THE CHELSEA SOCIETY

SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 315t MARCH, 1933

To be presented at the Annual Meeting to be held
at  Cresby Hall, Cheyne Walk, on Thursday,
May 11th, 1933, at §.30 o'clock, (Tea at 4.4%)



¥ i \
\
/
v
/ : i & d
’ Wl WREY
) I B L
v i | vl
/
!
" |}
7
7 i

i W q \ma:\?:?
i ; ¢ ,/ il ; : : *'\\\

f;*’/\l \'Y.q'[’(‘ﬁ\a‘(\b s
i ¥

THE ADAM AND EVE, DUKE STREET

from a drascing by Walter Greaves



THE CHELSEA SOCIETY

(For protecting and fostering the amenities of Chelsea. Founded: April, 1927)
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Vice Presidents :
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Council :

Chairman : Mr. C. H. S1. J. HornBY
Mary CoUNTESS OF LOVELACE
BriG.-GEN. LioNeL Bawon, C.B.
MR. Recinap Brunt, C.B.E.
Mr. E. J. CHaPMAN (Chelsea Chamber of Commerce)
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MR. GraHAM PETRIE (Chelsea Arts Club)
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iReciNaLp BLunT, 12, Carlyle Mansions, Cheyne Walk, S.W.3.

Assistant Honorary Secretary :
Miss DAPHNE SANGER.

Bankers :

Barclay's Bank, 348, King's Road, S.W.3.

I'HE OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY ARE TO AID :—

{1} in the maintenance of all features of Chelsea having beauty or
historical interest, unless a proved necessity requires their
removal ;

(2) in the preservation of the open spaces for the health of the
community ;

(3) where clearances are necessary, in the construction of sub-
stituted buildings that will be a credit to Chelsea;

(4) in preventing the disfigurement of streets and open spaces by
ugly advertisements or otherwise;

(5) in preserving the residents from smoke, noises and other
nuisances arising from industrial premises; and generally,

(6) in protecting and amplifying the amenities of Chelsea for all
classes of its people.
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Early information is of the greatest importance for any effective
action, and Members are asked to inform the Council at once, through
the Secretary, of any plans or proposals which seem to come within
the scope of the Society, of which they may hear.

The Council would consider such matters, obtain further information,
and, if thought advisable, make such suggestions or protests on
behalf of the Society as might seem to them desirable.

MEMBERS.

Membership of the Society is open to all residents in Chelsea, and
to non-residents who may, in the opinion of the Council, be gualified
by official or other association with Chelsea. Members ceasing to be
residents shall cease to be members, except with the approval of the
Council and on such terms as they may think fit.

There is no annual subscription to the Society, but members must,
on election, pay a minimum subscription of £1. Should further funds
be needed to carry on the work of the Society, it is proposed to raise
them from time to time by voluntary subscriptions amongst the mem-
bers and others.

AssociATE MEMBERS.

Chelsea residents engaged in trade, and Chelsea art and other
students are invited to join the Society as Associate Members, if they
so desire.

The Entrance Fee for Associate Members is 5/- entitling them to
such membership for 3 years.

Associate Members may attend and speak at all Meetings of the
Society, but are not empowered to vote.

A Membership  Application Form will be found inset
Sfacing page Iwenty-cight.
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THE APOTHECARIES GARDEN SIXTY YEARS AGO

shewing the last of the Cedars, and the statue of Sir Hans Sloane,
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THIS YEAR’S SUMMER MEETING

For the Society’s Summer Meeting this year, the Council
has arranged, on

Thursday, June 22nd, 1933

what should prove a very interesting and enjoyable
Chelsea afterncon.

From various communications received, it appears (as
was only to be expected) that two of the most famous and
ancient Institutions in Chelsea itself, namely,

The Apothecaries Garden and The Royal Hospital
are practically unknown to manv of our Members.

