be responsible for the day-to-day work of the Society and shall have power by resolution to 
take any action on behalf of the Society which the Council thinks fit to take for the purpose of promoting 
and furthering the Objects of the Society  

	 4.11	� Council may by resolution delegate any of its functions powers or authorities for such time on such terms 
and subject to such conditions as it thinks fit to any Committee consisting of one or more Members of 
Council and if thought fit one or more other persons who fulfil the criteria of Rule 4.9. 
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	 4.12 
		  4.12.1	�U nless requiring a Special Resolution, resolutions of Council shall be passed by simple majority of 

those present (whether voting or not) at a meeting of Council.  A resolution (other than a Special 
Resolution) may also be proposed by the Chairman and voted upon by e-mail: it shall be passed if 
supported by a majority of all the Members of the Council. 

		  4.12.2	� Notice of a Special Resolution (with the text thereof) must be given to Members of Council at least 
twenty-one days before a meeting of Council. A Special Resolution shall be passed only if 
supported by not less than two thirds of all the Members of Council 

		  4.12.3	� If a Member of Council cannot attend a meeting of Council he may, by giving written notice signed 
by that Member of Council to the Chairman before the meeting, appoint another Member of 
Council as his proxy

	 4.13 	�Council shall make and publish every year a Report of the activities of the Society during the previous 
year. Following receipt of such Report at the Annual General Meeting publication may be done by posting 
the Report on the Society’s website.

	 4.14 	�Council shall meet at least four times in each calendar year.
	 4.15 	�An Elected Councillor or Co-opted Councillor who is absent from two successive meetings of Council 

without explanation which the Council approves shall by Special Resolution cease to be a Member of 
Council.

	 4.16 	Three of the Elected Councillors shall retire each year, but may offer themselves for re-election 
	 4.17 	�Retirement under Rule 4.16 shall be in rotation according to seniority of election.  Elected Councillors 

elected on the same day shall draw lots.
	 4.18.	�In the event that at any time the number of Elected Councillors is fewer than six then Council may 

(notwithstanding Rule 4.6) by resolution appoint further persons to be Co-opted Councillors provided 
that:

		  4.18.1	� the term of appointment of a Co-Opted Councillor under this Rule shall terminate at the General 
Meeting next following his appointment, and

		  4.18.2	� at no time shall the aggregate number of Elected Councillors and Co-Opted Councillors exceed 
sixteen. 

	 4.19	� a Member of Council will be present at a meeting of Council if with the permission of the Chairman he 
attends the meeting electronically

OFFICERS
5	 5.1 	� The Council shall appoint the following Officers who shall thereby be Members of Council for their 

respective terms of office namely:-
		  5.1.1	 Chairman of the Council;
		  5.1.2	V ice-Chairman of the Council;  
		  5.1.3	 Secretary or Joint Secretaries;
		  5.1.4	 Treasurer; 
		  5.1.5	 Membership Secretary
		  5.1.6	� persons to fill such other posts as may be decided from time to time by Special Resolution of Council.
	 5.2	� The terms of office of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be three years and those of the other Officers 

five years from the date of appointment respectively.  Provided nevertheless that the appointment of the 
Chairman shall terminate at the end of the Annual General Meeting in the third year after his appointment.  

	 5.3	� The Officers shall be eligible for re-appointment to their respective offices but the Chairman and Vice 
Chairman shall not serve for more than six consecutive years, unless permitted to do so by resolution at a 
General Meeting.

	 5.4	 Nothing herein contained shall detract from the Officers’ right to resign during their current term
	 5.5	� By Special Resolution Council may rescind the appointment of an Officer or a Co-opted Councillor during 

his term of office for substantial reasons
	 5.6	� In the event of a casual vacancy in any of the offices specified in Rule 5.1 the Chairman (or in the event of 

the vacancy being the office of Chairman, the Vice-Chairman) shall have power to appoint a Member of 
Council to undertake the function of that office until a new Officer is appointed by Council

PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENTS
6	 6.1	� The Council may by resolution appoint a Member to be President of the Society for a term of three years, 

and may re-appoint him for one further term of three years. 
	 6.2	� The Council may by resolution appoint not more than six persons, who need not be Members, to be Vice-

Presidents of the Society each for such term as the Council may by resolution decide 

REGISTRATION AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
7	 7.1	� The Membership Secretary shall maintain an up-to-date confidential register of Members (“Register”) 

containing such details for each Member as the Council may from time to time by resolution  decide.
	 7.2	� A Member shall give notice in writing signed by the Member to the Membership Secretary of any changes 

to the details held for that Member and on receipt of such notice the Membership Secretary shall update 
the Register accordingly.

	 7.3	� The Council shall by resolution prescribe the amount of the subscriptions to be paid by Members and the 
date on which they are due and the period in respect of which they are payable

	 7.4	� Membership of the Society shall lapse if the Member’s subscription is unpaid for three months after it is 
due, but may be restored by resolution of the Council.
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	 7.5	 Members may pay more than the prescribed minimum, if they wish.
	 7.6	 Members may pay annual subscriptions by Direct Debit.
	 7.7	� The Society may participate in the direct debiting scheme as an originator for the purpose of collecting 

subscriptions for any class of membership and/or any other amounts due to the Society.  In furtherance of 
this objective, the Society may enter into an indemnity required by the Banks upon whom direct debits are 
to be originated.  Such an indemnity may be executed on behalf of the Society by two Officers nominated 
by the Council.

