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29th July 2026 
 

Dear David and Michael,  
 
Thank you for the work the Chelsea Society and the Cheyne Walk Trust continue to do to 
preserve the Thames riverside at Chelsea Reach and Cadogan Pier. 
 
I share your belief that these historic sites should be owned and managed by the local 
community, and the effort to make this happen has my full support as Leader of Kensington and 
Chelsea Council. 
 
Houseboat owners know this stretch of the river better than anyone. They have shaped its 
unique character and are best placed to protect it. At Chelsea Reach, we recognise and fully 
support the community’s aspirations to acquire the moorings. 
 
We share your concern about the proliferation of large vessels. We have previously taken 
enforcement action to prevent two such vessels from mooring there; although that decision was 
overturned on appeal, this does not establish a presumption in favour of similar vessels, and we 
are aware of residents' concerns about two further vessels that have since arrived. These and 
any future cases will be considered on their own merits. 
 
On Cadogan Pier, our position is clear: it is a pier for leisure and working boats, not a residential 
mooring. Any residential berth would require planning permission, which is a decision for the 
Council to take in the normal way should any such application be made.  
 
With thanks again for your work on this.  
 
 
Best wishes,  
 
Elizabeth  

 
 
Cllr Elizabeth Campbell                                          
Leader of Kensington and Chelsea Council             
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