The afterncon’s programme has accordingly been
planned as follows :—

3 o'cLock. By permission of the Trustees of The
London Parochial Charities, ticket holders will assemble
at the Physic Garden (entrance in Swan Walk). Mr.
William Hales, the Curator, will have many interesting
exhibits in the hot houses and garden to show.

4 o’crock. Dr. R. Dawtry Drewitt, M.A., the author of
““The Romance of the Apothecaries’ Garden at Chelsea,’’
has consented to deliver a brief address on the history of
this famous garden.

4.30 o’cLocK. By the kind invitation of Mary, Countess
of Lovelace, Tea will be served at Wentworth House

(close to the Gate of the Physic Carden, in Swan Walk).

5.15 o’cLock. Thus refreshed, the party will proceed by
Royal Hospital Road to the West Gate of Chelsea
Hospital, and thence to the Great Hall, where, at
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530 o’cLock, The Governor, General Sir Walter
Braithwaite, G.C.B., has kindly promised to give a short
talk, with special reference to the Lists of Battle Honours
of the British Army, recently inscribed upon the panelled
walls of the Hall.

The Party must be limited to about 100. Tickets, price
half-a-crown each, will shortly be obtainable from the
Secretary, 12, Carlyle Mansions, Cheyne Walk, S.W.3.
Farly application is recommended. Members may apply
for one Guest Ticket in addition to their own; but the issue
of these must depend on the number of applications of
Members for themselves.

N.B.—A fine midsummer day has been arranged for,
and ladies may find sunshades acceptable in the Physic
Garden. In case, however, of any aberration on the part
of the Weather Office or Mr. Buchan (whose 4th cold spell
is predicted for June 29th to July 4th), Dr. Drewitt’s talk
would be given in the lecture Room instead of in the

Garden.
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FIFTH
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

(abstracted from the Minutes)

The Fifth Annual General Meeting of the Society was
held at Shelley House, Chelsea Embankment, on Wed-
nesday, May |lth, 1932, by the kind invitation of Mr.
C. H. 5t. J. Hornby. who was in the Chair.

There were about 65 members present. Letters
regretting their inability to attend were read from Sir
Samue! Hoare, Lord Ernle, Rev. W. G. Arrowsmith, Mrs.
Hubert Walter, Lady Gray, Mrs. Arundell Esdaile, Lady
Scott Moncrieff and Mr. Walter Godfrey.

The Minutes of the Fourth Annual Meeting were taken
as read, and confirmed.

The Fifth Annual Report, which had been circulated
to all members, was also taken as read.

In moving its adoption the Chairman dealt briefly with
the various matters referred to in its pages. Though the
Society might often be unable to do all it wished, the very
fact of its existence was a menace to potential evil doers.
There was a too general idea to-day that Progress could
only be reckoned in terms of pounds, shillings and pence,
whereas we should realise that spiritual things were often
more important than material ones; and that was one of
the truths for which the Society stood.

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. Blunt) made a short statement
as to the financial position of the Scciety and the grants
and gifts they had been able to make for Chelsea purposes.

The Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell, seconding the adontion
of the Report, referred to the abiding beauty of Che]sea s
river, previously euloglqed by the house agents as “‘the
silent pathway of the Thames.”” but now ruined by the
hideous noise and dangerous speed of the Embankment
traffic.

After some short discussion, the Report was adopted
unanimously.

Sir William Furse next moved the appointment of :

His Grace The Duke of Atholl, K.T.

The Rt. Hon. Augustine Birrell, K.C.
General Sir Walter Braithwaite, G.C.B.
and

The Rt. Hon. Mary, Countess of Lovelace
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as the first Vice-Presidents of the Chelsea Society, and
congratulated the Council on their admirable Report.

Mr. C. R. Ashbee said he had particular pleasure in
seconding the motion, both from his long association with
cne of the proposed Vice-Presidents, and as an old
resident and worker in Chelsea. Mr. Ashbee gave inter-
esting recollections of his activities in connection with
Carlyle’s House, the Magpie and Stump, the Skittle Alley.
and the Royal Hospital. Had the Chelsea Society existed
thirty years ago, the beautiful little Paradise Row would
have surely been saved.