GENERAL MEETINGS
8	 8.1	� In these Rules “General Meeting” means a meeting of the Society open to all its Members. No other person 

may be admitted except by permission of the chairman of the General Meeting.
	 8.2	� The Council shall arrange at least one General Meeting every year, to be called the Annual General 

Meeting, which shall be held not less than ten months and not more than thirteen months after the 
previous Annual General Meeting. The Council may also arrange as many other General Meetings, (in 
these Rules referred to as Special General Meetings), as it may think fit including pursuant to Rule 8.15.  
Notice of the date of General Meetings shall be given so as to be received by Members not less than thirty 
five days before the date specified for the General Meeting.

	 8.3	� General Meetings, the agenda for which shall be given to Members not less than twenty-one days before 
the meeting, shall take place at such times and places as the Council shall specify.

	 8.4	� The President shall preside as chairman at any General Meeting at which he is present, and if he is not 
present the Chairman of the Council or another Member of Council nominated by the Chairman of the 
Council shall so preside.

	 8.5	 As regards voting at a General Meeting
		  8.5.1	 Each Member is entitled to a single vote 
		  8.5.2	 A Member shall not be entitled to vote if 
			   8.5.2.1	� His name (or in the case of a firm or company, the name of the person designated under 

Rule 3.2) has not been entered on to the Register for a period of at least twenty-one days 
before the General Meeting

			   8.5.2.2	 He has not paid his subscription 
			   8.5.2.3	 He has appointed a proxy under Rule 8.7
		  8.5.3	� a vote will be on a show of hands as to which the declaration of result by the chairman of the 

General Meeting shall be final unless at least twenty Members present at the General Meeting 
request a ballot immediately following the declaration of result

		  8.5.4	� The Secretary shall prepare ballot papers beforehand for distribution at a General Meeting for use 
in the event a ballot is requested under Rule 8.5.3

		  8.5.5	� Any ballot at a General Meeting shall be conducted on such terms as is decided by a resolution  
of Council 

	 8.6	� Subject to Rule 8.14 a resolution of Members at a General Meeting will be passed by a simple majority of 
those voting in person or by proxy save that a resolution of Members the effect of which is to amend these 
Rules will be passed only if: 

		  8.6.1	� the text of the proposed amendment has been included with the agenda for the General Meeting and 
		  8.6.2	� the resolution is supported by two-thirds of the Members voting in person or by proxy at the 

General Meeting
	 8.7	� A Member may appoint another Member as his proxy to attend a General Meeting and to vote on his 

behalf and in his name if the Member has given notice in writing signed by him to the Secretary not less 
than seven days before the General Meeting of the name of the proxy and stating that the Member has 
appointed the proxy to attend the General Meeting

	 8.8	
		  8.8.1	 Elections to Council shall be held at a General Meeting in accordance with Rules 4.2 to 4.4
		  8.8.2	 Each candidate for election to Council shall be elected individually
		  8.8.3	� A candidate will be duly elected if he receives more votes in favour of his election than against it 

provided that where the number of candidates exceeds the number of vacancies those candidates 
who receive the most votes in favour shall be duly elected. 

	 8.9		  The agenda for the Annual General Meeting shall include:
		  8.9.1	 receiving the Annual Report referred to in Rule 4.13; 
		  8.9.2	 receiving the Annual Accounts.
		  8.9.3	 the election (if any) of Elected Councillors
		  8.9.4	 resolutions (if any) of which notice has been received under Rule 8.12.1
		  8.9.5	 such other matters within the Objects of the Society as the Council may by resolution decide
	 8.10	� At the Annual General Meeting any Member may comment on any matter mentioned in the Report or 

Accounts, and may raise any matter not mentioned in the Report or Accounts, if it is within the Objects of 
the Society.

	 8.11	 The chairman of the General Meeting may limit the duration of speeches.
	 8.12	 Resolutions by Members may be passed only at a General Meeting   
		  8.12.1	� Any Member who wishes to propose a resolution shall give notice by sending a copy signed by him 

as proposer and by another Member as seconder so as to reach the Secretary at least twenty eight 
days before the date of the General Meeting.  

		  8.12.2	� The chairman of the General Meeting shall allow a reasonable time to debate the resolution and 
shall call speakers for and against the resolution 
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		  8.12.3	U nless withdrawn by the proposer the resolution shall then be put to the vote 
		  8.12.4	� A resolution on the agenda shall not be amended unless it is a minor amendment which does not 

alter the substance of the resolution. Any such amendment shall be considered only if moved by 
the proposer and seconder of the resolution and approved by the chairman of the General Meeting.