The appointment of the Vice-Presidents was confirmed,
and the Meeting closed with a vote of thanks to the
Chairman, proposed by Sir Henry Piggott, C.B. and
carried with acclamation.

NOTE.

A few copies of the following lllustrated issues by the
Society remain on hand, and can be posted on application
to the Secretary at 12, Carlyle Mansions, Cheyne Walk,
Chelsea, S.W.3, enclosing postal order or stamps for the
amounts stated :

First Annual Report (April 1928). 6d.
Second Annual Report (April 1929). éd.
Third Annual Report (April 1930). 6d.
Fourth Annual Report (April 1931). 6éd.
Fifth Annual Report (April 1932). 6d.

Catalogue of the Chelsea Exhibition (June 1927). 1s.2d.

“Chelsea a Hundred Years Ago” (November 1929) can
be obtained at Chelsea Public Library.

Chelsea Old Church—An illustrated Historical Guide Book
by Archdeacon Stewart. Edited, with various additional

matter by Reginald Blunt. 2s 9d. by post, or, at the
Old Church, 2s. 6d.



THE CHELSEA SOCIETY

Founded—April, 1927

“To protect and foster the amenities of Chelsea”

The (Council of the (Chelsea Society presents
the sixth Annual Report, for the year
ending March 31, 1933

HE year under review has been an uneventful one,
but some quiet work has been done; and the Council
notes with satisfaction that this little Society, whilst repud-
iating, at its outset, six years ago, any Intention of
becoming a mere captious “‘busybody,” has established
a modest position of its own in Chelsea, wherein it finds
its opinion sought, its advice asked for, its existence
appreciated and its yearly meetings and reports looked
forward to with increasing interest.
Following are notes on the principal matters which have
come under consideration during the past twelve months.

THE OLD CHURCH.

The Illustrated Historical Guide Book to Chelsea Old
Church was published for the Council of the Chelsea
Society by the Oxford University Press last April. The
Limited Fdition, which contained an additional plate in
colour from a drawing by R. P. Bonington, was fully sub-
scribed by Members and friends, and the book, which was
well reviewed in the journal of the Incorporated Assoc-
iation of Architects, The Times, and elsewhere, is selling
steadily at the Church.

The International Federation of University Women at
Crosby Hall, Cheyne Walk is proposing, with the help
of our Society, to place in the Old Church a Memorial
Tablet, of which their description may be quoted:
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“Mrs. Mary Gillick, the well-known Chelsea sculpress,
who executed the stone inscription over the door of
Crosby Hall, has now undertaken a joint commission for
the University Women of Crosby Hall and the members
of the Chelsea Society—a memorial tablet to be erected
on the east wall of Sir Thomas More's Chapel in Chelsea
Old Church. It is to commemorate four distinguished
women who, tradition says, are buried in the Church, and
who certainly worshipped there, but to whom there has
never been a monument. The first is Margaret Roper
(1505--1544), the beloved and learned daughter of Sir
Thomas More. The second is Magdalen Herbert, Lady
Danvers (1568-1627), mother of George Herbert, the poet
of ""The Temple'’; she was the theme of one of John
Donne’s most beautiful sermons. The third learned lady
is Mary Astell (1668-1731), the well-known authoress of
““The Serious Proposal to the Ladies'’. The fourth is
Elizabeth Blackwell, compiler of *“The Curious Herbal™" in
1737. She wrote this in the old Chelsea Herb Garden in
order to make money to free her husband from a Debtor’s
Prison, and has the distinction of being the first English-
woman to publish a book on Gardening.” ‘

This beautiful monument, which will be a work of art
as well as a worthy memorial to four distinguished women
“from the University Women of Crosby Hall,”” will cost
about £100, nearly the whole of which has already been
promised. Miss Spurling (Crosby Hall) is acting as Hon.
Treasurer to the Memorial Tablet Fund.

TOMB OF SIR HANS SLOANE.

Attention having been drawn to the decaying condition
of the stonework forming the base of the Sloane Monu-
ment in the churchyard, this has now been refaced and
repaired.

Reference was made in last year's Report to the
illegible state of the dedicatory inscription on this
Monument. The new slab, with the original lettering,
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has now been fixed on the south face of the tomb, and
harmonises well with the old stonework.

Both these repairs have been carried out by Mr. W.
Godfrey, Survevor to the Old Church, the cost being
defrayed by the Cadogan and Sloane Stanley represent-
atives.

THE ROYAL HOSPITAL

The Council records with great pleasure some good
work carried out by the Governor and Commissioners at
Chelsea Hospital during the past year.

(1) The inscriptions upon the tombs and gravestones in
the Cemetery have, wherever legible, or elsewhere
recorded, been re-cut in the original lettering, thus adding
much to the historic interest of this unique burial ground.

(2) The overcrowded shrubberies in the East and West
Courts have been thinned out, and a succession of flower-
ing shrubs planted in their place, thereby exposing to view
the fine old wrought-iron well-heads, and adding much to
the satisfaction of the Pensioners.

(3) The upright panels in the wainscot of the Great
Hall have been inscribed, in fine white lettering, with a
complete series of the battles carried on the colours of
British regiments from 1662 to the present time; a record
nowhere else to be found, and placed most appropriately
on these historic walls. The list of Royal and other Bene-
factors is also set forth on the oak entrance screen, and it
has been courageously decided to include the name of
Nell Gwynne, duly qualified with the proviso,
“Tradition.”

BATTERSEA POWER STATION.

The first section of the huge electric power station just
below Chelsea Bridge is now practically completed, with
its two towering chimneys. [t is not unsightly; and was,
indeed, cited by a young architect at the last annual
dinner of the London Society as one of the three finest
specimens of the architecture of to-day in the metropolis.
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Of more immediate interest is the fact that the [.ondon
Power Company have now applied to the Electricity
Commissioners for leave to instal therein an additional
100,000 kilowatt generator.

A pledge was given in Parliament three years ago that
sanction for extension at this Station would not be given
until the operation of the plant to be installed for cleansing
the efflueni gases had been put in use, and found satis-
factory; which has not yet been dore.

The promoters’ plea is that the additional plant is for
alternative use and that they are not asking for furiher
boiler power, the present installation being more than
ample in this respect.

It would seem, however, that a 100,000 kilowatt
generator must obviously require more steam (and there-
fore use more coal) than the 60,000 k.w. plant which it is
temporarily to replace; and the Council of this Society
supported the Chelsea Borough Council in the view that
some enquiry should be held before the proposed
extension was authorised.

As a result of this opposition the Electricity Com-
missioners have now undertaken to attach to their consent
conditions to the effect “‘that, following the installation of
this third set, the station shall not, until such time as the
Commissioners allow, be used to supply any greater max-
imum demand than could have been supplied without the
additional set. By this limitation on the maximum demand
and output the annual consumption of coal at the new
Battersea Power Station following the installation of the
third set, will not exceed the amount which the London
Power Company are entitled to use under the existing
boiler plant . . . and in such circumstances the present
application does not, in the view of the Commissioners,
give rise afresh to questions of public amenity’”.

For so long as these conditions remain in force and are
not withdrawn, the object of the opposition has thus been
secured; and the new condition now extracted from and

16



imposed by the Commissioners, amply justifies the objec-
tion taken.

The Council desires to acknowledge the friendly
co-operation of the Chelsea Borough Council in dealing
with this matter. The Report adopted by the latter body
is given as an Appendix.

Chelsea’s river view has been further diversified by the
completion of the gigantic gas tower, a little west of the
Power Station, which has a capacity of seven million cubic
feet of gas; and, unlike the older type of gasometer, never
hides its diminished head by day. We can at least be
crateful that the ferce red paint cn this enormous cylinder
has now been replaced by a coating of silver grey, which
cometimes renders it almost indistinguishable from the
prevailing tint of L.ondon’s sky.