	 8.13	 The Secretary shall send to Members with the agenda referred to in Rule 8.3
		  8.13.1	� the name of each person being proposed for election under Rule 4.2 with the names of the proposer 

and seconder and a copy of the statement for each such person referred to in Rule 4.4.3.2 and 
		  8.13.2	 a copy of any resolutions received under Rule 8.12.1
	 8.14	� Notwithstanding Rule 8.6 any resolution the effect of which would be to cause the Society to cease to be a 

charity in law shall not be passed.
	 8.15	� At any time not less than 50 Members may make an application to the Chairman of the Council requesting 

that the Council call a Special General Meeting.
		  8.15.1	 Such an application must be:
			   8.15.1.1	 signed personally by all the Members making the application
			   8.15.1.2	� accompanied by a statement of the reasons for calling the Special General Meeting and 

the text of any resolution(s) they wish to propose at the Special General Meeting, 
		  8.15.2	� the Council shall consider any such application and if granted shall (subject to payment of any 

deposit required under Rule 8.15.3) call a Special General Meeting in accordance with Rule 8.2
		  8.15.3	� The Council may make it a condition of such a grant that a deposit not exceeding the expense of 

calling and holding the General Meeting (as reasonably determined by the Treasurer) shall be paid 
to the Society by the Members making the application. The Council shall in its absolute discretion 
decide following the Special General Meeting whether the deposit shall be retained by the Society 
or returned to the applicants in whole or in part

		  8.15.4	� An application made under Rule 8.15 shall be granted unless the Council decides by Special 
Resolution that it shall not be granted.

CONSULTATIONS
9	 9.1	� At any time not less than 30 Members may make an application to the Chairman of the Council requesting 

that the Council shall consult the Members on an issue which falls within the Objects of the Society
	 9.2	 Such an application must be:
		  9.2.1	 signed personally by all the Members making the application
		  9.2.2	 accompanied by a written explanation of the issue on which a consultation is requested 
	 9.3	� The Council shall consider any such application and if granted shall (subject to payment of any deposit 

required under Rule 9.4) arrange for a consultation to take place on such terms and on such basis and by 
such means as the Council shall in its absolute discretion think fit

	 9.4	� The Council may make it a condition of such a grant that a deposit not exceeding the expense of 
undertaking such a consultation (as reasonably determined by the Treasurer) shall be paid to the Society 
by the members making the application. The Council shall in its absolute discretion decide following the 
consultation whether the deposit shall be retained by the Society or returned to the applicants in whole or 
in part

	 9.5	� An application made under Rule 9.2 shall be granted unless the Council decides by Special Resolution that 
it shall not be granted.

NOTICES AND INTERPRETATION
10	 10.1	 Any notice required to be given or any application made to the Council
		  10.1.1	� shall be addressed to the Secretary (or in the case of an application under Rule 3 or a notice under 

Rule 7.2, to the Membership Secretary) and 
		  10.1.2	� sent to the address of the Society published on its website or such other address as may from time 

to time be notified to Members
	 10.2	 Any notice to be given to a Member shall be validly given if sent:
		  10.2.1	 by pre-paid post to the address specified in the Register, or
		  10.2.2 	� by email to the e-mail address of that Member specified in the Register if he has given an e-mail 

address to the Society. 
	 10.3	 In these Rules:
		  10.3.1	� Any words importing the masculine gender shall include the feminine or neuter as the context 

admits
		  10.3.2	� “Writing” may include e-mails except where required to be signed in which case a signed .pdf 

document sent by e-mail shall suffice. 
		  10.3.3	� Any reference to a resolution is to an Ordinary Resolution unless required by these Rules to be a 

Special Resolution.
	 10.4	� Nothing herein shall affect any resolution of the Members or of the Council passed under any earlier 

edition of this Constitution 

WINDING-UP
11	 11.1	� The winding-up of the Society shall be effected by a Special Resolution of Council confirmed by a two-

thirds majority of Members voting in person or by proxy at a General Meeting.
	 11.2	� In the event of the winding-up of the Society the available funds of the Society shall be transferred to such 

one or more charitable institutions having objects reasonably similar to those herein before declared as 
shall be chosen by the Council and approved by the General Meeting at which the decision to dissolve the 
Society is confirmed.
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List of Members
An asterisk denotes a life member. Should any amendments be made, please advise 

membership@chelseasociety.org.uk 
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Mrs M C Barrow
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Mrs Stephen Barry
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Geoffrey Battman
Patrick Baty
Sir Peter Baxendell
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Mrs Roger Braban
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Dame  Frances Campbell-Preston
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Mrs Zofia Connolly
John Cooper
Mrs Julia Cooper
P A Copland
Miss Penelope Copplestone
Stuart Corbyn
Michael Corkery QC
Mrs Michael  Corkery
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Max Couper
David Cox
Miss Rosemary Craig
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Alan Cross
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Miss Celia Denton
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Robert Dickinson
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Stephen Doherty
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Chelsea Green
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abuchanan@johndwood.co.uk
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rgreen@johndwood.co.uk 

020 3151 5592
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glarbi-cherif@johndwood.co.uk 
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020 3151 6455

johndwood.co.uk

The Chelsea Specialists
John D Wood & Co. are proud to support our 

nation’s veterans in association with The Royal 

Hospital Chelsea. For more information on how 

you can help us help them, please contact us.
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