It is disappointing to note from the Report on Atmo-
epheric  Pollution just issued by the Department of
Scientific and Industrial Research, that, whilst a definite
improvement in atmospheric conditions is shewn during
the past five years at 80 per cent of the recording stations
throughout the country, London registers no appreciable
advance. The annual “tar” deposit of five and a half
tons per square mile is still three and a half times greater
than the general average of the last five years. The report
describes this increase as “‘a disturbinz condition’; and
continues :

“There is still enough smoke produced in london to
cause dense smoke fog to be formed if unfavourable con-
ditions should last longer than the average period, and
the occurrence of thick fog, of the type which was once
too familiar, will remain a possibility until there is a sub-
stantial further advance in smcke abatement. These
remarks have special relevance in relation to the fact that
in the last 10 years there has been little improvement in
the purity of London air. For example, during the year
1921-22 the average deposit of total solids over London
was 284 tons per square mile, including a deposit of
sulphates of 25 tons. During the current year the average
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of the London stations was 281 tons per square mile for
total deposit, including sulphates 4| tons. It may, in fact,
be stated that since 1921-22 the total deposit has varied
very little. On the other hand, the deposit of sulphates
has if anything increased, and sulphur salts in the air, or
sulphuric acid, are believed to be one of the predisposing
causes of condensation fog, which very often accompanies
smoke haze and aggravates it’".

No doubt the domestic coal fire, to which we English
cling with stubborn affection, is a primary culprit, and
particularly in regard to thz “‘sticky oily deposit”” which is
registered as tar. But that is no reason why we should not
watch with a critical eye the developments across the
river, where a consumption of two thousand tons of coal a
day is estimated. The Chelsea pot will go on calling the
Battersea kettle black, and that it is justified in doing so is
emphasised by the concluding paragraph of this year's
“"Atmospheric Pollution'” Report just issued, which
reads :—

“The issue of the report of the Commission of Enquiry
appointed by the Belgian authorities to investigate the
causes of the deaths which occurred during a fog in the
Meuse Valley in December 1930 marks the completion of
an important piece of work, the occasion for which pro-
vides added demonstration, if added demonstration be
needed, of the importance of any measures designed to
cope with the smoke problem. The Commission report
that the deaths were caused by the concentration of
sulphur acids brought about in a highly industrialised area
by a combination of topographical features with certain
weather conditions. It is unlikely that similar deadly fogs
will occur in any part of this country, but the number of
fatalities (over seventy) which occurred in this extreme
case are an eloquent indication of the serious impairment
to health, even if without immediate fatal results, which
may be brought about by polluted air.”

A new instrument exhibited this Spring at the Science
Museum, should make the plea of oversight, where dense
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smoke is emitted from factory chimneys, more difficult to
sustain. The apparatus is an automatic smoke density
meter, which can be fixed in the lower part of a chimney
chaft, and by means of a photo-electric cell, rings a bell
audible to the stoker whenever the output of smoke, of
such density as to cause appreciable atmospheric pollution,
begins to take place.

SHREWSBURY HOUSE.
[n the First, Second, Third and Fifth Reports of this

Society, reference has been made to the impending
demolition of the remains of the west wing of this great
House, probably the last surviving remnant of Elizabethan
Chelsea. It was then made clear that the postponement
gained was only temporary.

At the request of some members, further correspond-
ance took place this last winter between the Secretaries of
this, and the Society for the Protection of Ancient Build-
ings, and the freeholder; who finally replied :

“The preservation of old buildings is a subject which
enlists my sympathy, but | am advised that Terrey’s Shop
i5 now past practical repair. | suppose we must face the
fact that the future of that part of Cheyne Walk, whether
it remains in my ownership or not, is residential, and that
the preservation of Terrey’s shop as a monument of the
16th century, if such it be, is not a practical possibility.”

Admittedly, if the little shop was not to be allowed to
remain as such, it was difficult to make any proposal
which would preserve either its historic or its structural
interest.

The house designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens for the large
plot of land behind and east of Terrey’'s has now been
completed, and a fully illustrated description of it
appeared in Couniry Life (January [4th and 21st, 1933).
The writer described it as ‘‘a small country house in
l.ondon, by the last of the great humanist architects™.
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TERREY'S SHOP, CHEYNE WALK

from an vil painting Ly William Fox




“The elevation,”’ he continues, ‘‘up to the cornice, is a
characteristically balanced Lutyens front, in grey and
vermillion bricks, with beautifully balanced fenestration
lucidly related to the plan. Above the cornice a steep
pantiled roof rises. at the approved angle, to satisfyingly
solid stacks. But in the centre a sharp gable rises, that
immediately arrests the attention, but is, one feels neither
sufficiently pleasing nor necessary to justify the change
of mode, being apparently unrelated to the rest of the
facade, and out of key with it. There may, however, be
some compensating virtue in the seeming discord, to which
[ have failed to respond; some subtle modulation of the
same kind as that brilliantly exemplified in the transition
from an urban to a rural key, where, at the back, the main
block joins the servants’ wing.

There the transition of levels and the harmony of the
parts is effected with consummate artistry, the great stair-
case window coming just where it is needed, and the door
and roundel above it completing oné cadence, and passing
naturally into the other’.

Attention is drawn to ‘‘No. 42, Cheyne Walk''—as the
house is at present modestly designated—both as a typical
example of the work of an eminent and original architect,
and as the most important specimen of domestic architec-
ture built in Chelsea for many years. When the Cheyne
Walk frontage is finally completed, the present oak
palings replaced by iron work, and the entrance drive
planted with trees, this interesting house will be seen in its
proper perspective, and a fairer estimate of its fine qual-
ities, and of possible short-comings, will then be attained.

“Tue Rose aND CROWN.” Some perturbation was
caused last year when it was known that this old public
house at the corner of Lower Sloane Street and Turks Row
was to be rebuilt. The opinion of the Council was asked
on the matter, and was given to the effect that this house
was lacking in any special interest or charm, and might
well be replaced by something architectually better, for
which we must look to Messrs. Watney, Combe & Co.
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TrREES AND GARDENS. The friends of our trees on the
Borough Council are unable to save many of them, it
seems. |'wo more fine specimens of the Tree of Heaven
(Ailanthus) have been cut down, one in Cheyne Row and
one in Elm Park Road; and an offer to replace the latter
by a less spreading tre=, in a better position on the pave-
ment, was promptly declined.

The splendid plane tree in the yard of St. Andrews,
Fark Walk was also threatened; but the Vicar, who sought
the Society's advice, was able to save this fine tree from
serious mutilation.

A resident on Chelsea Embankment wrote recently :
'l am distressed to see how very bad the avenue of trees
nearest the river are looking for want of care and nourish-
ment, as it appears. The trees would be a great loss and
are a very lovely feature along the riverside, making this
part of Chelsea one of the most picturesque in London . . .
In Paris, as | daresay you know, the trees in the boule-
vards have their roots nourished and the iron gratings
taken up and fresh soil put down to preserve them
yvearly' .

Paris has its tree difficulties as well as L.ondon, and the
axe has recent]y been laid to the roots of many fine
specimens there also; but the authorities do at least tend
the trees which are kept to beautify their streets.

Our Chelsea Embankment trees undoubtedly suffered
further damage last vear, when a deep trench was cut
close to their roots along the whole length of the riverside
pavement, to carry the new ri]eci:ricity mains.

On the other hand your Council note with great pleasure
the rapidly increasing vitality and success of the Chelsea
Gardens Guild, which is doing admirable work in fostec-
ing the cultivation of flowers in gardens, window boxes
and pots. The last annual Bulb Show, held at Chelsea
Town Hall on March [8th last, attracted over 500 entries;
and the Council warmly commends to the support of its
members this excellent effort to increase the amenities of
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THE BLACK LION, CHURCH STREET

Srom a drawing by Walter Greaves



Chelsea, and the enjoyment of its inhabitants. The Hon-
orary Secretary (Mrs. Mitchell Innes, 20, Alexander Place,
S.W.7.) will gladly furnish further particulars.

TELEPHONE BoxEs. Attention was drawn to the install-
ation of several Telephone Call Boxes, painted a bright
red and fixed at intervals against the river wall of the
Chelsea Embankment, and a protest was made in The
Times. Their glaring colour mars the cool charm of the
Embankment vista, and it is very questionable whether
these boxes, in their present inconvenient position, will
ever return the considerable cost of their installation.

CHELSEA EMBANKMENT TRAFFIC.

Noise AND SPEED. The volume of trafic on Chelsea
Embankment increases steadily., A count taken last
autumn gave a total of over 1,000 heavy vehicles in an
hour, of which only four were horse-drawn, and ten were
eight-wheeled.

Were it not for the open river front on one side, and for
the fact that the trees to some extent break and deaden
the noise, residential life here would be well-nigh
intolerable. Complaints are grievous, but the remedies
are by no means simple; for the nuisance of noise is
caused almost entirely by heavy commercial traffic, much
of which should never have been diverted from the rail-
ways to the roads, but which will now be very difficult to
dislodge. An instrument for recording noise-volume has
been tested in various parts of London during the past
vear; and the Council has urged that the police shoulil
use their powers under the “‘Motor Cars (Excessive Noise)
Regulations’ of 1929,

But the effective discharge of this duty would impose a
further burden upon the resources of the police force,
which are already too largely diverted from their primary
functions to the ever increasing work of traffic control.

“London’s Daytona,” as it was described by a daily
paper last menth, was the subject of a recent question in
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the House of Commons, when attention was drawn to the
reckless racing of cars and motor cycles on this stretch
of road, which has constantly to be crossed by Pensioners,
rurses with perambulators, and children. Members will
recall Mr. Birrell's humorous letter on the subject, which
was read at one of the Society’s meetings. “‘As for
Chelsea Embankment itsell,”” he wrote, “‘that, | suppose,
must be left alone for the next century, taking its annual
toll of Old and Young. Perhaps, so far as the Old are
concerned, there is no harm in preventing them from
sinking into the apathy of Age, and making them run for
their lives; though it is a pity that they should be com-
pelled to keep in daily use their well-worn vocabulary of

Qaths !’

A car travelling at ffty miles an hour—a speed
frequently exceeded on this Embankment—covers a
hundred yards in four seconds, or less time than it takes
to cross the roadway, and it is quite impossible to estimate
the actual rate of onset of an oncoming vehicle travelling
at this speed.

In reply to the House of Commons question, Sir John
Gilmour, the Home Secretary admitted that 198 accidents
on Chelsea Embankment had been reported by the
police for the year ending last February, whilst 25 cases
of dangerous and careless driving, and 329 cases of heavy
vehicles exceeding the speed limit had also been recorded;
but when asked if he would instruct the police to take
further steps against this increasing danger, Sir John
remained discreetly silent. An average of four accidents
a week on a single road speaks for itself.

Kinag’s Roap. The Council learnt with regret last
autumn that, contrary to the expressed purpose of our
Borough Council, the L.C.C. had further postponed the
overdue widening of the King's Road by sanctioning new
buildings to the existing frontage on the North side; the
County Council now taking the view that the additional
roadway must eventually be obtained on theSouthern side.
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Chelsea's main thoroughfare may therefore have yet to
wait long before attaining the sixty foot status which it
great]y needs.

A Brp BatH. The Council has, through its Secretary,
had the pleasure of helping Miss St. John Partridge, one
of our original members, in negotiating with the London
County Council for the placing of a Bird Bath in Chelsea
Embankment Gardens, in memory of her friend Margaret
Damer Dawson, O.B.E. The bath has been designed and
executed by her Cheyne Row neighbour, Mr. Charles
Pibworth, the sculptor. [t carries, round the side of the
circular basin, Coleridge’s line: ‘‘He prayeth best who.
lovest best all things both great and small’"; and it is hoped
to have it placed in the Garden this summer. Mr.
Pibworth has been careful to graduate the water depth for
a variety of small paddlers.

The care of these Embankment Gardens, it may here
be noted, has now been handed over to our Borough
Couneil.

CHELsSEA PPUBLIC LiBRARY. Amongst interesting acquis-
itions during the past year the following may be
mentioned :

The original plaster cast for the Dante Gabriel Rossetti
Memorial by Ford Madox Brown : A small oil painting of
Chelsea Reach and the Royal Hospital by Daniel Turner,
c. 1801 : Several water colour drawings of the Old Chelsea
riverside by W. J. Baber and Walter Greaves: Some
good specimens of William De Morgan's Chelsea tile-
work.

CHELSEA Lopce. It will be remembered from a note in
a previous Report that the late Edwin Abbey, R.A.
beqgueathed his house, Chelsea Lodge, Tite Street, after
the death of Mrs. Abbey (who was a Member of the
Chelsea Scciety) to the Royal Academy, to be maintained
as a rviusellm.

The hope was expressed by some of our members that
it might be possible to devote this house, or a part of it,
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to the exhibition of Chelsea pictures, drawings, prints,
china, manuscripts and other local memorials, of which
interesting collections already exist at the Library, Town
Hall and elsewhere, but which cannot be completely
shewn in their present locations.

From enquiry recently made, however, it appears that
ander the terms of the bequest, Chelsea Lodge cannot be
used for any purpose other than that of an “‘Abbey”
Museum.

THE ReporT. Continuing the series of illustrations of
Old Chelsea which have been presented annually in the
Society’s Reports, reproductions of four drawings of
vanished Chelsea Inns, by Walter Greaves, are given in
the present issue; which also includes Mr. William Fox's
sympathetic painting of “‘Terrey's Shop,” now to be
demolished.

FiNaNcE. From the statement of accounts issued with
this Report it will be seen that, although no annual sub-
scription is required from its members, the financial
position of this little Society remains sound. Eighteen new
members and associates have been enrolled. The
Special Limited Edition of the Chelsea Old Church Guide,
issued to members last April, produced a profit of £14,
whilst a delightful lecture on “‘Love, Courtship and
Marriage in the Seventeenth Century,”” delivered by Mr.
Arthur Bryant in the State Room of the Royal Hospital
on June 8th, brought in a further suin of £22 odd.

The Council desires here to record its thanks to General
Sir Walter and Lady Braithwaite for the very kind loan
of their beautiful drawing-room on this occasion; also their
pleasure in welcoming Sir Walter as a Vice-President of
the Society.

The £100 59% War Loan 1929/47 held by the Society
was converted, under last year’s scheme, into 315 % stock;
and a balance of £76 is carried forward to the current
year.



The DEATHS are recorded with regret of Mr. Emslie
J. Horniman, who had been a member of the Council
since the foundation of the Society; and of Sir Ermest
Meinertzhagen, also an original member of the Society.

Members of the Society will have seen with much
pleasure that the name of our Hon. Secretary and Treas-
urer, Mr. Reginald Blunt, was included in the List of New
Year's Honours, when he received a C.B.EE., an honour
which all will feel to have been richly earned by life-long
and unselfish work for Chelsea and all that Chelsea means
to those who have the good fortune to dwell in it.

The valuable work of Miss Daphne Sanger as Assistant
Honorary Secretary to the Society is again gratefully
acknowledged.

Members are asked to mention the Society to any past
or present Chelsea friends likely to be interested. The
Secretary will gladly forward further copies of this Report,
and of the Prospectus of the Society, to any addresses
with which he may be furnished. The minimum Entrance
Fee for Members is £1, and for Associates, 5/-. There is

at present no annual subscription.

C. H. St. ]J. Hornsy,

Chairman.
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